
THE QUALITIES OF TIME 
VOLUME III 

 

 
 
 
 

THE LAW OF HERMES: THE "HEART" OF BIOGRAPHY 
Studies of Gandi, Jung, Emerson, Steiner and Others 

 
 
 

Paul Platt 



THE QUALITIES OF TIME: VOLUME III 
 

LAWS OF HERMES: THE " HEART" OF BIOGRAPHY 
Studies of Gandi, Jung, Emerson, Steiner and Others 

 
by 

Paul Platt 
 

Golden Stone Press 



 

 
 

 
 

COPYRIGHT: 
Golden Stone Press 

Paul Platt 
Box 233A, RD 2 

Ghent, New York 12075 
 

1987 
 

Copyright (Pending) 
 

All rights reserved.  
Other than minor copying please do not copy the manuscript  

without permission from the publisher. 



"This book is dedicated to Susan Riley, who  
gave her heart, and her heart of hearts, to  
bringing it, and its companions, to life." 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

I would like to thank Trix Keller for her continuing generosity which helps to free up some of the time I 
have needed to carry forward this work. Also Dr. Inma Marti whose willingness to "save my life" (that's what a 
Doctor's for") by buying a quantity of books at the home stretch, enabled me to carry this Volume to 
completion. 
 

Diane Falk then made the loan of her typewriter with which the book was typed. Lioba Logan offered her 
photocopy machine with which I copied the book. Hugh Ratcliffe then loaned me the money with which I could 
have a number of copies printed. To all of them I owe my gratitude. Also, as usual, Daniel Koppersmith calmly 
put together the cover which I always wait to the last minute to ask him to do. I appreciate his forbearance with 
my lack of production expertise and foresight. 
 

Finally I would like to thank Susan Riley and her daughter Christal for providing a home for me and 
putting up with my irascibility during the birth process. Also my thanks to Susan for her help with the text, 
editorial work, and typing. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
PREFACE  6 
INTRODUCTION  11 
CHAPTER I: Individual Studies in Human Biography in Light of the 23 
 Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER II: The Life of Mohandas Gandhi Viewed in the Light of the 37 
 Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER III: The Life of Carl Jung Viewed in the Light of the 68 
 Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER IV: The Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson Viewed in the Light of 95 
 the Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER V: The Life of Yogananda Viewed in the Light of the 138 
 Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER VI: The Life of Marie Curie Viewed in the Light of the 152 
 Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER VII: The Life of Henry Adams Viewed in the Light of the 171 
 Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER VIII: The Life of Henry David Thoreau Viewed in the Light of 197 
 the Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER IX: The Life of Rudolf Steiner Viewed in the Light of the 230 
 Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER X: The Life of Albert Schweitzer Viewed in the Light of the 264 
 Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
CHAPTER Xl: The Life of Albert Schweitzer Viewed in the Light of the 282 
 Solar-Earthly conception to Birth Rhythm II 
CHAPTER XII: The Six Archetypal Solar-Earthly Sidereal Regions as They 294 
 Express Themselves in the Previous Biographical Studies. 
 Preliminary Observations. The First Archetype: Cancer 
CHAPTER XIII: The Gemini-Sagittarius Archetypal Regions 325 
CHAPTER XIV: The Taurus-Scorpio Archetypal Regions 342 
CHAPTER XV: The Aries-Libra Archetypal Regions 363 
CHAPTER XVI: The Pisces-Virgo Archetypal Regions 388 
CHAPTER XVII: The Aquarius-Leo Archetypal Regions 410 
 



ii. 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
CHAPTER XVIII: Concluding Observations. 428 
APPENDICES  438 
BIBLIOGRAPHY  443 
 
 
 



iii. 
 

CHARTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
 
1. The 36 Sidereal Constellation Divisions Through Which the Sun Moves 24 
 from Conception to Birth (with corresponding Tropical Degrees and 
 Dates During the Year) 
2. The 36 Sidereal Constellation Divisions Through Which the Earth Moves 26 
 from Conception to Birth (with corresponding Tropical Degrees for the 
 Earth and Dates for the Sun Motion Opposite) 
3. Qualities of the 12 Archetypal Regions Relevant to these Studies 28-9 
4. Picture of Mohandas Gandhi 36 
5. Birth Chart for Mohandas Gandhi 40 
6. Life Phenomena: Mohandas Gandhi 42ff. 
7. Picture of Carl Jung 67 
8. Birth Chart for Carl Jung 69 
9. Life Phenomena: Carl Jung 70ff. 
10. Picture of Ralph Waldo Emerson 94 
11. Birth Chart for Ralph Waldo Emerson 96 
12. Life Phenomena: Ralph Waldo Emerson 97ff. 
13. Picture of Yogananda 137 
14. Birth Chart for Yogananda 139 
15. Life Phenomena: Yogananda 140ff 
16. Picture of Marie Curie 151 
17. Birth Chart for Marie Curie 153 
18. Life Phenomena: Marie Curie 154ff 
19. Picture of Henry Adams 170 
20. Birth Chart for Henry Adams 172 
21. Life Phenomena: Henry Adams 173ff 
22. Picture of Henry David Thoreau 196 
23. Birth Chart for Henry David Thoreau 198 
24. Life Phenomena: Henry David Thoreau 199ff 
25. Picture of Rudolf Steiner 229 
26. Birth Chart for Rudolf Steiner 231 
27. Life Phenomena: Rudolf Steiner 232ff 
28. Picture of Albert Schweitzer 263 
29. Birth Chart for Albert Schweitzer 265 
30. Life Phenomena: Albert Schweitzer 266ff 
31. Life Phenomena: Albert Schweitzer II 283ff 
32. Cancer Phenomena 301ff 
33. Capricorn Phenomena 314ff 
34. Gemini Phenomena 329ff 
35. Sagittarius Phenomena 338ff 
 



iv. 
 

CHARTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
 
36. Taurus Phenomena 348ff. 
37. Scorpio Phenomena 357ff. 
38. Aries Phenomena 368ff. 
39. Libra Phenomena 381ff. 
40. Pisces Phenomena 392ff. 
41. Virgo Phenomena 403ff. 
42. Aquarius Phenomena 413ff. 
43. Leo Phenomena 422ff. 
 



NOTE TO THE READER 
 

I wrote this third Volume of The Qualities of Time series about ten years ago. For some years, due to 
economic constraints, it has been out of print. Now, thanks to the help of a small grant coming through The 
Rudolf Steiner Foundation, I am able, once again, to make this and the following volumes of this series 
available. In preparing the book for this later edition, I came to feel that I wanted to share some of my further 
thinking in regard to the content as it has evolved over this past period of time. 

First, for those readers who have not seen a copy of the recently reissued first Volume, I want to include 
some words which I inserted in these books. 
 



To the Reader 
 

The following book, which is one in a series of five  devoted to related, was written  about ten years ago. 
Although ongoing research his led tire to confirm the suggestions offered in these books, there is one 
fundamental and important area in which my understanding has changed in regard to how I have characterized 
some of my experiences in this and the other books. Therefore, I want to Clarify this point with all addendum 
before the reader begins to look at, or perhaps even study, the book(s). I will add these changes directly to the 
text itself when it is reprinted, inasmuch as I feel strongly that the way it presently stands can lie misleading to 
the reader. On the other hand, given my continuing impression that the phenomena offered in these books is 
essentially correct I feel it is still of value to offer this work. I am hoping with the further refinement of the text 
that a very subtle and important question can be posed in a fashion so as to protect the reader from being 
potentially misled in his/her thinking about this question which we will look at shortly. Ultimately, due to the 
complexity of its nature and also the many different views about it and its importance, I hope to devote a sepa-
rate, more lengthy consideration to it, also to clarify this for individuals who have the book already. 
 

So to the question. 
Oil page 12 of the first volume I make this statement: 

 
"After working with the astronomical calendar for some months I observed tentatively that some of the changes 
in my inner life seemed to have a relation to the motion of the moon through tile constellations. It was only after 
a longer period of time that I became convinced that certain phenomena in my inner life also had a relation to 
the sun as it moved through the circle of the constellations.... 
 
And the following: 
 
.... As the reader will see from the following discussion, my own inner observations of the phenomena of these 
two motions of the moon and the sun have led me to make certain suggestions regarding the exact, objective 
divisions of the sidereal (see Appendix) or constellation zodiac which are at variance with both the astronomical 
and astrological communities.... 
 

Let us consider these above statements because they bear on the point where I have since changed my view. 
Among astrologers and astronomers, and further among various astrosophers (students of star wisdom 
[astrosophy], which comes out of a tradition related to the work of Willie Sucher, a student of Rudolf Steiner's 
work), there are heated debates about the problem of, on the one hand, the relation of the so-called sign or 
tropical zodiac to the so-called sidereal or constellation zodiac, as well as the very complex problem of the 
actual boundary divisions of the constellational zodiac. There are many varying positions oil both of these 
issues of which one can become aware if one reads widely enough in the literature. My years of observing inner 
phenomena with a kind of inner phenomenology, as is early introduced in this first volume led me to the 
impression that there appeared to be a relation between rhythmical, repeating phenomena in my and many other 
human beings (as well as animals) natures which I observed and the apparent movement of the moon and sun 
through the constellation regions. This study was undertaken by an individual as yet unschooled in much of the 
theory 
 
 
 



about astrology and astrosophy, and the focus was more fully on sheer inner phenomenology, as well as 
painstaking observation of certain phenomena, largely In human nature. Because of the apparent 
correspondences between motions of the sun and moon through apparent constellation divisions I believe I 
mistakenly, if implicitly, drew the correlation of a kind of causality between the two. Further, given my sense 
of causality I believed, as indicated in the above quote that I had discovered a different framework or structure 
for the constellations from a number of existing conceptions. This belief led me to articulate the following 
phenomena in regard to the framework of tropical and sidereal zodiacs. 

 
I have since come to feel and think that the regions of experience I have explored in which the human being 

in aspects of his/her nature(s) moves through the course of the year, though they are objective realities, are not 
in fact, necessarily, related in part to the fixed star constellations as such, which are the foundation for the 
various views on the sidereal zodiac. Hence, although in the following work, two bands of forces are 
characterized which appear to have a resonance with the tropical zodiac and then with the sidereal zodiac, I 
now hypothesize that there are further layers to the overall structure of the constellational world which this 
work, and the inner experiences which lie behind it, were not accessing. What I now conceive is that the human 
being is interwoven with so-called cosmic and more subtle realities in manifold ways, and though I believe I 
have accurately characterized certain aspects of this very rich field of phenomena in connection with certain 
regions of the multifaceted human nature, I think that the way I have characterized it with definiteness in regard 
to the presumed constellational or sidereal world is now a question to me. Hence, as a provisional step for the 
following works, I would ask the reader to consider that when I speak of "sidereal" or "constellation" regions 
that this is said as a frame of reference and orientation in regard to qualities and is not necessarily meant 
literally in connection with the fixed star constellation regions. It would I think have been snore 
phenomenologically accurate for me to simply have characterized these two apparent rhythmically repeating 
spheres of the overall world reality as spheres of "forces" in which the human soul participates and which has 
characteristics of the twelve zodiacal archetypal regions, though with varying rhythmical intervals. 

 
Rather than go further into this question here I would say that the serious reader concerned with this problem 

could contact me directly. (See contact information below.) Otherwise, in considering the following problem as 
it appears in the various Qualities of Time series the reader should clearly keep in mind this amendment to my 
previous characterization, largely centered on the problem: what is this more inward band of forces here 
characterized and what, if anything directly, does it have to do with those Beings presumably related to the 
fixed star zodiacal constellations, whichever divisions we hold in regard to them. A further, more complete 
articulation of this complex problem I hope to present in a separate consideration. 
 
Paul Platt 
Box 1029 
Sheffield, MA 01257 
413-229-0274 (FAX) 413-229-0496 
March 15, 1997 
 
 
 



Considering the above I ask the reader to keep in mind the particular statement: 'as a provisional step for 
the following works I would ask the reader to consider that when I speak of "sidereal" or "constellational" 
regions that this is said as a frame of reference and orientation in regard to qualities and is not necessarily meant 
literally in connection with the fixed star constellations'. 
 

Now in this Volume, as in the others in this series, 1 have repeatedly used the term sidereal or 
constellational for what I have also characterized as a more inward sphere of superphysical forces. Though I 
consider it ideally desirable perhaps to change the naming altogether I'm afraid for practical reasons it is 
presently difficult for me to do so. If the reader keeps in mind the above warning I hope that the potential 
confusion here will be prevented. 
 

In connection with my statement at the beginning of the preceding excerpt from Volume I, that "given my 
continuing impression that the phenomena offered in these books is essentially correct" 1 want to say the 
following. My articulation of this sense is revealing. For 1 could say that although 1 have seen the 
characterization of the phenomena to be correct, the problem is my understanding of the significance and 
meaning of the phenomena in the larger context of the human being's relation to the greater life of the cosmos. 
What are the concepts to be brought to this range of phenomena - which though subtle in nature - may be 
accurately delineated (from certain viewpoints), but need to be also accurately understood in the milieu of a 
larger organism of life of which they form a part? 
 

Viewed in light of this larger question of inclusiveness I would now amend the mood found in this series of 
books which arose out of my then sense that my research had led me to uncover more comprehensive aspects of 
the relation of man to the cosmos than I now think. This is not to undervalue the significance of what is here 
presented in these books, rather to place it in that larger, more complex framework which my ongoing research 
has now led me to formulate. 
 

So I say these words to alert the reader to the present status of my thinking. These works offer a number of 
revolutionary insights to that community of spirits concerned with these issues, but I offer them as modest 
contributions in a field of inquiry which I hope will grow more rich, clear and precise as we move into the 
future. 
 

In regard to the question of 'detail' in this work, once again, as stated above, I essentially stand by my 
suggestions though fully acknowledge given the subtlety and complexity of what is put forward, particularly in 
the interpretations of the various biographies, there are no doubt suggestions which could be seen from various 
viewpoints. Since writing this book a computer program has been made available through Peter Treadgold, a 
colleague of Robert Powell, which enables the user to gain a very detailed picture of the pre-natal period. Using 
this program enables one to fine tune mathematical correlations. Given the fact that the mathematical 
 



correlation needs to be seen as an adjunct to the contemplative, meditative research, this further refinement of 
the mathematics, though certainly important for precision, does not essentially change the overall intention of 
the following: to portray the very important pre-natal epoch rhythm. 
 

I have since written two other lengthy manuscripts on this problem, which are now being brought into a 
more final form. My ongoing study of the epoch leads me to even extend some of the findings shared in this 
work. This further investigation has led me to feel even more strongly, how important study and consideration 
of the pre-natal epoch rhythms are for anyone seriously interested in understanding human destiny, karma, 
biography, etc. in relation to the stars. In fact, without a consideration of this sphere I think efforts to fit the 
phenomena of human biography into prevailing astrological paradigms will always be frustrated. 
 

So apart from my wanting to alert the reader to my present questions about the true 'name' or understanding 
of that 'more inner superphysical region' which forms the heart of this study, I want to say that I am glad to be 
able once again, to make it available, feeling that it is a contribution towards expanding contemporary, 
astrological research, as well as carrying forward the work of Willie Sucher, the astrosophical pioneer who first 
alerted me to the significance of this important, largely lost, current in the history of astrology. Further I 
encourage readers interested in this subject to investigate the rich contribution offered by Robert Powell in his 
Hermetic Astrology, Volumes I and II. 
 

Finally I would like to ask any readers who would like to discuss any of the content of the book with me to 
please feel free to do so. 
 



"In the beginning was the Word" is the law not only of the world but also of the realisation of 
inspiration in each individual biography. And the entire community of Hermeticists lives under this 
law, under the law of inspiration. 
 
Everyone lives under this law. The community of Hermeticists is distinguished from the rest of 
mankind only in that it is borne-in an irresistible way-to be conscious of it and to know what 
happens both to them and to the rest of humanity. 
 
The lot of Hermeticists differs from that of every human being only in that the former hunger and 
thirst for comprehensive knowledge of that which the latter undergo. Their lot does not bring any 
priviledge with it; on the contrary, rather, it is an added duty with which Hermeticists are charged, 
notably the inner duty to understand the totality of miracles and disasters which is life and the 
world... 
 
Anonymous Author (from Meditations on the Arcana of the Tarot) 
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PREFACE 
 

In the first Volume of this series: The Qualities of Time: Contributions Towards a Modern 
Understanding of How the Cosmos Works in Man, we explored the question of how the spiritual forces of the 
Sun and the Earth, working by virtue of their respective motions through the sidereal and tropical zodiacs, affect 
the spiritual forces of the human being both inwardly (sidereally) and outwardly (tropically), through the course 
of the year. The emphasis in that exploration was on the moral dynamic of these spiritual forces (virtues: 
"mean", and vices: "excess/lack,'). Also included was a brief consideration of the twelve senses, world views 
and formative currents. The overall focus in those considerations was on the twelve archetypal regions of the 
zodiac(s): Aries, Taurus, etc. 
 

In the second Volume we entered into an exploration of rhythms of time of shorter duration. This led us 
to a consideration of the characters of the various "classical,, planets (Moon to Saturn), viewed in relation to the 
seven major Beatitudes from Christ's, Sermon on the Mount, and the seven philosophical moods, drawn from a 
contemplative study of Rudolf Steiner's indications from his lectures on Human and Cosmic Thought. 
 

In that book we also took a further step in our studies, moving from our consideration in Volume I of the 
effects of the more generalized forces of the universe upon ',everyman", to a consideration of how the various 
"universal" or "generalized" forces work into the "particularized" body of forces of individual human beings 
resulting from their particular configuration of planetary forces inscribed, as it were, around them from the 
moment of birth. This consideration led us more closely into that domain which is traditionally largely the 
concern of what is presently considered "astrology". 
 
 In the closing remarks of Volume 11 I tried to emphasize certain  aspects of what my explorations have 
led me thus far to conclude about the difficult question of freedom and determinism when viewed in relation to 
the implications of some of the findings I have thus far shared. As was there expressed: 
 

"It has been my aim to describe some of the rhythms in which the human being participates, 
whether in his more inwards or outward superphysical nature, during the course of the year. These 
rhythms, it could be argued, have been charted through 
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the ages with varying degrees of accuracy, and just as they may have previously worked in and 
around man so they can be discovered also to do so in the present. Nevertheless. viewed morally, 
one finds that many of the qualities of these various streams in which the self-attentive human being 
may find himself living can be seen, even in the course of a lifetime, to undergo a development of 
improvement or decline. Were these streams, seen both scientifically and morally, to be compelling 
factors to the individual, his destiny would be determined and his lot and that of mankind would 
appear bleak. I have tried to recount something of my experience that the human soul can find help 
offered to it within its inner being "oriented towards the spirit" ("Blessed are the beggars for the 
spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven"). This inner help, the more one participates within it, 
and becomes awake to its working, seems to lead the human soul to the experience that the factors 
viewed in the preceding pages as lawful rhythms in which it participates need not be compelling 
factors ("the flesh is weak"), nor need they lead to inevitable results, as a deterministic astrology or 
any system looking for hard and fast laws would have it." 
(The Qualities of Time, Vol. II, p. 211) 

 
In light of the inevitable questions raised about a "system looking for hard and fast laws" one of the 

intentions of this present book is to give voice to other, more "hidden" rhythms in human biography, which may 
even more strongly suggest cause for doubt about arguments or postures endorsing or accepting rigid cosmic 
determinism. This book will explore a rhythm, which, though on the one hand more subtle and less readily 
accessible to scrutiny, nevertheless, on the other hand, seems to me to be a "central, golden thread" in human 
biography; one which I have discovered in my ongoing attempts towards deepening my understanding of the 
unfolding human life in the light of cosmic rhythms. 
 

This rhythm which I have come to think of as revealing the "heart of biography" is known in its classical 
formulation as the Trutina of Hermes (Law of Hermes, see Introduction). It is expressive of the idea that there 
exists a certain correspondence between the timing of certain cosmic events in the pre-natal development and 
the timing of the earthly biography (post-natal) itself. 
 

In presently introducing as the object of our studies a more hidden aspect of biography -less transparent 
than the day to day influences of cosmic forces upon the human being we have thus far explored - I hope to 
bring our consideration one step closer to the possibility of trying to more intensively study one particular life's 
destiny in light of the various rhythms we will have, by that time, considered. Further, I am hoping that through 
investigating this 
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particular pre-natal, solar-earthly rhythm (the Trutina of Hermes), we can find additional evidence for my 
argument that the sidereal zodiac can be experienced as divided into 36 sectors, now viewed against longer 
rhythms of biography as compared with the shorter rhythms of day to day living we have thus far explored. 
 

Whereas in the first book we looked more at universal characteristics of man's relation to the cosmos, 
and in the second, more individualized characteristics; in this book, through looking at the biographies of nine, 
well-known personalities: Gandhi, Carl Jung, Emerson, Yogananda, Marie Curie, Henry Adams, Henry David 
Thoreau, Rudolf Steiner and Albert Schweitzer , both individually and in comparison with each other, I hope we 
will be able to gain a further understanding of how the universal characteristics are "individualized" by different 
personalities - in this case - in a more deeprooted, hidden aspect of the life's unfolding, the "heart" of the 
biography. 
 

This should bring us one step further in our consideration of some of the Qualities of Time in which the 
human soul participates, and further our understanding of how the soul's participation in these various "qualities 
of time', can be viewed in approaching some of the riddles of human biography and destiny so that we may 
become more conscious and creative determiners of our own future natures and destinies.  

 
"In other words, the human being must become conscious of the cosmic and earthly forces working 
in him, as well as the substantial processes working with him, for the very purpose that, through 
thus becoming conscious, he may develop an ever increasing freedom into the master over the inner 
and outer dynamics, the forces and substances of Nature, and his own organisation. With regard to 
these facts, we do not become free by denying or by simply establishing them, but only through a 
knowledge which enables us to acquire a conscious control of them." 
Dr. Guenther Wachsmuth (Reincarnation as a  Phenomenon of Metamorphosis, pp. 154-155) 

 
As an essential afterthought I must add the following. The reader should understand that I clearly 

recognize and take full responsibility for the fact that this book is not without fault. From my imperfect typing, 
to the inexactness of the dating and my "creative', punctuation, there is certainly room for improvement. It is my 
hope that if there develops more of an interest in the ongoing unfolding of this work I will have the means to 
employ others who have skills in areas where mine are deficient. Thus far my pleas 
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for practical assistance have met with little response. Nevertheless I am increasingly convinced of the value of 
this work and intend to continue with it to the best of my ability and within the context of the resources 
available to me. Rather than criticize the various, more superficial lacks in this work I would be grateful for 
positive assistance -either through offered skills or financial contributions. I understand - as I have often been 
told -that this work is difficult! Hence, I do not expect hasty judgements about its value or lack of it. Certainly it 
would take some time for someone who had the interest to test the accuracy and helpfulness of my suggestions. 
 

I am making this present, third Volume of this series available in this stage of "relative" imperfection, 
because I think the law which I am trying to elucidate in it is of deep importance for anyone seriously interested 
in fathoming some of the mysteries of human biography and destiny. Given that the consideration and testing of 
this law on the part of the reader will demand an inner life trained to some degree in the activity of reading in 
the "book of life", I doubt whether a reader with such an inner disposition and genuine interest would be 
discouraged by my imperfect typing, creative punctuation, etc. The "logic" of this law stands with a fair degree 
of transparency before my contemplative consideration of it. This imperfect book is one attempt to clothe that 
law -somewhat "naked" before a gaze considering it for years - in a garment which will help to gradually reveal 
to the serious reader the underlying mystery towards which it points. 
 



"There is a very strong prejudice in the world today against astrology and this is understandable and 
also constitutes a definite safeguard for the gullible and stupid. Predictional astrology is, to my 
personal point of view, both a menace and a handicap. If a person is highly developed they will 
begin to rule their stars. They will do the unpredictable and their horoscope will prove inaccurate 
and have no meaning at all. If a person is undeveloped then the probability is that their stars 
completely condition them and their horoscope will therefore be entirely accurate from the 
predictional angle. When this is so and the person accepts the dictum of their horoscope their free 
will is completely stultified, they work entirely within the limits of their horoscope and the result of 
this is that they fail to make any personal effort to free themselves from the possible determining 
factors. 
 
I often smile to myself when people boast and say that  Their horoscope is entirely accurate and that 
every thing happened to them as their horoscope indicated. What they are really  saying amounts to 
-I am an entirely mediocre person; I have no free will of my own; I am entirely conditioned by my 
stars and,  therefore, have not the faintest intention of making any progress in this life at all. This 
type of horoscope is one that the best of astrologers avoid. The finest men in this field are 
primarily concerned with character delineation which is most helpful and with the effort to discover 
in what manner the horoscope of the soul can be cast so that the life purpose of the incarnating in-
dividual can be ascertained, and therefore a clear  distinction can be made between the tendencies of 
the personality established through many incarnations and the emerging purpose and  will of 
the soul." * 
 
Alice Bailey (from her Unfinished Autobiography) 

 
 
 
* Although I have a number of questions about the above formulation I think it raises some question very 
relevant to the following presentation and hence felt it not inappropriate to place it here. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

About 12 years ago I was first introduced to an idea coming from the work of Willi Sucher, a student of 
star wisdom viewed in the light of Rudolf Steiner's, Anthroposophy, which suggested that the movements of the 
planets from the time of conception until birth had a definite relation to later biographical events. Being deeply 
interested in the question of the spiritual effects of the movement of the Sun and the Earth through the zodiac(s) 
during the course of the year, I began to give some attention to the proposed relation between biographical 
events and the motions of the Sun and the Earth through the siderealconstellation zodiac (as had been suggested 
by Mr. Sucher) during the embryonic period. At first I looked at my own life in the light of this theory, then I 
began to contemplate the lives of historical personalities in view of it. Although I am still uncertain about the 
exact "law" for finding the so-called "prenatal epoch" -beginning of the conception period - (I will say more 
about this shortly), I gradually came to feel that the above hypothesis in relation to the motion of the Sun and 
the Earth seemed to be borne out through my contemplative consideration of it. 
 

In the last five years I have had the opportunity to observe two changes in my own biography 
corresponding to changes occurring in the conception to birth rhythm. These two changes through which I have 
participated in the present with wide awake consciousness has led me to feel more convinced of the reality of 
this law. This conviction and my feeling of its ongoing confirmation in the various lives I continue to consider 
has led me to feel that it might be of help to others if I could present an argument for the law which would, on 
the one hand, richly illustrate it, and on the other, provide others with some guidelines as to how they could 
contemplate their own lives and that of others in the light of it. This is what I will attempt to do in the following 
pages. I should say, as pointed out in the preface, that the perception of this current in human biography is in no 
way immediately trasparent and will probably demand a fair measure of inner activity on the part of the reader. 
In exception to this statement I could cite a few examples of individuals who had some knowledge of my work 
but had not studied it in depth bringing to me the question of their own observation of certain changes which 
they felt had occured in their own biography which corresponded to the law under review. 
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I think it can make an essential contribution to the understanding of human destiny, without which the material 
presented in the preceding two books would be left seriously incomplete, and consequently potentially 
misleading. Let us look at the implications of this statement a little further in the light of the ground we have 
thus far covered in the first two books. 
 

In the first Volume we looked at some of the superphysical forces of the cosmos and their effects upon 
the human being in the cosmic present. In the second book we continued this exploration looking at shorter 
rhythms, but also introduced the idea that something from the past (the planetary forces impressed around the 
human being by virtue of the planetary positions from the moment of birth) was -in a sense carried from the past 
throughout an earthly life. In this way we could say that the planetary positions at birth, carried in what we have 
called the "more external superphysical nature', are apparently something from the past which nevertheless has 
some relation to the present, in that this impression from the moment of birth is carried throughout an entire 
earthly life. We could say that looking at the cosmic present we have the present planetary influences working 
sometimes through this body of forces carried over from the past (the moment of birth). For example, although 
the Moon moving through a, Leo region in the constellations in the cosmic present will stimulate the more 
inward superphysical heart currents, this radiation will work through the more fixed, outward heart archetypal 
currents, which have taken their particular "form" by virtue of the Sun's (heart related) placement from the 
moment of birth. Hence we have the influence of the cosmos in the present working through a cosmically 
determined influence carried over from the past. The reader may recall that I mentioned that one has the 
impression that these present influences do slightly modify the currents and form from the past, albeit slowly 
and gradually. 
 

I have also suggested that from a certain point of view one can feel more "free" in the capacity to change 
-out of an act of will arising from a disciplined inner life- the more inner influences of the present than one can 
feel in relation to the more outer currents, which, because of their greater "fixity" are less plastic, hence harder 
to alter at will. Perhaps one could say that the more inner currents have the plasticity or chageability of air, the 
more outer currents more that of water. 
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What was thus far described in the first two books, though borne out of direct, modern research into the 
living realities involved, nevertheless fits (to some degree) into certain classical astrological conceptions in the 
broad sense, not necessarily in the details. But what was there described as a means of "naming" some of the 
living "realities", leaves one feeling that there is certainly a "ghost in the machine" that could be assembled 
from the material thus far presented. That is to say that although one may be able to experience the 
correspondence between the more external superphysical currents and the planetary placements from the 
moment of birth, and may be able to see the present working of the cosmic forces through these more fixed 
external currents, when one inwardly enters into the life of another or within one's own life, the "ghost in the 
machine" (one of many I imagine) is the breath of a rhythm of much greater duration than the ten day, etc. 
rhythms we have thus far explored. In relation to this particular ghost in this mechanism of cosmic rhythm we 
have a particular temporal motif in biography which perhaps is pointed to in the descriptions of artists when we 
hear of their "blue period" or "brown period", etc. Later on we will see in our study of the life of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson how truly his biographer names his "philosophical period", his "phenomenalistic period", his 
"idealistic period". These "periods" in the course of biography I will suggest are about 2 1/2  years long (this 
will be explained shortly) and can be felt to be, as it were, where the human heart is living in a more hidden way 
than even the relation of the human heart to the present working of the inner, sidereal Sun during the course of 
the year. 
 

To summarize we see the following: 
 

1. one has a solar archetype carried for the duration of a life, impressed around (in a manner of speaking) 
the human heart by virtue of the Sun's placement from the moment of birth. About 70 year duration. 
 

2. Next one has the transitory influence of the solar motion through the respective inner (sidereal) and 
outer (tropical) zodiac(s). About 10 day on the average, with greater variations in the sidereal (constellation) 
zodiac due to its unequal divisions. 
 

3. Finally one has a more hidden solar archetype, which although prefigured in the motion of the Sun 
through the embryonic period that is even farther in the past than the moment of birth may (I use the term 
deliberately to point to my tentativeness on this point) have to do with currents of destiny which are working 
more out of the 
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present towards the future, bringing about another sphere of influence which distinguishes it from those 
influences coming about by virtue of the configuration from birth. This rhythm I will suggest is about on the 
average 21 years long. It corresponds to where the more inner heart or center of the human being is living at any 
given time in the biographical unfolding. 
 

In this third region of solar experience it could be argued that the human being stands potentially even 
more freely of determining factors than in the birth configuration or in the more inward, present cosmic solar 
influence. Given what will emerge as a picture of the significance of this third solar rhythm for the destiny of 
the human being, I hope the reader may then understand what I mean when I suggest that if this sphere of the 
life of the human soul is overlooked, then the soul may be endangered by having its attention directed to other 
currents in which it lives, which may have more of an orientation towards the past and present, rather than the 
future. I am not suggesting that these are the only influences at play. Nor am I suggesting that my understanding 
of the past, present and future in relation to these various currents is yet fully transparent to me. What I am 
suggesting, in the light of the quote from Alice Bailey introduced earlier, is that unless there is a more complete 
picture of the entire scope of the life of the soul, an inadequate or incomplete one endangers the soul by locking 
it within a framework which does not do justice to its complete living reality. This book hopes to make a further 
contribution to understanding another sphere of this living reality in which the human soul participates. It is not 
meant to imply that this is the only further sphere of living reality in which it participates. 
 

Let us now consider the particular rhythm, law or sphere of "living reality" of which we have been 
speaking more generally in a more detailed manner. 
 

The "law" to which Willi Sucher drew my attention years ago, is technically known in astrological 
literature as the Trutine of Hermes or the Prenatal Epoch. One of its formulations, as stated earlier, is that there 
exists a relationship between the pre-natal conception (not necessarily corresponding to physical conception, 
one of the difficulties some critics of the law have with it) to birth movement of the planets and the following 
biographical events. Recently I have come across a discussion of some of the various opinions about this 
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"law" in the book: Recent Advances in Natal Astrology: A Critical Review, 1900-1976. A reader looking at the 
few pages devoted to reviewing the literature on research done on the pre-natal epoch will see a number of 
different conceptions about it and conflicting opinions as to the scope of its validity or whether it is, in fact, 
valid at all. The author's summation gives one a good sense of this. He writes: 
 

 "These technicalities plus the results of the previous section indicate that, however intriguing the 
concept of the prenatal epoch may be in principle, in practice it is simply wrong." (p. 477) 

 
Hardly a statement to introduce a lengthy argument in favor of this law! But this statement needs to be 

understood in the context of the many claims made about the law. In light of my own research and the intention 
of this book I would like to state the law and my findings in relation to it in a particular way. The law suggests 
that if one takes the placement of the ascendant or descendant at birth and goes back approximately nine solar 
or 10 lunar months (a normal term of about 273 days), and looks to the time when the moon stands at the place 
where either the ascendant or descendant stood at birth one will find a kind of significant starting point or 
"epoch" from which to make calculations between biographical events and the ongoing progress of the planets 
from this starting point through the gestation period. This, in any event was one aspect of what was first brought 
to my attention. Actually Mr. Sucher presented it in a somewhat more complicated manner at first. He 
suggested another factor related to the waxing or waning of the moon at birth. Suffice it to say that I considered 
this for some time but discovered (still tentatively) that to the degree of my needed accuracy (why will become 
clear shortly) it usually was sufficient if I simply took the ascendant and descendant line from birth and found 
the date when the moon was either in one or the other of these positions, closest to the normal term of 273 days. 
This led to times when the moon was found to fall almost in the middle -in relation to either the ascendant or 
descendant in relation to the average 273 day period. In such cases I took both alternatives to determine which 
seemed more true to a particular life's unfolding. I always had a certain uneasiness about this calculation for a 
starting point but I often felt it did lead me with approximate closeness to that point which would then seem to 
fairly well correspond to the ongoing biographical progress. One of the peculiar experiences that occured with 
greater and greater frequency was that individuals who expressed some interest in coming to speak to me about 
their lives would do so when the present moon would be moving over where 
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their progressed Sun or Earth movement in the gestation period would at that moment be standing 
corresponding to a starting point gained in the above stated way. That is to say if someone came to see me when 
the moon was standing in 250 of the sign of Leo, corresponding to the first third sector of the constellation Leo, 
when I calculated their pre-natal conception starting point using simply the formulation of the moon at epoch 
corresponding to the ascendant or descendant at birth, and then progressed the sun in the manner to be discussed 
following I would repeatedly discover that the Sun or Earth was at that time corresponding to their pre-natal 
unfolding standing at about 25 0 of the sign of Leo! This was something which I in no way looked for. In fact, 
not being an astrologer, and willing to speak to others simply as a response to a certain question life has brought 
to me, I still have certain scruples about looking for such correspondences. Despite this, I saw it on many 
occasions. This led me to feel that here also was more evidence supporting this particular formulation of the 
law. I say more evidence; I don't think yet conclusive evidence. 
 

Having established this as a tentative starting point I next used Willi Sucher's idea (as it had come to me 
through him) that I should take an equivalency of 7 earthly years= 27.3 days or one Lunar month in the 
conception process. Consequently 70 earthly years = 7x10 = 27.3 x 10 or 273 days in the gestation period. I 
began to consider biographies in light of this equation. I said to myself: If I look at such and such at the age of 
7, do I have any evidence that what I can find at that age corresponds qualitatively to the influence coming from 
the Solar motion through a particular sidereal region 27.3 days past its starting or epoch point? That is to say if 
the calculated epoch was Jan. 7, 1869, as we find in our first example of the life of Mahatma Gandhi, I 
wondered whether the placement of the Sun on Feb. 3, 1869 in relation to the constellation sector of 
Capricorn-Virgo had any discernible relation to biographical events, Gandhi's own impulses, etc. at about the 
age of 7? Was there a discernible relation between the biographical events at the age of 14 and the Sun's 
placement in the sidereal constellations 27.3 days later on March 2, etc. Initially, being guided in my 
consideration by Willi Sucher's studies I was quite uncertain about this correspondence. (I, at first, also 
considered the rhythms of the other planets, but eventually focussed in on the Sun, then on the Sun/Earth 
combination of influences.) As I became more convinced of the reality 
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of my experience of the 36 divisions during the course of the year, I naturally asked myself: should I consider 
the correspondence of the motion(s) of the Sun and the Earth from the starting epoch point, through the 
constellations in relation to 36 sectors, rather than solely the division of 12, as Mr. Sucher had done. In doing 
so, after years of consideration, I grew more convinced of my experience of the correspondence between the 
motion of the Sun from the epoch point through the sidereal zodiac of 36 divisions, relating in a correspondence 
mathematically of 3.9 days in the gestation period corresponding to 1 year in the biography, (27.3 days=7 
biographical years or 3.9 days=1 biographical year). Given that each constellation division is approximately 30 
0 in width, this would mean that the equation would be about: 1 constellation division=27.3 days in gestation=7 
years of biography. This leaves over about 21 0 in each constellation or about the equivalent of half a year. 
Hence we could say more exactly that a constellation division of 30 0 would be traversed in about 30 days in the 
conception to birth rhythm. These 30 days would be equivalent to about 7 1/2 years in the biography. Since I 
considered each constellation as trisected or on the average divided into three 10 0 sectors, this would mean that 
the approximate 71 year period corresponding to 30 0 would also be trisected, giving three periods of 21 years 
each. Hence, my earlier suggestion of a longer cycle of "life periods" of about 2 1/2 years each. 
 

As I further continued with my contemplations of biographies I could see more and more clearly that the 
central motif or soul mood that seemed to "color" these 2 1/2 year periods was accompanied by a second 
prevailing mood or "color" which was related to the motion of the spiritual Earth through the 36 sidereal 
constellations opposite the Sun. This correspondence is spoken of in Volume I of The Qualities of Time, pp. 
230ff. 
 

So what could be said, in summary, is that I discovered by finding my starting point through determining 
the position of the Sun at epoch (conception viewed in light of this law), and then using the equivalency of 3.9 
days of gestation solar motion= 1 year of biographical unfolding, and considering the biographical events at that 
corresponding time in relation to what region of the 36 constellation divisions the Sun/Earth were then moving 
through, I could find my way to essential concerns of the individual during the  
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biographical period. (Of course the Sun and Earth do not always enter simultaneously into corresponding 
opposite regions due to the unequal lengths of the various constellations. This also affects the lengths of the 
respective periods. Where a 30 0 constellation would have an equivalent of 3 ten day sectors= 3x 212 years of 
earthly biography, a 360 constellation such as Taurus would be divided into 3 twelve day sectors= 3x 3 years for 
each sector in the corresponding bioqraphical events.) 
 

Whereas the classical Trutine of Hermes, the pre-natal epoch, has been used, for example, to try to 
rectify birth charts (that is determine, for example, exact times of birth when they were unknown), etc: what I 
will be arguing in the following investigations is simply that there is a pattern in the "heart of biography", the 
law of which is a correspondence between the motion of the Sun and the Earth through the 36 regions of the 
sidereal zodiac, during the gestation period, where 39 days in this period corresponds to 1 year of earthly life. I 
will further, tentatively, suggest that one aspect of this lawthat the ascendant or descendant at birth is where the 
moon can be found at epoch, approximately 273 days prior to birth, whichever of these two would be found to 
fall closer to the average span of gestation, is a good hypothesis to test further. In the context of these factors the 
reader will find in the following studies certain variables. 
 

First there is the problem of knowing exact birth times for all the historical personalities whose lives are 
being viewed in light of this particular cosmic rhythm. Given that every hour or so the ascendant will move 
about 150 and that it takes the moon over 1 day to move 15 0 we would find that if the birth time is in error even 
1 hour this would make our starting point in error 3 months since 4 days (appx.) is equivalent to one year, one 
day would be equivalent to about 3 months. Given that in a few of the following biographies the birth times are 
in question, this would upset any precise mathematical-temporal correlations. This factor in itself would throw 
into question any claims I might make for precise correspondences. 
 

The next difficulty is that when I originally tried to do the detailed work which will follow in the 
biographical studies I did not take into account that most of the individuals considered lived between 50-150 
years ago. Consequently, the places of transition for the Sun and Earth motion through the 36 sidereal divisions 
would 
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be altered 10 for each 72 years, due to the precession of the equinoxes. (see Volume I, page 417, appendix A). 
This would add most often a further factor of 1 0- 2 0 error which would be an equivalent to 3-6 months in error 
of exact timing of events. The reader should remember that I began to contemplate these biographies more for 
the pattern of development rather than with the concern for exact timing of events. It was only when I thought 
to try to share with others my inner perception of this rhythm that I went to 4500 pages of biographical material 
in order to present an argument which others could follow. Hence, given that often events in the biography or 
autobiography may be spoken of as occurring in a particular year or at a particular age, I was not looking for 
exact dates to pin down exact correspondences. Because of these factors I was able to overlook initially my 
oversight in relation to the factor of the precession affecting timing. Although I think it is more than justified to 
say that my lack of precision weakens, if not in some people's estimation discredits my argument, in defense of 
it I only ask the reader to give the following pages an open hearing. He can judge of my relation to detail from 
the preceding two books, and perhaps on that basis feel he is not being overly generous in temporarily setting 
aside those doubts which may incline him to question the value of going further. Ultimately, the reality of this 
rhythm in human biography will not be seen through mathematical correlations, but only through a wide-awake 
inner participation in the lives under review themselves. That is not to say the mathematical correlation more 
exactly worked out -would not be desirable. The reader interested in carrying that aspect of these studies further 
is encouraged to do so. 
 

All 1 am suggesting at the present is that I am quite convinced of the essential pattern of the motion of 
the Sun and the Earth through the sidereal zodiac in the course of the gestation period in correspondence to the 
essential pattern in the biographical unfolding itself. The mathematical correspondence, though not exactly 
worked out in these examples, I think will also prove to demonstrate its validity, at least in respect of the 
correspondence of 3.9 gestation days to one year of earthly life. That is all I am trying to argue in the 
following pages. 

 
My hope in introducing these findings at this time is as an aid to the interested reader in his exploration 

of his own biography. I will go into this in greater detail after we explore the example lives given. What 
follows are studies of nine individual lives: Gandhi, Carl Jung, Emerson, Yogananda, Marie Curie, Henry 
Adams, Henry David 
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Thoreau, Rudolf Steiner and Albert Schweitzer. These are viewed in light of the above proposed rhythm. I will 
give a systematic presentation of the data from each life -seen against the accounts given in the respective 
autobiographies and biographies. Following each individual study will be my brief interpretive description of 
the data. The reader who has already worked his way through the first or first and second Volumes in this 
series will find this material as a further contribution to portraying the 12 archetypal regions, and the seven 
(nine) planetary processes seen in the context of their rulerships of the respective regions as discussed in 
Volume II. I hope the value of this exploration will be, in addition to the elucidation of the proposed "law", that 
life pictures will be presented from the lives of nine well-known personalities which will illustrate the 12 
archetypal regions and planetary processes which I have otherwise -for the most part- tried to portray from my 
own experiences of them. 

 
The book was originally written somewhat independently of the first two Volumes so some of the 

material may seem repetitive. The reader should use his judgement as to how closely he wants to study the 
detailed material given, and how he can best use it as a practical guide to his own exploration of these 
particular patterns within his own life. This will be explicated in the final chapter of the book. 

 
After having looked at the life courses of these nine well-known and well documented personalities we 

will then consider these lives in relation to each other. Whereas in viewing one life we will find it interesting to 
consider the different relations the same individual may have had to the same archetypal regions at different 
times during the course of his or her life (considering also the interchange of the Sun/Earth line: that is the Sun 
standing where the Earth may have stood, and then the Earth standing where the Sun stood previously) we will 
then consider the various lives in relation to each other. That is to say we will look at all the times when either 
the Sun or the Earth of any of the personalities may have stood in relation to the Virgo forces, for example. 
From the pictures which arise out of the various thoughts, feelings, actions and events which we 'find in the 
lives of the respective individuals during their passage through the Virgo region, a portrait of Virgo will emerge 
out of the lives themselves. This will be done for the 12 archetypal regions with the implicit correspondence of 
the planetary rulers 
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considered as well. Also, in this way, the reader will have the opportunity to explore the question of how 
different individuals take hold, as it were, of the various archetypal regions through which they each (as we all 
do) move during these longer periods in the course of human biography. I think this comparison can open a 
doorway on many avenues of potentially fruitful consideration into riddles of human biography and human 
individuality. 
 

This will be followed by concluding remarks about the scope and limitations of such a study and 
practical suggestions as to how the reader could work with some of the implications of the preceding material 
himself. Finally we will briefly consider what the implications of this further cosmic rhythm we have explored 
may be for our developing understanding of human biography and destiny. 
 
 Let us end this introductory chapter with a thought expressed by the astronomer, Dr. Elizabeth Vreede, a 
student of Rudolf Steiner and a teacher to Willi Sucher, whose work first led me to an exploration of this 
particular rhythm. In it we can perhaps only ask ourselves do we find some spiritual foundation as to why the 
conceptionto birth rhythm appears to prefigure the "heart" of the soul's experience in the course of the coming 
life? 

"At this point still one more dramatic moment plays a part, a moment which is the mirror of another 
event playing its part immediately after death. Just as then, before the etheric body is laid aside, the 
tableau of the preceding life ensues when in powerful, solemn pictures the whole life unrolls itself 
once more before the watching soul, so does the soul foresee the coming life at the moment when 
below on Earth the purification takes place. Again the life shows itself in pictures, naturally not in 
all the details as can be done in the case of the earth life that has run its course, but the destiny 
which awaits man in the next life reveals itself in its general configuration and contour. Whereas the 
life-tableau after death is received in a deeply earnest condition, quite undisturbed by personal 
feelings, the prevision makes a powerful, a shattering impression upon the soul by which it is 
possible to explain many things in earth life by way of feelings and having a presentiment of 
destiny." 
 Dr. Elizabeth Vreede, Anthroposophy and Astronomy, Seventh Letter. March, 1929 

 



"This rapturous literature of wholeness does not explore the unity it apotheosizes; it merely 
contemplates and admires. Personality, it says, is like a symphony. Granted; but does not the 
comprehension of symphonic unity come only through an understanding of the articulate weaving 
of motifs, movements, bridge-passes, modulations, contrasts and codas? Nothing but empty and 
vague adjectives can be used to characterize the work as a whole. If a totality is not articulated, it is 
likely to become an incomprehensible blur; it can then be extolled, but not understood. What is 
more fatal, the rhapsodic approach seriously oversimplifies the whole problem, underestimating the 
conflicts and discords in every life. Unity at best is a matter of degree." 
Gordon Allport 
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CHAPTER I:  
Individual Studies in Human Biography In Light of the 

Solar-Earthly Conception to Birth Rhythm 
 

To aid the reader's understanding of the following studies of various biographies in light of the motion of 
the Sun and the Earth through the 36 sidereal (constellation) zodiacal regions during the gestation period 
-corresponding to the human heart (Sun) and will (Earth) concerns reflected by virtue of the various 
constellation sectors through which they are moving - with a correspondence of 3.9 days in the gestation period 
being equivalent to 1 year of earthly life, I will draw a diagram of the 36 divisions of the zodiac seen in relation 
to the days of the year and the corresponding degrees of the tropical zodiac. In the individual biographical 
studies I have simply given the dates corresponding to where the Sun would be standing at different stages in 
the gestation process, corresponding to certain ages in the biography itself. Beneath these dates are written the 
constellation sectors in which the Sun and the Earth would be standing at those times in the year's course. 
 

I have thus far never experienced the Sun's motion working through the tropical signs to have any 
significance in relation to the particular current of destiny being considered. In looking at the following diagram 
which is given for the present (1987) the reader should keep in mind that for every 72 years, we would fall back 
10 . That is to say whereas in the present the Sun enters the constellation of Aries on April llth at 220 of the 
tropical zodiacal. Aries, 72 years ago the Sun would have entered the constellation of Aries on April llth but at 
21 0 of the tropical region of Aries.* 
 
 
 
* See Appendix I for a further explanation of the factor of precession. This factor needs to be taken into account 
in working with the following Tables, which are given for the present, as well. 
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On the following page I have given a diagram depicting the motion of the spiritual Earth through the 36 
regions of the sidereal zodiac. For the moment I will suggest that in our consideration of the following 
biographies we will see the spiritual Sun and the spiritual Earth working together simultaneously, in the manner 
in which this was described in Volume I of this series (pp. 230ff.), but in relation to the gestation period and the 
corresponding longer rhythm of 2 1/2 years in the biography. Perhaps I could say that the Sun seems to reflect 
more the feeling-thinking quality of the related life period, and the Earth more the quality of willing. This is 
said, at best, tentatively. Considering how intimately the forces of the spiritual Sun and the Spiritual Earth work 
together and seeing how the cooperation of these two spheres of forces contribute to giving a biography its inner 
dynamic or "heart", as it unfolds in time, I think it best to consider both of these factors in relation to the 
following biographical studies. 
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Next I would like to present a schematic picture of the 12 archetypal constellation regions, simply listing 

some of the major attributes of each region as they have been more exhaustively explored in the previous two 
Volumes. The reader should return to the relevant material in those books whenever he feels that the brief 
interpretive material given in the following biographical accounts is insufficient for his satisfactory 
understanding of them. He could also look at the brief characterisations of each region preceding the 
comparisons of how the various personalities considered each stood in relation to them. This is following the 
individual studies themselves on pages 293ff.  



 





 



 
30 

 
 In the biographical studies which follow I have, in each case, only drawn on one work in respect of any 
given individual under consideration. My preference has been for autobiographies written by individuals, part of 
his character has been a dedication to clear self-knowledge. This is true of our discussion of Gandhi's: The Story 
of My Experiment with Truth; Carl Jung's, Memories, Dreams and Reflections; Rudolf Steiner's, The Course of 
My Life; Yogananda's, Autobiography of a Yogi; Albert Schweitzer's, Out of My Life and Thought, and Henry 
Adams', The Education of Henry Adams. In other cases we have taken as portraits, biographies which seem to 
present a clear and living picture of the individual discussed, as in Eve Curie's, Madame Curie; Gay Wilson 
Allen's, Waldo Emerson; Walter Harding's, The Days of Henry David Thoreau, and finally, in the case of Albert 
Schweitzer, a biography to supplement his autobiographical account: Albert Schweitzer, ~ Biography, by 
George Marshall and David Poling. 
 

There are many other lives I have inwardly considered in light of the particular "law" or conception I am 
trying to illustrate through the following considerations in this book. Because of my personal interest in the 
above mentioned individuals I chose to return to their lives and give them a more careful reading, drawing from 
them those "essential" currents which run through the richness of each life. Rather than elaborate these studies 
with further biographies I hope that the exploration of the following lives will be sufficiently representative to 
open up a pathway for the reader's own further investigations. 1 hope after I have completed other work, I can 
return to this question and consider at least one life far more precisely and exhaustively. 
 

In concluding these preliminary remarks before looking at the lives themselves I would like to say some 
final things about the question of method. One exercise Rudolf Steiner suggests on his path of training, depicted 
in his book, Knowledge of the High Worlds and Its Attainment, is for the student to develop the ability to 
distinguish that which is essential from that which is inessential. This faculty is implicitly one of the tools which 
I have used in these contemplative explorations of biography. At times the reader may feel that my selection of 
certain events as representative of particular archetypes in the course of the unfolding biography may seem 
arbitrary: an attempt to fit the phenomena into my theory about them. 
 



31 
 
I must honestly admit that frequently I have found myself beset with this temptation, and I have probably, on 
occasion, succumbed to it. Nevertheless, as I have repeatedly plunged into new biographies, and reviewed 
biographies already known to me, I am, time and again, amazed to discover this golden thread of the spiritual 
Sun/Earth rhythm running through the biography as the essential "heart" of a life, around which the other 
planetary motifs ring with their various melodies. 
 

In my exploration of the following material I have called, primarily, on two distinct faculties to 
undertake them. The first was the transformation of the accounts which I studied into a series of pictures. 
Reading lives as if they were a series of imaginations. I have spent some years exploring the question of what 
different "creative forces" give rise to particular life gestures. My suggestion is that behind the events of a life 
and gestures of soul made by human beings at certain times, even form and figure, there work different 
superphysical currents. These, each in turn, "inspire" these events, soul gestures, etc. This is not a matter of 
so-called "symbols". The skeletal structure or the bony part of the top of the skull in the body is not a "symbol" 
of the forces of Saturn, for example, but rather a -manifestation of one of the actual, concrete fruits or 
consequences of its living operation as active, shaping force upon the body. 
 

When a man cries out in fear, the actual phenomenon of soul apparent to others may be the cry, with a 
certain quality of feeling related to it. If one, so to speak, wilfully wipes out the cry, and enters into the inner 
gesture of fear which accompanied it and lay behind it, one finds oneself one step behind or within the 
immediately perceptible phenomenon to a more deep-rooted sphere of causes. This, in principle, is what has 
been done in the following studies, although it must be kept in mind that before the studies were undertaken I 
had already made a systematic investigation into the relation between many life gestures and the spiritual forces 
which give rise to them. Some of the fruits of these studies have been detailed in the first two Volumes of this 
series, and presented in the previous diagram. 
 

The second "faculty" I have used in these investigations has to do with the fruit of my cultivation of 
what I will call: a feeling or sense for 11 the living dynamics of words and thoughts". What I  
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mean by this can be seen in the following way. One can read certain astrological texts in which different 
"words" or "key phrases" are given over to the rulership of different planets, signs or the like. Besides questions 
I have about some of the ideas on correspondences often I feel coming from tradition and not direct, empirical 
observation - there also exists the danger of trying to define and make too rigid these classifications. To an 
attentive observation one can gradually see that any experience, event or object, looked at from different 
viewpoints, could be said to be influenced by a number of simultaneously operative superphysical currents 
(though most clearly in the case of objects, there may have been a prior working which has influenced the 
present object), so the giving of exclusive rulerships to particular events, etc. is always endangered with not 
doing complete justice to that which is being classified. Nevertheless, on the basis of sheer empirical 
observation of the "living dynamics of words and thoughts", I must confess, that after about 15 years of these 
observations, I have little doubt, that events, inner moods, objects, etc., can, with some degree of justification be 
seen in light of various, distinct, cosmic influences. 
 

When I use the phrase "the living dynamics of words and thoughts" I mean to suggest that different 
"words" or "names" or "ideas" stream out of (are inspired by) different regions of man's superphysical natures. 
After repeated self-observation and observation of othersin the "present cosmic moment"-being stimulated in 
that region of their "superphysical nature's "shaped by the Libra forces, I can, with scientific conviction, say 
that the words: "change"; choose; choice; challenge, all stream out of this region (people will use them when 
this regions is stimulated), with the initial ch sound being particularly emphasized. I can also say that when this 
region is being stimulated, concerns such as: marriage; social justice; fairness or balance of exchange; 
satisfaction or contentment of soul; and dissatisfaction, complaint, silliness, etc. are all present to the word and 
thought sense of the attentive listener or reader. In these respective cases we might say that these people are not 
speaking about Libra, rather are they speaking "out of 11 Libra. In another situation, they could be experienced 
as speaking "out of" the Leo spirits when they speak out of their heart's sensing of "compassion" or the 
"strength of someone's ego presence" or "whole-heartedness". These things are neither arbitrary, nor are they 
theoretical, but 
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are the fruit of a number of years of empirical observation of the "living dynamics of words and thoughts", as I 
have understood them through a trained observation of what words, thoughts and concerns arise, coincidental 
(out of) with what respective regions of man's superphysical natures is being stimulated. These are the two 
primary capacities I have used to carry out the research which lies behind my suggestions in this work 
 

If the reader, in reviewing the phenomena given for each of the lives under discussion (then in relation 
to each other), would try to make pictures of the phenomena as he is reading the lives themselves or my 
accounts of them (it would be best, of course, if he is unfamiliar with the detail of the lives for him to work 
through them for himself), I think (with some of the background which would have been gained from practical 
application of some of the suggestions in the first book of this series) he may gradually grow towards a sense of 
the "reality" of this particular rhythm or law it is the object of this book to explore. Of course he would want to 
do this with his own life as well. I will say more about this at the end of the book. 
 
 In respect of these activities I think the reader may gradually discover what I have come to discover; that 
is, that a human life or biography needs must be approached as the work of great artists, the creative beings of 
the universe in order to be "read" truly. In respect of this sense of the "artistry of the weavers of biography,, 
(which perhaps one could say we are first called to comprehend and then take on some of the artistic, creative 
weaving ourselves),I would like to share a thought of Rudolf Steiner's about 'artistry" or "art" itself. 
  

As an over-riding characteristic Rudolf Steiner emphasized that art can only truly live and breathe 
in the sphere where law and self-will meet in harmony. This balance between the tendency on the 
one hand to harden and on the other to disintegrate, we as human beings have to continually 
rediscover.'' 

 
This thought, considered in relation to these studies, characterizes the balance I have tried to maintain 

between the hardening tendencies of being constrained by the mathematical calculations inherent in these 
theories, and the disintegrative tendency inclining towards vague suggestions in relation to the intuitive, more 
plastic side of this "art"; the "art of interpretation". Many times in the previous months I have had to struggle 
with the intractability of the m mathematics of the "law", and the sometimes "arbitrariness" of selecting only 
those events in my interpretation of the life which 
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"fit into" and support the alleged "law". Between these two, I have tried to find my way to that sphere of life, 
and that means of interpretation seated in the human heart, whose 'law is freedom" and whose light of 
empiricism should be devoted, neither to what ought to be, nor what I might wish to be, but to what is. 
 

Having made these remarks let us now proceed with the studies themselves. We shall first consider the 
life of Mohandas Gandhi, as he has left an account of it for us in his book: An Autobiography or The Story of 
My Experiment With Truth. 
 



"Many autobiographies replete with famous names and colorful events are almost completely silent 
on any phase of inner analysis or development. One lays down these books with a certain 
dissatisfaction, as though saying: "Here is a man who knew many notable persons, but who never 
knew himself." This reaction is impossible with Gandhi's Autobiography; he exposes his faults and 
subterfuges with an impersonal devotion to truth rare in annals of any age." 
Yogananda 
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CHAPTER 11 
THE LIFE OF MOHANDAS GANDHI VIEWED IN THE LIGHT 

OF THE SOLAR-EARTHLY CONCEPTION TO BIRTH RHYTHM 
 

I will begin my consideration of the relation between the spiritual Sun and the spiritual Earth motion in 
its development through the embryonic period to the events of human biography with an exploration of the life 
of Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi, as he has portrayed it in his autobiography: The Story of My Experiment With 
Truth. My method of proceeding in this study and those following will be to extract from the biography or 
autobiography the narration of those feelings, reflections and events which are, for a particular life period, 
reflective of the essential currents of the respective Solar or Earthly archetypes. In certain cases this will be 
done through direct quotations from the personality under consideration, particularly in the case of 
autobiography. In other cases, biographical characterizations which seem to capture a particular life period will 
be excerpted. After the pages given in each chapter containing this distilled account of the life in 
correspondence to different ages and different placements of the progressed Sun and the progressed Earth, I 
shall give a brief discussion of an interpretive nature which will attempt to demonstrate how the different events 
in the life express (are signatures of) the working of the spiritual Sun and Earth through various cosmic regions, 
related fundamentally to the twelve basic force regions of the constellation world.* This discussion will assume 
a certain measure of familiarity from the reader with the basic natures of the various regions as was given, for 
example, in the first two Volumes of this series and schematically in the previous chapter. Although this is 
assumed, I think a reader naive to this knowledge could study the book itself and see portraits of the twelve 
regions emerging from it. In some ways this has been one of my hopes and intentions; that some of the material 
introduced in the following book could be seen in relation to life itself, unaided by preliminary "definitions". 
 
 
* The reader will notice that in speaking of the various constellation regions I some times speak of their 
"forces"; at other times the "spirits" related to, or working out of them. Perhaps I could say that as a 
"dynamist," I experience these influences as "forces" but as a "pneumatist", as "spirits". I leave it to the 
reader's own experience to determine which expression (or perhaps another) he feels is more apt. 
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As mentioned earlier, in what follows, I have tried to extract the essential events, feelings and thoughts 
from different life periods, occurrences which are temporally related to the Solar-Earthly line of influence as it 
moves through the gestation period. I hope the reader, reviewing the lives under consideration and 
supplementing the sketchy indications given here with much more in depth studies of these lives, will arrive at 
the conviction that I have not arbitrarily extracted the events which prove my theory, but rather those which are 
most significant to a gaze trained in distinguishing the essential from the inessential during any given life 
period. Of course, as in the case of autobiographies or biographies one asks oneself why the particular narrator 
of his or her life or that of another, chooses to recount particular events, feelings and thoughts and omits others? 
It has been a source of wonder to me to discover how often various narrators seem to recount those threads 
which are reflective of the progressing Sun and Earth motion. Of course I must say that after a time I was 
looking for it and another student of biography no doubt would find other things in the same accounts. 
 

In the following accounts there is a fair amount of variability in respect of knowledge of the hour of 
birth. In a few cases -Thoreau and Henry Adams~ I had no knowledge of a birth time at all. This can bring 
about alterations in timing possibilities up to about two* years. In those cases I tried to detect the essential 
pattern of on going progression from one region to the next rather than point to the exact tempora 1 
correspondence. in each specific life, I will cite the sources of birth data and try to give some sense of the range 
of discrepancy around the ,assumed ascendant" against which the calculation of the so-called "spiritual epoch or 
conception" is being made. These variables have already been discussed in the introduction. Although it would 
be preferable to be certain about the exact ascendant, hence exact beginning conception time, as well as the al-
teration due to the "precession of the equinoxes", it is not essential  given the intention of this book is an 
indicator to a golden thread in  human biography, rather than a precise and exact guide to timing. In the  future I 
hope to do some studies which will more precisely clarify the  timing question as well which for individuals 
who want to work practically  in their own lives and those of others With this theory is then essential. ** 

 
 

* See Appendix I. 
 
** See Appendices I and II. 
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In looking at the following accounts the reader will find that there are certain regions of experience 
corresponding to particular ages which stand out with great distinctness through their marked contrast with the 
preceding regions. We can, for example, see this in the transition in the Solar or Earthly archetype from the 
third division of the constellation of Taurus (Taurus-Capricorn) to the first division of the constellation of 
Gemini (Gemini). Such is also the case when we move from the third sector of the constellation of Sagittarius 
(Sagittarius-Leo) to the first region of Capricorn (Capricorn). The movement from the solar Leo to the 
Saturnian Capricorn will be a striking one in the following accounts in various examples. 
 

Further I should say that I have chosen biographies and autobiographies of personalities in whose nature 
was a will for a certain degree of self-understanding, though there is quite a range of variation in the degree to 
which this is true in the following studies. Gandhi, Jung, Steiner, Yogananda had a particular relation to 
selfexploration which was explicit. In the other cases perhaps it was more incidental to their life paths. 
 

Finally let me say this. There are various sources in the spiritual life of our time which suggest that there 
is great wisdom which lies behind the apparent course of human destiny. The content which has been 
introduced in the first two Volumes of this series lays a kind of foundation for a systematic exploration of this 
suggestion. The following studies is one of the fruits of my long-term exploration of the phenomena of human 
lives, seen, in this case, in relation to the conception to birth rhythm. 1 will in the following nine chapters 
introduce some of my findings and leave it to the reader to draw his own conclusions as to how convincing or 
unconvincing the evidence seems to be. 
 

Having made these preliminary remarks, let us now proceed with our first exploration of biography, the 
life of Mohandas Gandhi. In his autobiography Gandhi states that he was born on the 2nd of October, 1869. 
Marc Edmund Jones in his book the  Sabian Symbols gives the following data in respect of Gandhis birth. He 
says that Gandhi was born at Porbandar, India on October 2, 1869 at 7:33 A.M. His source for Gandhi's birth 
time is unknown to me. Lois M. Rodden in her book, The American Book of Charts, gives the birthday as 
October 2, 1869 and the time as 7:11 A.M. LMT for Pormandar, 
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India. She cites a number of different claims for the birth time, most ofwhich are for between 7:00 and 8:00 
A.M. For the purposes of thisdiscussion this uncertainty of an hour would lead to an equivalence of 15 0 or 
about one lunar day which would be equal to about three months in the biography. This should not be 
significant within the scope of the intentions of this book although exact times are certainly preferable. I have 
arbitrarily chosen the following as the chart I will use for my consideration of the life of Gandhi. The only 
significant aspect here in the context of this study is the ascendant-descendant line, which we see at 10 Scorpio- 
10 Taurus. 
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If we now look to approximately nine months before the date of birth, we find that on January 2, 1869 
the moon stood at about 3 0 of the sign of Virgo. Moving from here we discover that Gandhi's spiritual epoch 
(conception) would fall on about January 7, 1869 when the moon stood at the approximate place of the 
ascendant at the time of birth. We will take this as the starting date for our exploration. In this first example 
looking at the life of Gandhi the reader will find initial pages with phenomena drawn from his life 
corresponding to his age and where the progressed Sun-Earth line stood in correspondence to that age. On the 
accompanying opposite pages there will be interepretive material in which I try to further clarify the example 
given. This interpretive material intends to illustrate the relation of certain "life gestures" to particular 
archetypal regions. In the studies following the initial one devoted to Gandhi I will simply note in the account of 
the phenomena the corresponding archetypal regions and assume that by this time the reader- having worked his 
way through the first two books - will understand the "logic" of the interpretations. If at any point they present 
difficulty you could refer to the portraits of the archetypes drawn from these lives given on pages 294-426 of 
this book or the characterisations contained in the first two books in this series. 
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Mohandas Gandhi: The Story of My Experiment With Truth 
 

Let me start this review of Gandhi's life with another disclaimer about this law. I noticed during the 
course of exploration of lives that the first years up until adolescence were less completely transparent to me. 
Consequently I was led to wonder about the conception of Rudolf Steiner that the first three life periods were 
under the rulership of the Lunar forces (ages 0-7); Mercury forces (7-14); and Venus forces (14-21) and that 
only at about the age of 21 (with a focus on the next 21 years) did the human being enter into relation with the 
solar forces. To explore this conception adequately would demand much contemplation of many biographies 
with an emphasis on these first 21 years. Such a study which I hope someday to complete is presently beyond 
the scope of intentions in this book. In that for the following studies I have been guided by the author's 
themselves, there are varying degrees of thoroughness in the accounts given of the earlier years. In reviewing 
the question again aware of the evidence, though less convincing for the solar-earthly influence even in the 
earlier years I wonder whether a possible explanation for this is that the three other planetary influences 
strongly present in the first twenty one years tend to overshadow or diminish in significance the solar-earthly 
line previous to the age of maturity. Also that the individuals would be less conscious of its working and hence 
not choose to recount it as of essential significance. These are hasty speculations, not ones well weighed. I 
simply wanted to point out this question before we began looking at the various studies themselves so that the 
reader could keep this in mind. I would be grateful to know what others may come to feel about this question? 
 

Let us now turn our attention to the life of Gandhi itself. 
 

We discover at the age of 12, with his progressed Sun moving through the Aquarius-Gemini region and 
his progressed Earth moving through the opposite, Leo-Sagittarius region, an expression of his struggle with the 
question of "honesty". The relationship between honesty and the Gemini forces is characterized in the 
interepretive entry for this period in Gandhi's life. As a kind of counterbalance to this quality of honesty, we 
have an expression of a longing in Gandhi to "follow truth". Of course, from a certain point of view "honesty" 
and "following truth" can be seen as the same, although in the context of this study I am inclined to feel that 
they stream  
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from the progressed Solar sphere and the progressed Earthly sphere, respectively. 
 

The Gemini sphere, or the movement into the Aquarius-Libra sphere is given further expression in 
Gandhi's childhood marriage at the age of 13. The question of "faithfulness" has been pointed out as a Gemini 
inspired concern. Coupled with this is his "passion for truth" and his feeling that he should be as a teacher to his 
wife. This may be seen in relation to the Earth's connection with the Sagittarius forces. 
 

This, in principle, is how the interpretive entries, corresponding to the biographical characterisations in 
the life of Gandhi, can be understood. Inasmuch as in the case of Gandhi I have given fairly lengthy 
descriptions of the various regions to illustrate the manner of proceeding, it would seem unnecessarily 
redundant to continue with a characterization. In the following studies where I have reduced the interpretive 
material to more of a simple indication of the individual archetypes present in the various life periods I will 
introduce a more lengthy explanation in the concluding portion of each biographical study. 
 

What I am trying to convey to the reader through this first study of the life of Gandhi is that the apparent 
"reason" or "cause" of the fact that at about the age of 18 Gandhi had concerns in the sphere of "money", as well 
as a training in the virtue of "courtesy" -in his particular life lessons in "European etiquette" - was because at 
this time in his life his progressed Earth position was moving through that living sphere ensouled one could say 
by the "spirits of Virgo". We have suggested in the preceding two books that the Virgo region has to do with the 
creative forces in the world which inspire concern with money as well as the cultivation of the qualities of grace 
and courtesy. Stated otherwise, the reason why, the cause behind the fact that in Gandhis so-called "outer life" 
he was drawn into those currents of experience, is because in his socalled "inner-lifel"-through its connection 
with the conception to birth rhythm- he was actually living in those streams of forces which worked creatively 
behind and into those spheres which he met in the outer world as well. Virgo inside in the conception to birth 
rhythm corresponding to Virgo outside in the earthly biography. 
 

This, in principle, is what I will try to illustrate in the examples given. If the reader follows this 
argument and at least considers it a reasonable possibility he may then understand what 
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enormous implications it would have for the study of human psychology and biography. 
 

Giving a further illustration I would say that the "reason or cause" of Bentham's, Theory of Utility, 
coming into Gandhi's life when it did is because it was at that time in his life when Gandhi's progressed Earthly 
forces were moving through Virgo, which, in a sense, is the same sphere of forces or their expressions in life 
which was under investigation and explication in Bentham's book. 
 

The "reason" why Gandhi was particularly concerned with the question of diet, vegetarianism, etc. 
around the age of 21, is because that age in his biography corresponded to the time when his Sun moving 
through the conception to birth development, stood in relation to the Pisces-Cancer forces. We have seen both 
in Volumes I and II that the Cancer forces have an intimate relation to the process of incarnation, the "material, 
substantial world" as a basis for incarnation. We will see on different occasions in the following studies that the 
will to refine and purify one's body, just as the will to be able to build a body in which to incarnate, streams 
from the cancer region. This is the "reason" why, when Gandhis heart or solar forces were passing through the 
region-of the Cancer forces (the "mother world"), he was naturally inspired to become involved in those 
currents in the external world, the living background of which, were the same as the living solar currents in 
which he was dwelling in the related conception to birth rhythm. If we look at this in light of Christ's words: 
"where your heart is, there shall you be also", we could say that Gandhi's "heart" standing in relation to that 
region related to creating the physical body in the "inner world" led him to groups of people or conceptions 
borne of hearts warmed to similar concerns in the "outer world". 
 

1 think this critical point in these studies should at least have been made clear. I leave it to the reader's 
on going consideration to see whether the argument is convincing or not. A question naturally arises from what 
I have thus far suggested: Is there any indication that at other life periods for Gandhi (and others), that when the 
progressed Sun and Earth line were moving through similar archetypes (the same but in varied forms; Cancer 
Sun or Cancer Earth; Pisces-Cancer; Scorpio-Cancer or pure Cancer, etc.) he was involved with similar life 
concerns? Let us look at the phenomena in respect of this question. 
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We first saw Gandhi (Sun forces in Cancer; Earth forces in Capricorn) in relation to the Cancer 
inspiration concerned with questions of diet; eating eggs; vegetarianism. In relation to the Capricorn inspiration 
we saw him meeting a cardinal of the Church; visiting the Eiffel tower; visiting ancient Churches and exploring 
the question of prayer. Also at this time he was "called to the bar'* and had been engaged in a "kind of study" of 
"law". Part of this was his attendance at "dinners" (Cancer). It will be interesting to see that when Albert 
Schweitzer and Ralph Waldo Emerson stood in relation to the same archetypal sphere they were each concerned 
with the theological question of the "Lord's supper". We see further at this time in Gandhi's life his relation to 
the gesture of "renunciation" -reducing things to their "bare bones". We also saw a relationship with books and 
the education of children emerging at this time in Gandhi's life. These gestures I related to the influence of the 
Capricorn and Cancer forces. 
 

If we now look at the next time Gandhi's progressed Sun and Earth line moved through these regions - in 
this case the progressed Sun through Capricorn forces, the progressed Earth through Cancer forces, we find 
ourselves in Gandhi's life between (approx.) his 38th and 42nd years. The entries I have made, taken from my 
reading of his autobiographical characterization of this period in his life, read as follows: educating children; 
teaching; work on farm; not load children with books, only what he had digested from books. Here we find a 
certain similarity in life concerns in respect of the forces related to childhood, and their proper guidance, on the 
one hand, and also the repeated concern with the world of books, on the other. 
 

He then goes on to speak of his perception of the gesture of imitation of the teacher in the children. We 
have spoken of the quality of imitation in the contemplation on the Moon in Volume II. Rudolf Steiner has 
spoken extensively of the "mirroring", imitating quality of the young child. I relate this to the silvery lunar 
sphere of Cancer. This quality of "mirroring" can also be understood as taking place in the physical body as a 
kind of transformation of its' substance by virtue of what is taken into the body and those forces related to 
imitating in the human form the "model" provided through the line of generations. 
 

Next we hear Gandhi tell us of his having struck a blow with his ruler on one of his students. Surely to a 
trained imagination one 
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can see in this gesture of using the ruler in the classroom for disciplinary purposes, a kindred gesture to the 
study of the "law" and the use of the "law" as a measure and constraint for older "students of/in life itself". The 
further question of "mixing his own boys with the bad" is a reflection of the Cancer forces and their desire for 
purity, their potential will for isolation for the sake of maintaining this purity. I should say Gandhi's desire for 
purity in relation to them. This was reflected in a physical sense earlier in Gandhi's life where through his 
vegetarianism, his relation to a "special diet", a certain distancing inevitably takes place in relation to the greater 
population which may have other, less, restrictive habits. 
 

Gandhi's sense of responsibility "for all the boy's in his class" is an expression of his relation to the 
Capricorn forces of the "law". Whereas in the case of his earlier years he studied the law and had the "law" to 
relate to in adjudicating disputes, in this case he- in a sense- had to represent the Law by being an embodiment 
of it in his own behaviour. 
 

In an archetypal expression of the potentially excessively overly protective gesture in the Cancer region 
Gandhi writes: "Children wrapped up in cotton wool are not always proof against all temptation and 
contamination". Of course, the attentive and incisive reader, recalling the previous life period of Gandhi, may 
be thinking: "people who adhere to strict vegetarian dietary regimes are not always proof against all temptation 
and contamination." 
 

He then speaks of fasting for seven days and eating one meal a day for a period of four and one half 
months. This could just as easily be seen to have occurred in the previous life period, although probably at that 
time Gandhi did not yet have the self-mastery to carry such a resolution through. Fasting (Cancer) in penance 
(Capr.) for misbehaviour (Capr.) of students (Cancer). 
 

Let us take on further example of the concordance of concerns during similar archetypal life periods in 
the life of Cancer. 
 

We will look at those times during Gandhi's life when the progressed Sun and Earth line moved through 
the Libra and Aries forces, to see whether we can discern any similarities in gestures between like periods 
occurring often years apart. 
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We first find Gandhi moving through these regions about the time of his marriage. Here we see in his 
relation with his wife- his struggle with lust in relation to her as interfering with the service he might have 
rendered her-Libra concerns. (It could justifiably be argued that there are other elements here as well.) His 
relationship to the study of languages at this time in his life I see as an expression of his relation to the Aries 
forces, with their related "word" sense highlighted. 
 

We next find him moving through these regions during about his 26th and 27th years. His gesture of 
establishing a household seen as the gesture of creating a small community (Libra) is accompanied by his study 
of Urdo (Aries). Gandhi's activity as a writer -even the name of his newspaper, The Pioneer, (an archetypal 
Arian significator, see Isabel Pagan's, From Pioneer to Poet) -point us to the presence of the Aries inspiration. 
His relation to social concerns is an expression of the Libra forces. He then goes on to speak of the question of 
"speech' and of "marriage". Aries and Libra concerns respectively. His love for his "mother tongue" can be seen 
in relation to Aries. 
 

He then speaks of the "help of all parties in the dispute" and his "freedom from exagerration". Perhaps it 
is not so difficult to imagine that the same Gandhi who was "blinded by passion" as a teenager in respect of his 
wife and consequently could not render her the assistance, which in later life he might be able to render her, has 
now, to some measure, tamed his passion and can consequently bring that just, calm and equable gaze to the 
warring factions in a dispute? Perhaps it is not so difficult to imagine that any form of social contract, any form 
of working together is an expression of the archetype of "marriage" and that as long as the "reality" of the joint 
working together is clouded over by passion (exaggeration), one cannot hope for a just and equable social order, 
be it as a family, or in the context of a larger community of shared life concerns? (see Venus consideration in 
Volume II). 
 

Gandhi "wins justice by rendering justice" , an archetypal expression streaming from the region of the 
scales. Then come further reflections on marriage. He speaks of his will to serve the community and we are 
reminded of one expression of the Libran virtue: "assisting others in their social and artistic tasks" (from 
Herbert Witzenmann, The Virtues. See Volume I). 
 

He speaks of the principle of non-violence (a coming together of Libra and Aries?); the question of 
forgiveness; the sense of "fairness". 
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We hear of calmness and realism and we recollect the expression for the virtue of Libra: "calmness becomes 
contentment" and its related world picture of "realism". Gandhis desire to have permanent funds for public 
institutions expresses Libra's will for social assistance, but then he articulates out of this archetype words which 
come hauntingly close to Mr. Witzenmann's characterisation of this region. He writes: "I have no doubt that the 
ideal is for public institutions to live, like nature, from day to day." Mr. Witzenmann, in his book, The Virtues, 
characterized the Libran virtue as follows: "To live in the conviction of the ever present help of the spiritual, in 
pure faith, with no security from outer life!! " Gandhi writes of the Satyagraha campaign in South Africa: "I can 
recollect times when I did not know what would happen the next day if no subscription came in." 
 

Here we find a wonder-ful example, in the life of Gandhi, of how the circumstances of his outer life at 
that time, challenged him to cultivate the archetypal Virtue of that region in which his progressed Earth (in 
some ways related to his will) was moving at the corresponding time in the conception to birth rhythm! 
 

We find him, once more, during the course of his life account given in his autobiography, entering into 
relation to the Libra-Aries forces. This occurs around the age of 45. Let us see what he says about this period in 
his life. 
 

We find him sailing to England and entering into relation to the question of non-violence in respect of 
the war. He speaks about having argued his position about the war. We will find, in our following studies, that 
this gesture of one on one (Libra) conversations (Aries) is one of the signatures of the Libra-Aries archetype. In 
world history we can see this archetype expressed archetypally (if I can put it that way) in the Socratic 
dialogues. 
 

He speaks of yielding to Gokhale's loving pressure. We ask ourselves: did Gandhi "compromise" at this 
time? Lady Cecilia's visits to him which were a "friendly source of comfort" give expression to the archetype of 
the Libra forces. We then find Gandhi, somewhat enigmatically, insisting that in his speech he reply in the 
Gujarati language. This insistence in respect of the language leads us to wonder whether this is not the 
"signature" of his relation to the Aries forces of the "word" at this time. In both previous experiences of the 
Aries forces his relation to languages was clearly in evidence. 
 

When he speaks of "trying to understand the viewpoint of 
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the party with which he was dealing" we find ourselves once again meeting the Libran spirits who inspire a 
sense of fairness and flexibility of mind, leading to a will to enter into all points of view in considering a 
question. When he speaks of the difference between his "ideals" and his methods we are led into the Arian 
region of ,idealism", and when he speaks of his sense "that it was not proper for him to join the society" we see 
the signature of Libra concerned with alliance. 
 

He speaks of husbands and then says "that his partiality for his wife got the better of his partiality for 
truth"; an indication that his struggle with the refinement of his relation to the Libra forces of clear "realism", 
without over clouding longings, still continues, or is remet, at this life period years after he first met it. 
 

I think this discussion of these two pairs of archetypal regions through which the soul or heart of Gandhi 
moved during his life, well illustrate and perhaps lend weight to the potential validity of the theory under 
consideration. I encourage the reader to do this with the other four archetypal pairs of influence. 
 

Let us leave our discussion of the life of Gandhi at this point, and resume it when we consider it in 
relation to the other biographies we will go on to study. I think the detailed material, given these preliminary 
remarks, should be reasonably clear to the reader. I will leave a more careful reading of Gandhi's life to the 
reader's own initiative. 
 

Next we shall consider the life of the Swiss psychiatrist, Carl Jung, as he has recounted it to us in his 
book, Memories, Dreams and Reflections. 
 



"Freedom, liberation, this must be the aim of man. To become free, to be liberated from slavery: 
this is  what a man ought to strive for when he becomes even a little conscious of his position. There 
is nothing else for him, and nothing else is possible so long as he remains a slave both inwardly and 
outwardly. But he cannot cease to be a slave outwardly while he remains a slave inwardly.  
Therefore in order to become free, man must gain inner freedom. The first reason for man's inner 
slavery is his ignorance of himself. Without self-knowledge, without understanding the working and 
functions of his machine, man cannot be free, he cannot govern himself and he will always remain a  
slave, and the plaything of the forces acting upon him. This is why in all ancient teachings the first 
demand  at the beginning of the way to liberation was: "Know thyself." 
From P.D. Ouspensky, In Search of the Miraculous 
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CHAPTER III: 
THE LIFE OF CARL JUNG VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF THE 

SOLAR-EARTHLY CONCEPTION TO BIRTH RHYTHM 
 

Lois M. Rodden, in her book, The American Book of Charts, gives Dr. Jung's birthday as July 26, 1875 
at Kesswil, Switzerland, 9E19 47N36. The question of the exact time is a little less certain. Her sources vary in 
respect of the time by about an hour: between 7:30 and 8:45 P.M. She has suggested 7:26 PM GMT as the 
birthtime. This would place the ascendant at about 13 0 of Aquarius. The Circle Book of Charts gives the birth 
time as 7:20 P.M. and the ascendant as 28 0 of Capricorn. Marc Penfield, in his book, An Astrological Who's 
Who, gives Jung's ascendant as 25 0 of Aquarius. 
 

I have taken for the purpose of this study, October 31st as the epoch (starting) conception date. This 
would correspond to an ascendant between the end of Capricorn and the first ten degrees of Aquarius. 
Inasmuch, as I stated earlier, as about 12 0 on the ascendant is equivalent to one lunar day, and one lunar day is 
equivalent to about three months in the biographical unfolding, for the purposes of our present investigation it is 
not necessary to ascertain the exact birth time. Certainly when it is known it is welcome and more precise. For 
the present we will see what can be discovered using the above date as a starting point. 
 



 





 





 





 



 







Carl Jung: Memories, Dreams and Reflections 
 

We will see in Jung's life, as in many of the following, that the earliest recollections are often, at best, 
enigmatic when it comes to reflecting the rhythm under question. Nevertheless, let us briefly consider them. I 
will have more to say at another time as to why this may be so, apart from the simple vagaries of memory itself. 
 

We find Jung recollecting his pram and the smell of milk; his relationship with water; the fisherman 
finding the corpse; his illness of general eczema (an illness which one might think of in respect of the bordering, 
protective sheath of the body -the skin hence the Cancer related processes seem indicated)* do not seem to be 
indicated by his progressed Sun and Earth line. If we put together his "sense of smell" of milk, we remember the 
sense of smell streaming from the Scorpio region; the fisherman finding a corpse; his trust and mistrust of men, 
lady friends; his fall downstairs hitting himself on an iron stove leg, we seem to find ourselves in the region of 
the Scorpio forces, perhaps the Cancer-Scorpio forces, including his relation to a "lake of water". 
 

At the age of eight we have entries such as impressions from a "volcanic eruption"; a flood in which the 
River Wiese breaks its dam; his fascination with a dead man in the flood; and his experience of a pig being 
slaughtered. We still seem to find ourselves in a world primarily given over to the "watery element" as well as 
the experience of death or some form of eruption or disruption. Still we must remark that it seems that we are 
somehow standing in relation to the spheres of the watery influences: Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces. 
 
 Inasmuch as at the age of eight Jung's progressed Solar archetype was touching the Scorpio or 
Scorpio-Pisces forces we might understand his coming into relation with "volcanic eruptions; the experience of 
the River Wiese breaking its dam; the slaughter of the pig and the fascination with the dead man in the flood as 
signatures of his progressed Sun placement at that time. 
 

If we then look to the entries for his sixth year, when his 
 

 
* A number of these and the following entries could also be seen in relation to some of his birth archetypes. 
See Volume II, The Qualities of Time, for a more complete discussion of these. 
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progressed Sun was standing in relation to the Scorpio forces we could imagine that his interest in stuffed 
animals and his fall in the Church where he hit his head and chin on iron have to do with this Scorpio influence. 
Or they may have to do with the same Scorpio influence which seemed to be present earlier in his life before his 
progressed Sun had moved into that region. This would raise the question of this influence perhaps having its 
origin from Mercury and/or Venus standing in Cancer/Scorpio at the moment of birth. 
 

When he speaks of his mother's reading to him the account of the Hindus and his feeling an affinity with 
this original revelation, we wonder whether or not this is in some way linked to the Cancer forces which we 
have noted in Volume II (see Moon) have an intimate relation to the Hindu and Indian impulse. This may also 
be due to his Venus and Mercury configurations from birth which may relate to the influence of Cancer through 
its presence on the cusp of the house where they stood at birth. 
 

He then tells us of his fascination with drawing "battle pictures; sieges; bombardments"and we once 
again ask ourselves: from which Scorpio influence is this streaming? At the age of 10 Jung tells us of the 
significance of his pencil case; the lock and ruler. At this juncture I wonder whether or not the ruler and the 
pencil case (lead, Saturn related, see also the life of H. D. Thoreau) have not come from his relation to the 
Capricorn forces, as does perhaps his description of the wooden figure and the significance of stone for him at 
this time in his life. At about this time his progressed Earth had moved into relation with the Capricorn forces. 
 

His dream of the phallus and his interest in the world of life: plants and animals, may be understood in 
relation to the Cancer forces either through the same influence which seemed to be present earlier or through his 
progressed Sun moving into relation with the ScorpioCancer archetype. (Some of these details have been 
considered in the charts on the preceding tables. I am reviewing his early years more carefully because I think 
there is definitely areas of uncertainty and potential confusion due to the similarity during a period of these 
years between some of the significant birth archetypes and the progressed Solar and Earth archetypes. As we 
proceed a little further in this study of Jung I will leave the preceding entries to speak more for themselves.) 
 

The following entries for age 11 1 find particularly interesting, as it seems during the life of Jung, 
whenever his progressed Sun and 
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Earth line moved through the Cancer and Capricorn regions the corresponding events in his inner or outer life 
were particularly revealing of these archetypes which were present at the time corresponding to them in the 
gestation period. 
 

With the interepretive symbols I have indicated the corresponding archetypes for this period in Jung's 
life. School; the idea of God; his relation to prayer; the question of drawing; his drawing a goat; Greek Gods 
with sightless eyes all lead us into the region of the creative forces of Capricorn, ruled by Saturn or Chronos. 
School as such, and any structured, ordered regimen for learning indicates the influence of the structural, 
architectural forces of Saturn. The idea of God, particularly the Father God ("very powerful old man") reflects 
the same archetype. We see the signature of Saturn also in the sphere of prayer. We found this in the life of 
Gandhi previously and we also see it in the following life of Emerson. (See Volume II, Saturn.) The activity of 
drawing brings us to the Capricorn "sense of sight" ("Greek Gods with sightless eyes") and finally, his 
remarking on his drawing a goat seems to crown this portrayal of his relation to the forces of Capricorn during 
this period of his life. 
 

Once again we find Jung having an accident which, in this case, leads him to be absent from school for 
six months. (We wonder whether this has to do with his Venus and/or Mercury birth archetypes relating to the 
Cancer-Scorpio regions?) At this time Jung entered into that world, which in his maturer years, was in a 
metamorphosed form to be so much the object of his concern, that is to say the Cancer world of the formative 
forces of life, which as we will see in the further studies, seems to have a deep relation to the world of fantasy, 
dreams and imagination. He speaks of the world of mysteries: "trees, pool, swamp, " (Cancer world). The 
transformation of his being which occurred at this time, or perhaps we could say the awakening of a part of him 
which had not yet been unfolded, is expressed by himself when he says: "from that moment on I became a 
serious child". In the light of these studies we can't help but ask ourselves whether this "change of heart" was 
not the fruit of Jung's coming into relation to the Saturn forces of Capricorn, the spirits of conscientiousness. 
 

When he speaks of his passion for solitude at this time in his life, we once again find the hand of the 
Saturn or Capricorn forces, those forces which inspire the hermit to leave the world and enter the desert for 
contemplation. His experience of the "wonders of nature"; "his immersing himself in nature, crawling into the 
very 
 



81 
 
essence of nature,, seems a wonderful expression of the Cancer region which Herbert Witzenmann 
characterized in his book, The Virtues, (see Volume I) in the following manner: "Purification is the path which 
through truth that unifies us with all beings", etc. This experience of oneness with all beings, the living forces 
behind the outer phenomena of nature seems to be what Jung is talking of during this period of his life. It is 
significant, I think, that at this time his progressed Solar forces stood in relation to the Cancer region. 
 

He then speaks of a dream, the pictures from which seem to lead us into the Capricorn world. The 
cathedral; the picture of God on his throne; the question of judgement; the sense of fatalism for the way he is in 
relation to the question of original sin and the fall from paradise, all signify the influence of this region through 
the progressed Earth's movement through it. (See Volume I, Capricorn) 
 
 Curiously, we then find, as I think we will often find in the following studies if we approach them 
somewhat as a student of music might approach a symphony with its changing motifs, the main theme of Jung's 
life now seems to change. The somewhat unsocial hermit who longed for solitude now begins to make friends. 
The indifferent student does  better at his studies. I would not suggest this dogmatically, but it is possible that 
not only has Jung's experiences of the previous year changed him, leading to his greater conscientiousness and 
an acceptance of his present destiny, but it may be that his soul has now entered into a different archetypal 
region. Consequently he now has more of an interest in friends now that his Earth or will impulse has entered 
into the sphere of friendship (Gemini). His marks at school are improving, not only because of his earlier 
"change of heart" but because the Gemini-Sagittarius archetype in which he now is standing is more conducive 
to his inclination to learn and study in a particular way than previously was the case in the preceding archetype. 
 

I would suggest that this conception introduced as a possible explanation for these, and later to be seen, 
changes in human biography may be more faithful to the objective realities lying behind the tapestries of human 
lives, than the kind of causal thinking that simply runs from past to present. This thinking when placed in a 
domain in which it is inappropriate can have the effect of binding the soul more to the currents of the past, 
rather than encouraging its ongoing movement within the "present". 
 

It could be argued that Jung's experiences while out of school  
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his "change of heart"- can be seen as laying the foundation for his more eager and able capability at school. I am 
suggesting that this is certainly perhaps a partial explanation but not truly an adequate one without the 
recognition that the "change of heart" is also a change in his "solar archetype". Hence, the more realistic (akin to 
reality) cause of his "eager" studiousness at this time may be due to the fact that he has entered into relation to 
the spirits of "eagerness" -the Gemini spirits -so he would now naturally approach his life tasks out of this mood 
or gesture as well as gravitate towards life concerns inspired by the same archetypal influence. 
 

At the age of fifteen Jung speaks of having been prone to violent rages. He was accused of cheating in 
school. This question of honesty, honor, is linked with the Gemini forces of the personal intelligence and 
integrity in man. (See Volume I, Gemini and Volume II, Mercury) It ' is interesting to note that in Gandhi's life, 
at about the age of 12, he was also concerned with the question of cheating and honesty. He also stood in 
relation to this sphere of Gemini at that time. 
 

The problem of evil, the relation to the experience of the dualism of good and evil, black and white, is 
intimately related to Gemini and the Persian culture-and cosmology of Ahura Mazdao and his great opponent, 
Ahriman. It was at the time of that civilization that the sun stood in Gemini at the spring equinox. We will see 
repeatedly the struggle with the question of good and evil as one of the signatures of the Gemini region. We 
could say that these forces have to do with the soul's entering into a "personal,, relationship with God. They 
could be thought to be related to the "mysticism" of the personal religious life. (See Volume II, Mercury in 
relation to Mysticism). When Henry Adams (see study of Henry Adams in this book) came into relation to these 
forces during the period when his sister died, he reflected: "God might be a substance, but he certainly was not a 
Person." Gemini's relationship with God is that of God in relation to the "person" or the "personality,,; the 
personality who must struggle with the question and the reality of good and evil in his own soul, as well as the 
human person who is concerned with the existence of evil as it has developed in time during the course of world 
history. As Wolfram von Eschenbach has expressed it at the beginning of his Parsifal: ',the human soul, like the 
magpie, is both white and black". 
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At this time in Jung's life he speaks of having read philosophy. As we will see in our later studies, this 
relation to philosophy, as has been thought traditionally, seems to find its origin through the Sagittarius forces, 
which ruled by Jupiter is spoken of by Rudolf Steiner as the "thinker" in the Universe, inspiring "logic" and 
exercise of the so-called "higher mind". (See Volume II, Jupiter). 
 

During the ages of 17 and 18 Jung tells us of his having vehement discussions with his father. This 
gesture of one on one conversations, with the fiery idealism which can accompany them, is something we will 
find repeatedly in the following studies in relation to the Libra-Aries sphere of influence. Gandhi had a relation 
to these forces when he went to England during the war, and entered into conversations in respect of 
non-violent opposition to the war. Jung's cognizance of his father's neglected linguistic talent at this time 
probably reflects his relationship to the Aries forces and the sense for the "word" 
 

At the age of 20 Jung's father died. I have a question as to whether the pictures of events around this 
time of his life are more reflective of Leo~Aquarius forces or Cancer-Capricorn forces. There may be a certain 
overlap. If we look at various entries between the years of 20 and 22 1 am inclined to see a number of them in 
respect to the Cancer and Capricorn sphere of influence. Jung comes into contact with a theologian (Cap.?) who 
he describes as "distinguished by appetite (Cancer?) and erudition" (Cap.) He enters into relation to a study of 
the Church Fathers and the History of Dogma which, if we compare this with similar currents in the life of 
Rudolf Steiner and Albert Schweitzer, both European contemporaries of Jung, one would see in relation to the 
Capricorn region. Earlier on in Jung's life we found the Capricorn influence bringing him into relation to the 
question of prayer; God the Father and a dream of a Church with God on the throne raising the question of the 
history of a soul traced back to the original sin in the Garden of Eden and the question of eternal damnation. At 
this time in his life he occupies himself under the same archetype, though now in relation to the progressed Sun, 
before in the progressed Earth, with the question of the History of Church Dogma and the Church Fathers. He 
also concerns himself with new aspects of Protestant Theology and the historical effect of the life of Christ. 
 

While Gandhi stood under the same archetype he was studying "law" in England; came into relation to a 
"cardinal" of the Church; visited the ancient churches in Paris and concerned himself with the question 
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of prayer. His fear at this time that he was not qualified to "practice law" is certainly to be understood in light of 
the sense that he did not feel competent before that which the law reflects, the archetype of Capricorn, pictured 
in Jung's dream as God sitting on a throne in a Church, judging human souls, to set out as an interpreter of that 
law. Of course, in his external cultural life one could argue that the "law" for Gandhi may have had more to do 
with the conception of karma, more indigenous to his cultural background, but I am suggesting in the 
deep-rooted depths of his soul, during the time he was moving through the Capricorn region, I think he may 
have had a sense of the underlying implications of trying to represent the "law" as such. Gandhi also, at this 
time in his life, having returned to India, read "history", signifying the remembering gesture of Saturn, 
Capricorn's ruler. (See Volume II, Saturn). As we continue with these further studies, it will become more and 
more astonishing to note, how in the lives of very different personalities, living in different parts of the world, at 
somewhat different times in history, and at different ages in their respective biographies, that when they are 
with their solar and earthly forces-seen in the light of the present hypothesis moving through similar archetypes, 
they are given over to similar life concerns. I hope this will become increasingly clear as we continue with these 
studies. This aspect of them will be introduced after the individual biographical accounts are explored. 
 

Looking further at this life period for Jung, we find him coming into relation with the library of a 
classmate's father, where he discovers a book on spiritualistic phenomena. (The library we see in connection 
with Capricorn). In this book the question was explored of the relation of the world of dreams to that of ghosts. 
I would argue, at this juncture, that the question of so-called ghosts is in subtle way linked up with Jung's earlier 
experience of the world of nature during the time he was absent from school. Then he had a relation to the 
"living presence" of nature, into which he "crawled". This living presence I will call the ,ghost" of nature, in the 
spirit or sense of Arthur Koestler's title: "The Ghost in the Machine". At the time in Jung's life when he entered 
in relation to the sphere of the forces of Cancer, characterized in the earlier Volumes as a sphere of forces 
linked to the philosophic view of "materialism" and the philosophic mood of "occultism" Jung was not satisfied 
with prevailing materialistic conceptions. This seemed so because his relation to the Cancer 
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forces was such that he always had something of a sense of the presence of the "ghost" in the machine: the fact 
that there was something livingly "sensible" (one could sense it) behind matter, behind nature, within life, 
which could not be adequately explained through mechanistic or materialistic theories. 
 

When Jung goes on to write that "hitherto he had encountered only a brick wall of traditional views" and 
he speaks of the "steel of prejudice,, I don't think it difficult to imagine him speaking out of the same sphere 
which, earlier in his life, brought forth the picture of God the father in the Church on his throne judging souls to 
eternal damnation. The structure and rigidity of conventional views, the fear of challenging that hallowed by 
Father Time, and pharasaical institutions, is at this time in Jung's life expressed in the University life, whereas 
earlier it was expressed in his dream of the Church. 
 

When he speaks of the contrast of the urban world with the real world; the world of mountains, woods 
and rivers, we can find ourselves back with Jung the boy and translate the world of school for the urban world 
and the reality of the livingness of life which he experienced then and which he seeks now as contrasted with it. 
Out of the Church and the University (both Capricorn archetypes) Jung finds a relation to their more modern 
expression: the scientific study of anatomy (bare bones). He becomes interested in evolutionary theory and 
comparative anatomy and becomes fascinated with the morphological point of view. Here we find the relation, 
under the same archetype, between the study of the "history of dogma" and the question of evolutionary theory 
or the "history of the living creative forces". What Jung lived in as a child -the livingness of life - I think has an 
intimate connection to that region of creative life which he is now trying to more consciously understand. The 
Cancer forces, inspiring what Schweitzer calls "reverence for life", when protected in the human soul would 
certainly inspire a gesture of opposition to vivisection in the physiology class. Under the same Cancer influence 
Gandhi was concerned with vegetarianism, Jung opposed vivisection, and Schweitzer, we will discover later, 
spoke of "reverence for life". Is it so difficult to see all of these gestures as signatures of the same archetypal 
sphere which we have previously pointed out was addressed by Christ when he said: "Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted" and is related to the Biblical weakness expressed 
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as "murder". Perhaps this would be more transparent if these words were changed to: "Blessed is all life that 
may mourn the consequences of its being considered only "matter", for it shall be comforted". In that way we 
could understand that such an expression of the human soul's relation to the "Mothers", as I think Goethe has 
called this region of experience, includes other beings besides  man. 
 

Jung then goes on to speak of experiences occurring around his 23rd year. We have a picture of his 
mother knitting. The table top splits and the "bread knife" (Cancer-Scorpio) breaks into a number of pieces. 
Jung speaks of doing his doctoral thesis, involving experimentation and the like of comparable phenomena. 
(This seems a signature of the Scorpio forces of research in relation to "strange" phenomena.) 
 

At the age of 25 he speaks of his lack of money (progressed Sun in Virgo). When Gandhi moved 
through this region early on in his life he was concerned with raising money for his trip to England. We will 
also see in the life of Marie Curie that under this archetype she bought herself an account book to keep track of 
money. Steiner and Schweitzer also will be seen to have concerns with money under this influence. (See 
Volume-I, Virgo). 
 

Jung also began to work in a hospital. This gesture may be understood in relation to the progressed 
Earth's movement through Pisces. While working in the hospital he began to read psychiatric journals. His years 
of quiet study (progressed Sun in Aquarius) were spent in this activity. 
 

At the age of 30 he became a lecturer in psychiatry at the University of Zurich. (The gesture of being a 
lecturer or teacher can be seen as the signature of the Sun and Earth having moved into the Gemini and 
Sagittarius regions.) 
 

Between the ages of 30 and 34 we find Jung speaking of his experience of discussions with his patients. 
This is seen in relation to the Aquarius-Libra, Leo-Aries archetype. (Companions in the word or through the 
word one might call it). His will to fathom the sense of the "meaning" of what his patients were saying to him 
bespeaks the relation of his Earth (will forces) at this time standing in connection to the Aries forces of the 
"word sense". It is a little poignant to look back about fifteen years and find Jung, under a similar archetype, 
engaged in vehement discussion, fruitless discussions, with his father." 
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In 1907 he speaks of his first meeting with Freud, under the inspiration of the colleague forces of the 
progressed Sun standing in the Aquarius-Libra region. In light of further developments in their relationship one 
asks oneself about the degree of "realism" in Jung in respect of his thoughts of future collaboration with Freud? 
 

At the age of 34, under the inspiration of Pisces,we find Jung taking a trip with Freud to America. We 
can recollect that in the life of Gandhi, when he first went to England, he stood under the influence of Pisces. 
Pisces, those forces which work to shape the human feet, the inspiration for travelling by ship, will often be 
seen inspiring journeys in the lives of the personalities discussed. These journeys under the magnanimous 
gesture of Pisces help those who undertake them to "broaden their boundaries". 
 

Jung broke with Freud and developed his "own view of the psyche" at the time when his progressed 
Earth had moved into the Virgo archetypal region. (See Virgo, Volume I.) The Virgo region has, from a certain 
point of view, similar to the Gemini region, to do with the individualizing of the forces of personality and will; 
something which is given expression to in the genius of language with the phrases: "strong-minded" and 
"having a mind of one's own". Though one speaks of the mind in this connection, this is the mind that is 
connected with the will in the Greek sense of considering that a man's center of thinking is in his diaphragm or 
solar plexus. The gesture of intellectual independence, as economic independence, can be stimulated when the 
soul is living in this region. This might be one contributing explanation to Jung's break with Freud at this time 
in his life, and his will to "develop his own view of the psyche." He has entered into relation with some of those 
spirits who are concerned with the development of the personality, where "God is certainly a person, and not a 
substance". (See discussion in Henry Adams following on this phrase). 
 

As we move on to the age of 37 we find the question of the "Myth of the Hero". The Hero, though in 
some connections can be considered in relation to the solar forces, can also be seen in relation to the Capricorn 
forces. The archetype of myth may be understood in relation to the Cancer forces. Moving further through the 
38th year we find some remarkable dreams considered in relation to the Virgo-Cap.-Pisces-Cancer archetypes. I 
have noted the correspondences in the preceding material so I will not explore it at 
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length but I feel it too important to pass it by entirely. 
 

Once again Jung is living in relation to the Capricorn and Cancer forces. Before we found him in 
relation to the Church, with God the Father sitting on a throne, then in the University, amidst the inflexibility of 
the academic world, or in the anatomy room, amidst the magnificent, though rigid and inert structure of the 
human skeleton. Now we find Jung in an Italian loggia. Not a Church, nor a skeletal structure but an Italian 
loggia. Different, and yet still a variation of the same architectural theme connected with the Capricorn forces of 
structure. God the Father does not sit on the chair, but Jung himself sits on a gold Renaissance chair, not in a 
Church, but in the tower of a castle. (Capricorn) The presence of his children may reflect the accompanying 
Cancer archetype. 
 

We now enter into relation to the fixing, rigidifying, forming forces of Capricorn (Saturn) in the 
following dream pictures: "There was something dead present, but it was also still alive ... It was in a region like 
... There they have a lane of Sarcophagi. (The gesture of the corpse, its prone position, its entombment and 
bondage to the forces of gravity are signatures of Saturn-Capricorn.) Pedestals with stone slabs on which the 
dead lay ... Old Church burial vaults ... "Thus the dead (Cap.) lay in my dream (Cancer), in their antique (Cap.) 
clothes (Cancer), not hewn out of stone, but in a curious fashion mummified." (Cap.) 
 

At this time, Jung reviewed his entire life. This Janus gesture of looking back exercised on New Year's 
Day in America, looking back and planning ahead, is connected with the Capricorn forces, which maintain the 
continuity between past, present and future. (See Capricorn, Volume I.) It is understandable that Jung would 
make this gesture at this time in his life. What is particularly interesting to note is that Jung speaks of turning his 
attention back to memories of his 10th and llth years. During those years, his progressed Sun and Earth 
positions stood in relation to the same archetypal regions of Cap. and Cancer where they are standing at this 
moment of his life! This interesting phenomenon I would like to explore in a later work, nevertheless I wanted 
to bring it to the reader's attention at the moment. 
 

He speaks of his resumption of playing childish games, a hearkening back to his previous relation with 
the Cancer forces where he now also stands. As we move into the years 1913-1914 we have dream pictures of 
arctic, cold, freezing land. (Capricorn) 
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His expression of his desire to fathom the meaning of his experiences 1 am inclined to attribute to his 
progressed Sun having moved into the Pisces-Scorpio region. The Scorpio region can inspire an intense will to 
penetrate and understand. When he speaks of the bombastic language of the archetypes at this time, one can't 
help but feel the breath of the arrogance of the Scorpio forces. (See Volume I, Scorpio). Even the image Jung 
gives for it: "the scraping of a knife against a plate" brings to mind the knife's relation to Scorpio-Mars' iron. 
We remember that when these forces were previously working we saw the incident of the splitting of the table 
and the knife in many pieces. 
 

We now find ourselves in a very different landscape of soul than the one we have previously visited. We 
still have the sense of the presence of the Capricorn forces: the cave; the question of mummification. When we 
enter into relation with the question of death and renewal and murder, it may be that we have moved into the 
Scorpio region. Though the image of mummification leads us to the land of death, the question of murder may 
here be reflective of Scorpio. His frequently imagined deep descent into the land of the dead may be related to 
the sphere of Capricorn and his pictures of Elijah as the old man in relation to the Logos and Salome as the 
young girl in connection to Eros, seem to keep Us in the sphere of Cap.-Elijah and Cancer-Salome. 
 

He then speaks of Philemon as having been -what the Indians call a Guru to him. In this we seem still to 
be in the world of the Capricorn (master or guru) forces and the Cancer (disciple) region. He speaks of his 
family (Cancer) and his professional work (Cap.) being his point of support at this time. 
 

As Jung's progressed Sun moves into relation with the ' Scorpio forces we find him working on his 
"Seven Sermons to the Dead". Once again we are back in the region of ',strange" experiences, as we had seen 
earlier at the time of his work on his thesis while he was attending seances. We have pictures of a dead 
kingfisher (PiscesScorpio) and the question of haunted houses. He speaks of his relationship to the collectivity 
of the dead and his conversations with the dead. (Scorpio in relation to death and hidden, secret phenomena). 
 

As Jung moves on through his 42nd year we see him involved in writing his book, Psychological Types. 
(Aries relation to the word, naming and self-knowledge.) He then speaks of "changes" in life. 
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"Changes" lead us into the Libra region of relationships as well as artistic endeavours. At this time Jung 
"broke relations with a woman who wanted to convince him (Aries "convinces") that his fantasies had artistic 
value!' (Libra) The question of his sketching pictures; his study of the mandala; interest in formation and 
transformation; eternal mind and eternal recreation, can all be understood in relation to the changing, flexibility 
of the Libra sphere, so intimately related to the living wisdom underlying the day by day change and 
metamorphosis in the world of nature. The penetration of the way in which this sphere of influence, day by day, 
works to bring about gradual transformation seems to be one of Jung's major concerns during this period of his 
life. 
 

At the age of 45 we find the remarkable statement: "the goal of psychic development is the self". I won't 
presume to suggest any kind of inclusive understanding of this term. Volumes have been written on it. 
Nevertheless, I think in the context of these studies it will be seen that often when this question of the "self" 
emerges in the life concerns of the personalities we are considering, what lies in the background, is the relation 
of the progressed Sun or Earth standing in relation to the Solar forces of Leo, the heart region in the macrocosm 
and the microcosm. (See Volume I, Leo, Volume II, the Sun). 
 

Next I will skip a few years. At the age of 54, when Jung's progressed Sun has moved into relation to the 
Virgo forces, and his progressed Earth has moved into relation to the Pisces region, we find him "beginning 
delivering lectures and taking a number of journeys". Earlier on we saw that the Virgo forces may have been 
present when he broke with Freud and developed his own views. Now we find Jung once again "speaking his 
own mind', as one might say, and making a number of journeys at the same time. (Pisces). 
 

Once again moving along, though back in time, we find at about the age of 45, in 1920, a friend of 
Jung's invited him to go along on a journey with him. (Sun in Libra at this time.) It is interesting to see how, in 
his account of this journey, he dwells on the fact that no European language was spoken. (Aries related sense 
for the "word") 
 

Five years later he went with some friends (Gemini) to Mombassa. How different are his observations 
under a different archetype! 
 

He speaks of the men on the steamer not travelling for pleasure but setting out upon their destiny. This 
sense of destiny I would relate to the Gemini "sense for the ego" of the other man. 
 



His observations of the customs: "Men speak to men. Women to women. Speak to a woman as if man sleeps 
with that woman, "is an expression of a more primitive, yet perhaps deeply revealing, sense of ' adultery, the 
excess related to the Gemini region. He then goes on to discuss the equality in the relationship between men and 
women, and speaks of their dignity (gracefulness or force of personality) "which flows from their function in 
the economy". (Economy has a relation to the Gemini region. We will see this again, particularly in respect of 
the life of Henry David Thoreau.)(see Volume I, Gemini; Volume II, Mercury). 
 

 "The concept of equal rights for women is the product of an age in which such a partnership has lost its 
meaning." (Equal rights, the right of each individual personality in relation to true brotherhood is inspired 
through Gemini and Virgo's relation to the incentive of the full unfolding of each person's talents and 
capacities.) 
 

He then touches on the question of egoism and altruism, both related to the sphere of Gemini, where the 
development of the force and capacities of the personality can either lead to egoism or altruism. He ends with an 
expression of his sense of the "self-confidence" of the sister ("confidence -with faith - bringing us to Gemini's 
"perseverance becomes faithfulness"). Then there is an exploration of one's relation to dark and light or to good 
and evil and we find ourselves recollecting a much earlier period in Jung's life when under the same Gemini 
influence he concerned himself with the question of good and evil. 
 

One last entry, at the age of 69, finds us with Jung, living through the experiences of the Scorpio-Taurus 
archetype, breaking his foot and having a heart attack which leads him through a near death experience. Year 
earlier, under the same archetype, he wrote his "seven sermons to the dead". Now he comes close to entering the 
land of the dead himself. 
 

I have spoken so thoroughly of the life of Jung in respect of the correspondence between inner or outer 
life events and the motion of his progressed Solar-Earthly conception to birth rhythm because I think his 
autobiography gives strong evidence in favor of this hypothesis. Whether this is due to the fact that he himself 
devoted his life to self-exploration and hence was, in his autobiography, able to capture the essential currents of 
his life is uncertain to me. This is certainly one possibility. 
 

As our studies continue I will give less exhaustive written commentaries, inasmuch as it is my hope, that 
the reader after working 
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through the first two or three of these studies will be able, with the aid of the material introduced in the 
preceding two books to flesh out these life stories for him or herself. I think the previous interpretation of Jung's 
life needs no further explanation. In the next chapter we shall consider the life of Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
 



"The soul in man... is not an organ but which animates and exercises all the organs; which is not a 
function like the power of memory, of calculation, of comparison- but which uses these as hands 
and feet; which is not a faculty but a light which is not the intellect or the will but the master of the 
Intellect and the will- the vast background of our being in which they lie, an immensity not 
possessed and that cannot be possessed." 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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CHAPTER IV:  
THE LIFE OF RALPH WALDO EMERSON VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF THE SOLAR-EARTHLY 

CONCEPTION TO BIRTH RHYTHM. 
 

For our consideration of the life of Ralph Waldo Emerson, I will take as our source of biographical 
detail, a recent biography, called Waldo Emerson, by Gay Wilson Allen. Although we are now approaching an 
important historical figure in light of a biographical account of his life, after having looked at two lives in 
respect of autobiographical accounts, my impression after working through the above mentioned book twice is 
that Mr. Allen has done a remarkable job of getting to "the heart" of Emerson's biography. Consequently the use 
of this particular account - one of a number in respect of Emerson - is certainly strongly recommended. 
 

In respect of Emerson's birth data we have the following. Emerson's birthday is well known as May 25, 
1803. 1 believe that he himself had once said that he was born when his father was eating his mid-day dinner. 
The Circle book of charts gives the ascendant as 23 degrees of Virgo with the birth time for May 25th as 1:16 
P.M. Marc Edmund Jones in The Sabian Symbols gives Emerson's birthday as May 25, 1803 and the time as 
1:16 P.M. This corresponds to Mr. Erlewine's data. This would give Emerson an ascendant of 23 degrees of 
Virgo. 
 

I will take for the purpose of this study Emerson's birthday as May 25, 1803 and the time approximately 
one in the afternoon. This leads us to a conception date for Emerson of August 28, 1802. We will take this as 
our starting point. 
 

The reader should keep in mind that in the following studies we are looking at Mr. Allen's reading of 
Emerson's life. Whenever there are direct quotations from Emerson himself - of which there are many -this will 
be indicated. 
 

WALDO EMERSON 
 

Mr. Allen begins with Emerson's recollections of his father. He places these recollections at about the 
eighth year in terms of the time when corresponding events in his life occurred. During that time Emerson's 
progressed Sun-Earth line stood in relation to the Capricorn and Cancer forces. Emerson's description of his 
father 
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his "severity to his children"; his forcing young Waldo into salt water against his will, may well reflect the 
Capricorn-Cancer archetype in which Emerson was then standing. Allen's remark that "nothing in Emerson's 
memories could soften his recollection of that stern voice (Capricorn) in the Eden of his vulnerable innocence", 
(Cancer) seems to reflect these archetypes. 
 

We go on to read how Emerson, in his sixth year, afflicted with a skin eruption, was treated by his father 
by his making Waldo bathe in the ocean. This was accompanied by his teaching his son how to swim by 
pushing him in. (These experiences may have corresponded to the archetypal spheres of Virgo and Pisces, 
although the progressed Earth line may have just moved into the region of Pisces-Cancer). 
 

Emerson's reading of "improving books" such as Rollin's Ancient History or Jebb's Sermons at the time, 
as well as his recollection of the dignity of the solemn parade through the streets to King's Chapel which 
accompanied his father's funeral, may lead us to feel that we are in the sphere of the Capricorn forces. 
 

The influence of his aunt, his soul-searching obsession with purity of motive, self-reliance and his 
idealization of poverty and the "exaltation of the spirit over the body" may all be understood in respect of the 
severe, austere, eremitical qualities we find in relation to the Capricorn forces; those forces which lead the 
human soul to the desert of contemplation, the wintry landscape of crystal clarity in consciousness and 
conscience. 
 

Still in respect of this archetype we find Waldo, at the age of eight, in a private elementary school, where 
one of his teachers is described "as a severe teacher whose ruler and cowhide did active service." It was while 
Gandhi was acting as a teacher under this influence of the Capricorn archetype that he resorted to the "ruler" in 
order to "rule", and in guilt for his deed decided to take on the penance of fasting. 
 

At the age of ten we find Emerson in relation to a different archetype, attending a different school. He is 
spoken of as having learned to "magnetize the blade of the knife so that it would pick up needles and small 
metal objects". In some ways a seemingly unimportant detail but in light of his relation to the "dynamic" quality 
of the iron ruled forces of Scorpio at this time, I think it can be seen as reflective of it. In the life of Carl Jung, 
under a similar archetype, he recounts the story of the bread knife breaking into a 
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number of pieces. 

 
Ralph's work as a translator of Latin and of the Roman poet Virgil, can be understood in respect of his 

relation to the Scorpio forces at this time, which I have seen to, from certain aspects, stand in relation to the 
Roman current in world history. (The reader might consider the Roman Eagle and some of the characteristics 
of an eagle in relation to the destiny of Rome.) His work with poetry at this time may perhaps stream from his 
relation to the Taurus forces. The elegy for his grandfather keeps us in relation to the Scorpio forces (death) as 
does his experience of the earthquake and the question of war. His quarrels with his classmates may be seen 
under this influence. Scorpio can give a sharp tongue, as can be seen in the mood often found in the press. 
Gandhi was moving through this archetype when he said: "an uncontrolled pen serves but to destroy", as, of 
course, an uncontrolled tongue will also do. (see Mars contemplation in Volume II: The Qualities of Time). 

 
Emerson was involved in language studies during these years. This may be understood in relation to the 

Scorpio or Aries forces. Both regions ruled by Mars have a strong relation to the spoken and written word. 
 

He was writing poetry (Aries related?) and writing a theme a week for his teacher. We also see him 
wrestling with his awakened sexuality. This may be related to the Libra forces but given that he is moving 
through puberty it is difficult to isolate the influence. 

 
While at Harvard we hear of Ralph's "silly fancies and frivolous rhymes", accompanied by his making 

fun of his brother's seriousness. This spirit of frivolity or silliness can be understood to stream from the Libra 
region, spoken of in the Gospels as related to the weakness of "silliness" or "foolishness". (see Vol. I, Qual. of 
Time). At this time RalphIs progressed Sun stood in relation to this influence, yet inasmuch as this trait was 
noticed in his character earlier on, we may assume that there was perhaps another region of his nature out of 
which it came. Let us leave this as an open question. I will try to address it in another book devoted to that 
region of human nature which may have been the foundation for this trait in Emerson's character. 

 
We find Emerson "bored" at Harvard during his first year. The spirit of boredom partly has a relation to 

the Libra forces. (see Vol.  
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I and II, Libra and Venus.) This is something which we will clearly see later in looking at the life of Marie 
Curie. We then hear of Reverend Ripley's marriage, and Emerson's expression of it: "She was as fond of him as 
he of her." Surely an expression of that balance which Libra would inspire in a relationship. 
 

We next find Emerson as secretary of the Pythologian Club, where it is noted that one of his activities 
was drinking wine. I think this is of significance. It reflects the inner sympathy between the substance wine and 
the fact that his progressed Earth forces at that time stood in relation to the Leo region, which we have 
previously seen to work in the heart, blood and circulation. We will actually find later on in Emerson's life that 
when he meets this archetype again he will be interested in Oriental poetry, which strongly gives expression to 
the correspondence between the heart, love and wine. 
 

The study of oratory, and his admiration for those who can address the multitude with courage and 
integrity may have to do with his sense of the individualizing force of the Leo related ego, the courage of heart 
to stand as an individual. 
 

In his further studies, during his 17th year, we find Emerson's progressed Earth moving into the sphere 
of the Sagittarius forces. His idea that there was a parallel between Socrates, daimon and the "inspiration of the 
prophets of God's revealed religion" may reflect the Sagittarius region with its gesture of prophecy and spiritual 
vision. (see Vol. II, Jupiter). He continued scientific studies and philosophical studies. His relationship to 
French we may understand in respect of the link between France and the Sagittarius forces. His interest in moral 
philosophy, and further studies in philosophy may be understood in relation to the influence of Sagittarius at 
this time in his life. His biographer even names this period as "his philosophical period". I am suggesting that it 
is "one of his Sagittarius periods." 
 

At the age of 19 he took a position teaching young ladies at his brother's school. During a comparable 
Sagittarius-Gemini period Carl Jung was given his lectureship in psychiatry. Later we will see that Marie Curie 
became a lecturer in physics during this period. "The will of the students being stronger than the will of the 
teacher"; the undermining of his self-confidence; his lack of intimate friends except his brothers and his 
inability to take initiative in meeting other young people, all seem to place us in the Gemini sphere 
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We recognize its signature in the questions of friendship, brothers, confidence, and the meeting with and 
interest in other personalities. 

 
When we hear Mr. Allen tell us that "in his second year he was more settled" we wonder whether this 

indicates the movement of the progressed Earth into the Taurus region? 
 
Emerson "wrestled with theological questions as the nature of God, the necessity of evil". It is 

interesting to note that this concern with religious questions is often accompanied by the relation of the Solar 
or Earthly archetype entering into relation with the Gemini or Virgo sphere. In the life of Jung we discovered 
that when he stood in relation to the Gemini forces he was also concerned with the problem of "evil". The 
question of "goodness" is under investigation at this time, and in a sense Emerson's inability to believe in the 
"goodness of God" probably reflects the same attitude which we will find later in our discussion of the life of 
Henry Adams who confronted with the death of his sister, remarks that "God might be a substance, but He 
could not be a person." 

 
Emerson's concern with the inequality of mental capacities, yet the responsibility that each man has for 

his own conduct, as well as his concern with the "common connection of finite minds" is reflective of his 
relation to the Gemini region as well as perhaps the Taurus region ("sense for thought", "common sense,,, see 
Vol. II, Venus). 

 
He speaks of a sense of his own destiny. This sense of destiny was spoken of by Jung when he also 

stood in relation to the Gemini forces. At the age of twenty one we hear Emerson saying: "In a month I shall 
legally be a man. And I deliberately dedicate my time, talents and my hopes to the Church. (The questions of 
time, talents and hopes are all Gemini questions. see Vol. I, Gemini). 

 
At 211, when the progressed Sun moved into the Scorpio region, the school was closed. His payment 

of debts and putting money in the bank may relate to the sense of balance inherently present in the Taurus 
region and its concern with material affairs. We shall find, later in Emerson's biography, when he stands in 
relation to these forces, that he has a concern with the ownership of land. 

 
He falls into ill health and needs an operation. Later on we will see operations occurring in the life of 

Albert Schweitzer when he also is passing through the Scorpio region. 
 

Next we find Emerson in Chelmsford, a rural community of 
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farmers. They combine the severity of the Scorpio forces in their orthodox Calvinism and the virtue of 
temperance, overcoming any form of "covetousness" in their way of life. Emerson's praise of poverty is at this 
juncture in his life perhaps a sense of the virtue of temperance which is the archetypal virtue related to the 
Taurus forces. It was under the inspiration of these spirits that Henry David Thoreau went out to Walden Pond 
to discover what life was about, and what a man really needed to live. We will see this later in our discussion of 
the life of Thoreau. 
 

In retrospect Emerson was pained by memories of this period of his life which he characterized as 
having a "character of unfounded pride cleaving to certain passages which might come to many ears that death 
had not shut." This quality of pride we have discussed earlier in its relation to the Scorpio region of experience. 
In the life of Carl Jung, during a period when he came into relation with Scorpio, he tells us of the "bombastic 
nature,, of certain voices that came up in him at this time. 
 

At the age of twenty four we next find Emerson teaching school at his mother's house, given over 
somewhat to concerns of monetary responsibility for his family. These concerns we can understand as reflecting 
his relation to Virgo at this time in his life. His observations on the "strangeness" (my characterisation) of the 
coincidental deaths of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson reflects his interest in "wierd" or unusual phenomena 
which is often found in relation to the Scorpio region of experience. It was in this sphere that Jung investigated 
paranormal phenomena for his thesis, and the breaking of the knife and splitting of the table at his mother's 
house occurred. 
 

Emerson remarks: ''Tis a queer life (Scorpio?), and the only humour (Virgo) proper to it seems quiet 
astonishment. others laugh, weep, sell, or proselyte. I admire" (All expressions of Virgo activity related to the 
center at the solar plexus. see Vol. II, Mercury). 
 

Further, we find from Sampson Reed's; Observations on the Growth of the Mind: "Every man has a 
form of mind peculiar to himself..etc ... "The spirit of God is as necessary to the development of the mind as the 
sun is to the growth of vegetables. The reservoir of knowledge is seated in the "affections" and what is loved is 
remembered." (These words give expression to the relation between the mind and the Virgo forces, which in 
turn are related to the personal religious life, or the personal life altogether. This sense of the natural,  
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organic, ripening or maturing of the mind is a Virgo sense, as is the relation to the "spirit of God', described 
above. 
 

We next find Emerson concerned with his health (Virgo), travelling (here once again we find the 
progressed Sun entering into relation to the Pisces forces) and preaching. (My impression is that the activity of 
preaching, as that of any kind of public performance, can be found in relation to the Virgo forces. Here one 
finds the cultivation of grace and maturation of individual talents leading to the quality of charisma or 
character.) 
 

Next we find Emerson giving almost an archetypal expression to an appreciation of the Virgo virtue 
"courtesy becomes tactfulness of heart" in his portrayal of the people of Charleston. 
 

We read: "Manners he decided belong more to the body than the soul, and so come under the influence 
of the Sun. Here everyone was more polite and ceremonious than in Boston. There is a grace and perfection too 
about these courtesies which could not be imitated by a northern laborer were he designed to be extremely 
civil." 
 

We next find a wonderful characterization of the Pisces forces in respect of their weakness of fraud and 
deceit -covering over one's transgressions. "That a man can sin in secret and 'cover transgressions with an 
impenetrable cloak'..etc." Here we find Emerson speaking right out of his heart's archetype as it was then 
standing in relation to the Pisces forces. 
 

The following entries continue to illustrate the prevalent archetypes in Emerson's life at this time. His 
wandering and preaching are reflective of his relation to the Pisces and Virgo forces. The observation of the 
author that sooner or later this young man "with a mind of his own" will reject all established forms of belief, 
seems to remind us of Jung's break with Freud under a similar archetype and his need to formulate his own 
picture for himself. The following entries under this archetype should be clear enough, with the corresponding 
interpretative symbols pointing to the corresponding regions. 
 

We next find ourselves under a new archetype of Scorpio-Cancer and Taurus-Capricorn. It plays a large 
part in Emerson's relation with Ellen Tucker, his first wife. 
 

Emerson, as Gandhi and Jung, when entering into relation with the Capricorn archetype, finds a 
relationship to the world of prayer. He has been "called by an ancient and respectable Church to become 
 



125 
 
its pastor". His experience of awe and his sense of total dependence is reflective of the soul's relation to the 
Father forces of Capricorn, in some way related by Jung to his sense of the omnipotence or great power of the 
Father God, and his fear of eternal damnation. 
 

The following entries can all be understood in relation to the Capricorn and Cancer archetypes. A certain 
kind of relationship with God; his travel to the White Mountains; Ellen's sense of Waldo which inspired her to 
call him "king" and "grandpa',, all lead us into the Capricorn sphere where his progressed Earth was standing at 
this time. 
 

Later we find the question of sexual love linking us to the Cancer region, the region of tenderest 
sympathies, which Mr. Allen may be pointing towards in his expression of how Ellen "thawed his emotions and 
expanded his human sympathies." 
 

When he is travelling at age 27 he speaks of missing his "study and his home". (Capricorn and Cancer). 
In reviewing the preceding year he admits that he is oppressed with doubt (Capricorn) and sorrow (Cancer). His 
attempts to penetrate the "laws of God', is an expression of his relation to the Capricorn forces. 
 

The question of renting houses is a Cancer and Capricorn concern: the structure or stability of the house 
coming more from the Capricorn sphere, whereas the mood of the house has more to do with the Cancer 
influence. When Waldo urged William "to bundle him up warm, and send him there immediately-for mother 
and Ellen to nurse him" we find ourselves in the Cancer region, reminding us of Gandhi's remark under the 
same archetype, that "children wrapped up in cotton wool are not always proof against all temptation and 
contamination." 
 

The description of his relation with Ellen: its' childlike faith, its tender conscience, its relation to the 
sphere of the angels, all bespeak the tenderness and holiness of the Cancer forces. (see Cancer, Vol. I) 
 

The doctrine of self-reliance; the government of God; the efficacy of prayer, can all be seen in respect of 
Emerson's relation to the Capricorn forces. At a comparable period Jung concerned himself with Church dogma 
and Gandhi concerned himself with the "law" and the just governing of children. 
 

We next find the death of Emerson's wife and the expression that the Christian faith "keeps Duty, the 
soul's everlasting object, always uppermost". This may be the Saturnian or Capricornian experience of the 
Christian faith. He speaks of his relation to the fathers, 
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the problem of sects (which is related to the Cancer forces in their tendency to isolate people, but also related to 
the Capricorn forces in their tendency to provide intellectual or doctrinal justification for this divisive 
tendency). 
 

At the age of 28 1/2, as Emerson is approaching or has entered the Gemini-Sagittarius archetype, he 
finds himself moving away from "institutional religion" (Capricorn religion or religion with a formal, rigid 
structure). 
 

He speaks of the loss of integrity and power to a man who is united with an institution. This may reflect 
his relation to the Gemini spirits, although his interest in astronomy, spoken of shortly thereafter, would seem to 
indicate that he still stands in relation to Capricorn. His hope that he could have an observatory, a telescope and 
a laboratory seems reflective of the Capricorn archetype, as does his remark that he was like "a mere eye sailing 
about space in an eggshell". The eye we find in relation to Capricorn and the sense of sight and the eggshell in 
relation to the Cancer forces of life and nourishment. (See Saturn in Vol. II) 
 

His remarks and struggles with the question of the Lord's Supper, and the experience of the antiquated 
nature of the forms of the Church, seem to place him in relation to the Capricorn region. 
 

Finally, at the age of 291 we find the break with the Church and his decision to go travelling. Now we 
begin to discover a very different spirit working in Emerson. 
 

After the difficulties of the journey we find him in the best of health, awakening each morning "eager 
for new adventures". (Eagerness streams from the Gemini region and "new adventures" probably streams from 
the sphere of the hunter and seeker, Sagittarius). We hear of him visiting different personalities in Italy. (A 
reflection of the sense of personality or ego connected with Gemini). Whereas previously he taught French 
under a Sagittarius influence, now he visits France. His desire to meet "certain men,, in England is an 
expression of Gemini's relation to the interest in other egos. 
 
 Emerson the preacher (Virgo and Capricorn), though still a preacher, has now metamorphosed into 
Emerson the lecturer or moral teacher. (Sagittarius). The following entries reflect this archetype, finally 
expressed with these words: 
   

"Set out to study a particular truth. Read upon it; walk to think upon it. Talk of it. Etc. The gleams 
you do get, out they will  flash, as likely at dinner, or in the roar of Faneuil Hall, as in your 
painfullest abstraction." 
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This is no longer the voice of Emerson, the preacher, called by destiny to his ministerial vocation, longing for 
his study and his home, but Emerson the peripatetic teacher, relying on his own intelligence, and not the 
hallowed institutions of the past. Emerson has moved from a relation to the conservative spirits of Capricorn 
and Saturn, to the prophetic spirits of Sagittarius and Jupiter. 
 

Next we find Emerson living in relation to the archetypes of Aries and Libra. His outrage at "those 
stupid persons who in the absence of all internal strength obey whatever seems the voice of their street, their 
ward, their town, etc." seems to be an outrage against the Libran weakness of being unduly ruled and influenced 
by the environment, so readily spoken of by those who have given their souls over to it, as the so-called "real 
world". 
 

He observes sadly, and outspokenly, on Dr. Ripley's view of marriage and makes further observations on 
his brother's view of his betrothed, adding at the end, what one might consider to be a plea for the Libran virtue 
of "realism" and the true "naming" of qualities one of the attributes of Aries. The ',idealisation" of Aries and the 
"illusions" of Libra seem to go hand in hand. Emerson-living under the influence of the Libran sphere of 
companionship tells us how he finds "companions in books'' and in the "woods" where his reason and his 
understanding are sufficient company for each other. Nevertheless, shortly thereafter he seems to be inclined to 
seek a more substantial companion than the one's he has just mentioned. 
 

Still under the influence of the Libran archetype, he meets, and apparently, very precipitously, proposes 
to Miss Lydia Jackson. He is sensitive to his name (Aries sphere) and wants her to call him Waldo. 
 

We find him remarrying under a Libra Earth and giving lectures on teaching students to read the great 
writers under a progressed Aries (word sense) Sun. 
 

While under the Libra influence we find him visited by social "reformers'' in his new house and we 
recall Gandhi's relation to social reform under this influence. Under Libra Jung was concerned with the question 
of formation and transformation (reformation?) in relation to his study of the mandala symbols of 
transformation. This relation to reform under Libra will be seen later in the lives of Thoreau and Marie Curie in 
respect of this archetype. One cannot help but wonder whether the spirit of reform in the social sphere can ever 
find a happy expression without a clear understanding of the 
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laws of metamorphosis inherent in the transformation and reformation 
of life itself? 
 

Shortly thereafter we find an archetypal expression of Emerson's relation to the sphere of philosophical 
"idealism" in the following words: "What is important is not events, deeds, even experiences, but ideas." These 
words could almost have been drawn from Steiner's characterisation of philosophical "idealism" in his book 
Human and Cosmic Thought. (see Mars, Volume II). Concomitant with this expression of philosophical 
idealism we find Emerson concerned with works on language and his turning for proof to etymology. These are 
further indications of the working of the Aries spirits in respect of the word sense at this time in his life. Under 
the influence of these spirits Jung was steeped in Latin alchemical texts, and Gandhi was studying different 
languages and dialects of India. 
 

The following entries tend only to further exemplify the presence of this archetype operative at this time 
in Emerson's life. 
 

The question of relationships, different marriages as relationships reflect the Libra sphere. 
Accompanying Libra we have Aries. His sensitive bioqrapher even calls him at this time a philosophical 
"idealist". We find a further characterisation of his idealism and a lament over the poverty of the arts and the 
low aesthetic taste of the nation. "What shall nourish the sense of beauty now?" (Here we find the signature of 
his relation to the Libra forces). 
 

Next we find a curious phrase of the biographer who says that: "the frivolous external fancying faded out 
of the second marriage." Libran "foolishness"? 
 

Next we see another "change of heart" for Emerson as we find his progressed Sun archetype entering 
into relation to the Leo forces while his progressed Earth archetype enters the Aquarius region. 
 

We have reflections of an appreciation for Alcott's "presence". "Presence" is a word which seems linked 
with an experience of an individual's strength of character as one can experience it in relation to his "solar 
forces". He then speaks of the sad fact that men ,are valued for the goods they can produce, or the money they 
could accumulate, not for their manhood." In a sense one has to admit, that a man's power to produce goods and 
to some measure to earn money does seem to have a relation to the power of their manhood or perhaps their 
strength of heart, the golden, solar forces of Leo. 
 

His famous Phi Beta Kappa address, delivered at this time at Harvard College, has been called his 
"Intellectual (Aquarius?) Declaration 
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of Independence." (Seen in relation to both Leo and Aquarius forces). We then hear that "by scholar, 
Emerson meant "Man Thinking", man using his God-given mind". "The one thing in the world, of value, is the 
active soul, that is mind."' This active soul or mind of which Emerson now speaks seems to lead us into the 
sphere of spiritual freedom, the creative center in man, the Lion forces of the human heart. This expression of 
the power of the individuality in man is given further voice when Emerson says: "If the single man plant 
himself indomitably on his instincts and there abide, the hugh world will come round to him". And finally: "We 
will walk on our own feet; we will work with our own hands; we will speak our own minds." This is the 
glowing enthusiasm for the independent human being, the man of heart, the whole man. We are no longer in the 
sphere of philosophical idealism, we have now reached Leonine sensationalism. 
 

How does Emerson's friend Carlyle respond to this declaration of intellectual manhood by Emerson. 
With unerrinq sympathy for the sphere out of which Emerson has spoken, he proclaims: ''Lo, out of the West 
comes a clear utterance, clearly recognizable as a man's (my emphasis) voice." Leo, the sphere of manhood 
centered in the human heart. 
 

And for what does Emerson win popularity in his lectures at this time in his life? "Heart", "Heroism" and 
"Holiness". 
 

The sometimes cool and reserved Emerson, who was aided by his first wife in "thawing his emotions 
and broadening his sympathies" says of Reverend Barzillas Frost's sermons: "they had no word intimating that 
ever he had laughed or wept, was married or enamoured, had ever cheated, or voted for, or chagrined." Perhaps 
we might say that Emerson was remarking that Frost's sermons had "no heart". 1 imagine some may have 
accused Emerson of the same, though perhaps not during this period in his life. 
 

Next we find him exploring the question of the "soul", which I think for Emerson relates to the 
experience of the "Sun" forces of the Lion. It was during a corresponding time in the life of Carl Jung that he 
spoke of the individualisation of the Self. That experience towards which he points in using the word "Self" is 
comparable to what Emerson means by "soul". Emerson says: "The soul in man is not an organ but that which 
animates and exercises all the organs; which is not a function like the power of memory, of calculation, of 
comparison - but which uses these as hands and feet; 
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which is not the intellect or the will but the master of the Intellect and the will - the vast background of our 
being in which they lie, an immensity not possessed and that cannot be possessed." 
 

If we now move on to Emerson's 37th year (1840) we are once again surprised at the "change of heart" 
which his concerns seem to indicate. The man who has become the voice of intellectual freedom and self-
reliance, now turns his gaze to those concerns which occupied his attention some years before, at a time when 
his soul stood in relation to similar archetypes. Emerson has left the bright, enthusiasm of the solar world, the 
free, unconstrained contemplation of Aquarius, and finds himself once more in the sphere of the past - in 
relation to the spirits of Capricorn and Cancer. 
 

We find here descriptions of observations on different sects in the religious life; a relation to a 
convention for Universal Reform of the Church; a relationship to Caroline Sturgis of Father Confessor to 
daughter. And so, in a sense, we feel almost as if we are back with Emerson the minister, the Saturnian, though 
of course this is not the same Emerson of some years earlier. When he says that he hates "everything frugal and 
cowardly in friendship, and that he shall never go back to his arctic habits", I can't help but wonder whether this 
disclaimer to these gestures is spoken out of his sense that in a certain way he has moved back into relation with 
the constraint and coolness of Saturnine Capricorn, after the expansive, warm-heartedness of Leo. It was under 
a similar Capricorn archetype that Jung came into relation with dreams of arctic cold. 
 

The biographer notes, with some surprise that Emerson has, or is developing a relationship to the world 
of politics. The sphere of politics is also seen in relation to the Capricorn forces; the ordering and structuring of 
the state. Emerson's relation to poetry at this time in his life I see as due to the accompanying influence of the 
Cancer forces. 
 

His discussion of the world of books leads us to the influence of Capricorn, whose Saturn ruler is 
concerned with the preservation of the past. In this respect we remember Gandhi's remarks about not loading his 
students with books in their education. 
 

Emerson says: "The highest class of books are those which express the moral element; (Cap.) the next 
works of imagination (Cancer); and the next works of science (Cap.) - all dealing in realities - what ought to be 
(Cap.), what is, and what appears." (Cancer?) 
 

"The very child in the nursery prattles mysticism (Cancer), and doubts and philosophizes. (Cap.?) 
 



131 
 

Emerson's dissatisfaction with his domestic life may be understood in relation to the Cancer forces (the 
home), and the spirit of self-reform may be inspired by the ascetic tendencies of Capricorn. It was under this 
archetype that Gandhi undertook the reformation of his diet. 
 

Emerson's sympathy for a plan of concentration of scholars in one place reflects his relation to the 
Capricorn forces. His difficulty in coming to a decision about changing his style of living in relation to his 
family left him with feelings of guilt. Gandhi was at his ashram at this time, changing his diet. Carl Jung 
explored his unconscious and remarked that without his family (Cancer) and his profession (Capricorn) he 
would have lost his balance in his inner exploration. Emerson laments that "the old circumstances of mother, 
wife, children and brother work to overpower his wish to right himself with absolute nature." One wonders if 
Emerson was unable, in deed, to actually live out of that spirit of self-reliance and independence, which he gave 
such eloquent testimony to in word? 
 

When the proofs for his book began to arrive, he said to Margaret Fuller that he was "but a hen with one 
chicken"; an image drawn from the Cancer region. We-will discover a similar image used by Albert Schweitzer 
during his life in connection with these forces. 
 

Continuing under this archetype Emerson remarks: "it is the unsophisticated mind, the idiot, the Indian, 
the child, the unschooled farmer's boy, which stands nearer to the light by which nature is to be read." Here we 
find Emerson, giving expression to that sense which Carl Jung had when as a young boy, taken from school for 
a time, he "crawled into nature" and lived in communion with her. This bespeaks their relation to the creative, 
living "mother" forces; the path towards which we spoke in the first Volume as related to inner purification. 
 

Emerson's reading of the Pythagorean life, his attraction to ascetic discipline and strong desire to purify 
and spiritualize his body reflects the Cancer/Capricorn archetypes. This is what Gandhi was engaged in at a 
corresponding time in his life. 
 

Emerson does have a sense of these mysterious forces of life which concerned Carl Jung as well. He 
expresses it to Margaret Fuller in the following way: "The physiologist concedes that no chemistry, no 
mechanics can account for the facts, but a mysterious principle of life must be assumed, which not only inhabits 
the organ but makes 
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the organ." In these words, we find in the life of Emerson, as we had in the life of Carl Jung, his sense of the 
refutation of the purely materialistic (Cancer, materialism) and mechanistic world picture. 
 

At the age of thirty eight Emerson's Earth archetype changes from the Cancer sphere to Cancer-Scorpio. 
At this time in his life his son died, and he wrote a threnody on his death. While in New York City he came into 
contact with different editors: Horace Greely of The Tribune and William Cullen Bryant of the New York Post. 
He also took over the editorship of the Dial from Margaret Fuller. (We see Scorpio in relation to the question of 
death and in the editorial process of pruning away excess. See Scorpio contemplation in Vol. I). He also entered 
into relation to the question of finding publishers for Thoreau's work. His relation to the Scorpio forces is 
further illustrated through his questions about using machinery for material improvement. The world of 
technology and machinery, the dynamics of machinery is related to the Scorpio forces (see Mars, Volume II). 
We may understand questions of material improvement in relation to the Taurus forces. One remembers that the 
last time Emerson stood under this archetype he was extolling the virtue of poverty and admired the hard 
working, austere, Calvinist farmers. 
 

His inspection of the Concord and Fitchburg railroads also came under the influence of the Scorpio 
forces, particularly in their relation to the use of iron in the operation and construction of the railroad. 
 

When Emerson's progressed Sun moved into relation to the Cap.Virgo forces and the progressed Earth 
moved into relation to the Cancer-Pisces forces we find him concerned with the question of more rapid 
transportation and communication, as well as questions concerned with road building. The question of more 
rapid communication and transportation can be seen in light of the influence of the Pisces forces. 
 

Once again, Mr. Allen, with a certain note of surprise, remarks: "Heretofore, Emerson had been critical 
of trade, and had looked upon 'business ethics' as inimical to the public good. He now says: 'The history of 
commerce is the record of a beneficent tendency." Here we find Emerson standing in relation to the Virgo 
forces and the question of "business ethics", and the Pisces forces with their gesture of generosity and 
magnanimity, given expression to in his sense that the history of commerce is the record of a beneficent 
tendency. 
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At this time, having left the Scorpio archetype, we find the termination of Emerson's editorship of The 
Dial. 
 

He is concerned with the effect of the railway on employment. He buys pasture and a woodlot on 
Walden Pond. He starts gardens. All of these gestures can be understood in relation to this archetype of 
Pisces-Virgo. He considers the question of the relation of work and the path of the poet to intoxication and the 
use of drugs -two spheres related to the Pisces forces. 
 

We see his expression of gratitude, streaming from the Virgo region in the words: "full of thanks for 
moderate goods". In respect of his world view at this time in his life we cannot help but being struck by his 
biographer's reference to his "phenomenalism" during this period. In Volumes I and II we have indicated the 
relation between phenomenalism and the Virgo region. 
 

We then find a consideration of the question of business or manufacturing concerns in relation to the 
war, and the problem of opportunism, two spheres related to the Virgoan region -the transformation of raw 
materials into finished products in time. 
 

As his progressed Earth moves into relation with the Leo forces we are led into the question of his 
relationship with Caroline Sturgis, once having had the character of Father Confessor and child, now perhaps 
having more of a romantic character? 
 

The Emerson of the Phi Betta Kappa address reappears in the words: "There are no common men. All 
men are at last of a size; and true art is only possible on the conviction that every talent has its apotheosis 
somewhere." (Leo region?) 
 

At this time we find him giving lectures on Great Men, later to become Lectures on Representative Men. 
He also speaks of his sense of the relation between the intellect and moral sentiment. Perhaps an indication of 
what Steiner calls: "thinking with the heart". 
 

"Fate is for imbeciles; all is possible to the resolved mind." Such words are a far cry from the Emerson, 
who first assuming his duties as a minister, saw the hand of God in his election. At that time he stood under the 
Capricorn forces. Now he stands under the Leo forces. In his journal at this time he speaks of "the Central 
Man", curiously suggestive of Steiner's term, the middle man for the circulatory region in man. The man of 
heart, the Leo man. 
 

We find his enthusiasm for poetry wax during this period of his life and we are brought back to his 
"wine drinking" in the days of the 
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Pythologian Club at Harvard. His translation of the Persian poet Hafiz: "Butler, fetch the ruby wine, which with 
sudden greatness fills us: Bring me wine which maketh glad.." and "Come let us strew roses and pour wine in 
the cup.." brings us into the forces of the blood, the Leo forces, where his progressed Earth is presently 
standing. Further, we find a philosophical treatment of love in a Volume of his poetry at this time, and a relation 
to the question of the intoxication of the senses. This is not the Emerson of Pythagorean aspirations, but the man 
whose will has entered into relation to the Leonine spirits of sensualism. 
 

In 1847 and 1848 we find Emerson in England, where he is lecturing at the Mechanics Institute. Here is 
his meetings with the best people in London and he is also attending lectures by Michael Faraday on electricity. 
This can either be understood in respect of his relation, at this time, to the forces of the Lion (as he is Lionized, 
meeting the best people in London) and Aquarius (lectures on electri~ city) or perhaps overlapping with his 
movement into the Leo-Sagittarius, Aquarius-Gemini regions. 
 

He returns to Boston and becomes most active in public speaking. He speaks about the spirit of the 
times, a phrase which seems to bring us into relation to the Aquarius-Gemini forces. We see him at the town 
and Country Club speaking on "Good Fellowship" - a Geminian theme - and engaged in the editing of previous 
writing. He continues travelling (Sag.) and giving lectures. (Gemini) 
 

Next we find him working on the memoirs of Margaret Fuller and given over to concerns with justice in 
social life. (We seem to now find ourselves in relation to the Aquarius-Libra forces). When he says: "The 
providing for community needs is one of the best uses of wealth" we find ourselves in the Libra sphere. His 
invitation to a convention on women's rights at this time gives further evidence of his moving through this 
archetype at this time. 
 

I will stop at this point in my discussion and leave it to the reader to continue with the brief remainder of 
this interpretation of Emerson's life. Taking the detailed entries along with the interpretive material, in light of 
what we have thus far discussed, it should not be too difficult for you to continue to the end of Emerson's life 
account. 
 

I think what we have thus far discussed of Emerson's life -in 
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certain ways more so than in the lives of Gandhi and Jung -seems to lend evidence to the validity of the 
hypothesis of the correspondence between the progressed Solar and Earthly rhythm moving through the 36 
sidereal regions, in correspondence to the biographical unfolding. 
 

Let us now continue our studies with a further consideration of the autobiography of the Indian spiritual 
teacher, Yogananda, to see whether our theory continues to be borne out through biographical research. In many 
ways, I think the life of Yogananda is far less transparently clear in illustrating this law than in the study of the 
preceding lives. Let us look at his autobiographical account, Autobiography of a Yogi, next. 
 



I have long exercised an honest introspection, the exquisitely painful approach to wisdom. 
Self-scrutiny, relentless observation of one's thoughts, is a stark and shattering experience. It 
pulverizes the stoutest ego. But true self-analysis mathematically operates to produce seers. The 
way of self-expression, individual acknowledgements, results in egotists sure of the right of their 
private interpretations of God and the universe." "Man can understand no eternal verity until he has 
freed himself from pretensions. The human mind bared to a centuried slime is teeming with the 
repulsive life of countless world-delusions. Struggles of the battlefield pale into insignificance here, 
when man first contends with inner enemies! No mortal foes these to be overcome by a harrowing 
array of might! Omnipresent, unresting, pursuing man even in sleep, subtly equipped with miasmic 
weapons, these soldiers of ignorant lusts seek to slay us all. Thoughtless is the man who buries his 
ideals, surrendering to the common fate. May he seem other than impotent, wooden, ignominious?" 
Yogananda, Autobiography of a  Yogi 
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Chapter V: 
THE LIFE OF YOGANANDA VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF THE 

SOLAR-EARTHLY CONCEPTION TO BIRTH RHYTHM 
 

My discussion of the life of the Indian spiritual teacher, the founder of the Self-Realisation Fellowship, 
Yogananda, will be taken from his well-known autobiography: Autobiography of a Yogi. 
 

Although it is a book of almost six hundred pages, my review of Yogananda's life, for the purposes of 
our present studies, will be far more brief than our preceding three studies. This is due to the fact, that despite 
the length of his autobiographical account, I found it difficult to discern clearly the threads of his life, amidst its 
wealth of anecdotal material, particularly in relation to the many other personalities Yogananda so warmly and 
whole-heartedly introduces into the pages of his text. Nevertheless, holding fast to the principle I mentioned 
earlier, that I would present my findings for all of those biographies I had chosen to study, regardless of how 
well or ill they seemed to illustrate my fundamental conception, I will include this account of the life of 
Yogananda as he himself has left it for us. 
 

Both the Circle Book of Charts and Lois Rodden's, American Book of Charts, give Yoganada's birth 
data as follows: January 5, 1893 at 8:38 PM LMT in Gorakhpur, India, 83E29; 26N35. 
 

We will take this as our starting point. We then discover Yogananda's spiritual conception time to be 
about April 7 or 8th, 1892. 
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YOGANANDA: AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A YOGI 
 

As in the previous biographies we have considered, Yogananda's earliest years remain somewhat 
enigmatical to me. I will begin my commentary of Yogananda at about the ages of 13 and 14. We find him 
involved in a flight from home, on a train bound -he hopes- for the Himalayas. His journey on the train may be 
understood in light of his progressed Earth standing in relation to the Scorpio-Pisces forces. 
 

We then find him with various Saints and mystics. 
 

As we approach the 17th year of his life the archetypal relations become a little more clear to me. 
 

We find Yogananda's progressed Sun and Earth line moving in relation to the Capricorn and Cancer 
regions. The ability to pass an examination without study seems linked with the Capricorn sphere of study and 
discipline itself. The adjoining crematory grounds is here for the Yogi, what the contemplation of a skull, may 
have been for the eremitical Christian. A contemplation on the transitoriness of life on earth, through a 
consciousness of the working of the forces of the Father, the great reaper, the forces of death, can be understood 
as standing in relation to the Capricorn sphere of influence. 
 

When Yogananda speaks of his mood of soul at the prospect of leaving his family, we find ourselves in 
the Cancer region where the tender and intimate bonds of familial love weave. 
 

While at the Ashram (which like a Christian monastery, as a cloister, is an expression of the Cancer 
forces. A sanctuary where a life of holiness through which the soul strives to regain and maintain a relation to 
the innocent forces of childhood as a bridge to his ascent to the spiritual worlds, is cultivated) his fellow 
aspirants think he should give more time to organisational meetings. (Capricorn influence). 
 

Nevertheless Yogananda finds his cloister amidst the organisation of the Ashram. That is the attic: a 
cloister within a cloister, a protective sheath within a protective sheath. (Cancer forces). 
 

He is disciplined for two things: not to receive further aid from his father (Capricorn?) and to control his 
appetite. (Cancer) 
 

When he is confronted with the question of starving to death one cannot help but see an archetype which 
is as old as history. The 
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severe, chastening forces of Capricorn which render a man gaunt and skeletal, at odds with the instinct towards 
life and nourishment which streams from mother or familial love. 
 

When we see the envelope in which his mother's silver amulet was contained torn open we are still 
within this Russian doll of layer within layer of archetypal influence at this time in Yogananda's life. 
Yogananda, within his attic, within the Ashram, opens yet another wrapping or enclosure -the envelope- and 
discovers that a final wrapping -an amulet made of the Cancer, moon metal silver, has disappeared. 
 

Still within this archetypal period, somewhere in his 17th year, Yogananda meets his teacher Sr. 
Yukteswar. 
 

As in the life of Jung, he met Philemon, his inner guru, during his Capricorn-Cancer period, so 
Yogananda meets his Guru in the flesh during this period. 
 

Sri Yukteswar's suggestion that Yogananda return to his family keeps us still in the context of the 
Cancer forces. His insistence on Yogananda's complete surrender by obedience to his strict training is an 
expression of the Capricorn forces. Emerson, at a corresponding time in his life spoke of his awe before his 
experience of the working of the hand of God in his life and his feeling of total dependence upon God. 
 

To prove his faith in God's protection (as a father or mother would protect a child) he goes on a journey 
and is provided for royally by the invisible hand which justifies his faith. 
 

We next see Yogananda in his master's hermitage. (Master relating to the fatherly Capricorn forces and 
hermitage to the motherly Cancer forces). 
 

His architectural dreams of the future link us with the Capricorn and Cancer forces. The reader may 
remember that Jung, under a comparable archetype, had vivid architectural dreams of being in an Italian loggia. 
 

A faithful expression of the Capricorn influence is given by Yogananda in the following words: "Under 
Master's unsparing rod, I soon recovered from the agreeable delusions of irresponsibility." It was in Jung's life, 
while he was absent from school after an accident, under the same archetype, that we found a similar experience 
of his becoming more serious and responsible. 
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His visit to the Himalayas may be seen in respect of Capricorn's relation to the formation of mountains 
and the desire for solitude which such distant, severe geographical regions provide to the human soul. The 
Cauliflower Robbery may be seen in light of the influence of the Cancer forces, as Sri Yukteswar's teaching 
about "outwitting the stars" may be understood in respect of the kind of Capricornian fatalism which can enter 
into astrological thinking. 
 

Having touched on the question of "astrological fatalism" I would like to simply introduce some 
thoughts at this juncture in respect of their relevance to this problem as seen in the light of these particular 
studies. Given the spiritual stature of an individual like Yogananda, or later to be explored, Rudolf Steiner, I 
can't help but wonder if their biographies would not as readily be explained in light of these prevailing cosmic 
rhythms as would be expected to be the case with other individuals who might not have been as spiritually 
mature as they. Given Sri Yukteswar's teaching on this matter one might imagine this to be so. This has 
remained an open question to me as I continued these studies. What I am presenting as a characterisation of the 
life. of Yogananda, as later Rudolf Steiner, is simply a portrayal of one rhythm - the focus of these studies - 
which I am trying to illustrate. I think to some measure, both the life of Rudolf Steiner and of Yogananda are 
also reflective of these rhythms, although they are certainly not "explained" by them. Especially in the case of 
Yogananda, where his autobiography recounts various "miraculous occurrences", it would seem a little mean 
and ungenerous of me to suggest that his life ran along a pattern which I am trying to set forth. Nevertheless, 
perhaps I could suggest that it is possible that although highly developed individuals may not be bound by these 
rhythms, they may choose to enter freely into them, and play their parts amidst them. I have tried to address this 
question at the end of the previous book and will return to it in a later book. I simply wanted to share these 
thoughts so the reader would not misunderstand any implicit suppositions which may seem present based on 
this particular presentation. In relation to this a further question would obviously follow. How do the individual 
rhythms of a personality of world historic significance enter into relation with the more universal currents 
unfolding in history. This is another essential question arising from the context of these studies which I hope to 
be able to explore in another book. Having made these 
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remarks let us now return to our consideration of the details of Yogananda's life. 
 

At about the age of 18, Yogananda's progressed Sun and Earth archetypes change and he enters into 
relation with the Sagittarius and Gemini spirits. At this time we find him helping his sister with her husband. He 
is reprimanded by his teacher for ignoring his textbook assignments in philosophy. (Gemini and Sag. concerns). 
we then have a picture of him bicycling (Sag.) and having his friend tutor him. (Gemini) 
 
 With the help of unseen tutors as well as seen, Yogananda graduates from college during his 23rd year. 
At this time his archetypes have moved into relation to the Libra and Aries regions, the regions of marriage, 
relationships, ceremonies for Libra and the word, naming, etc. for Aries. Yogananda is initiated into the Swami 
Order and takes a new name. We find the following quotation at this time from his autobiography. 
 

 "He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord; 
but he that is married careth for the things of the world; how he may please his wife." 

 
Here we find ourselves in the Libra region, recollecting that in this region Gandhi had made the remark 

that "his partiality for his wife overpowered his partiality for the truth." 
 

Next we see Yogananda choosing a new name for himself. Curiously in the following pages of the 
autobiography Yogananda becomes somewhat of a philologist or scholar, careful characterising the significance 
of the various terms or names in the Swami Order. We wonder whether Yogananda's progressed Earth standing 
in relation to Aries inspires his interest in naming in this way at this time. 
 

Sri Yukteswar says to him: "How you will miss the companionship of a wife in your old age." 
 

At the age of 25 we find Yogananda moving through a different archetype, that of the Aquarius-Leo 
forces. Here he begins work in educating children, a concern related to the Leo forces. The exercises he gives 
for recharging the body may be seen in light of Leo's relation to the sense of life and vitality itself. Joy comes 
from the heart, and his father's appreciation of Yogananda amidst the happy, eager youngsters is a testimony to 
his selfless participation in Yogananda's heart's concerns at this time in his life. 
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Yogananda's faithfulness to his student Kashi is probably one of the most eloquent testimonies to the 
power of love that one might find. 
 

When Yogananda attempts to explain miracles in relation to the model of electricity we find ourselves in 
relation to the Aquarius spirits at this time in his life. 
 

During the ages of 26 and 27 1 imagine Yogananda's progressed Sun and Earth line as moving through 
the Cancer and Capricorn spheres. We see Babaji materializing a palace in the Himalayas. Under this archetype 
Jung dreamt of a palace and a Church; Gandhi visited Churches; Emerson preached in Church; now abaji 
creates a palace! They are as it were - all of a piece, yet how different each of these individualized expressions 
of these archetypes are from each other. 
 

At the age of 27 Yogananda travels to America, aided by his father. (When last he was in relation to this 
archetype he was told by his teacher not to accept money from his father). He goes to a congress (Capricorn) 
where he lectures on The Science (Cap.) of Religion. Gandhi during a corresponding archetypal period attended 
a "vegetarian congress"; Emerson a convention on Church reform. 
 

At the age of 31, under the influence of Pisces and Virgo, Yogananda started a transcontinental tour. The 
Pisces influence is evident in his travelling, the Virgo influence in his public speaking. 
 

In 1925, in respect of the Leo forces of individuality, with the help of "large-hearted students", he 
established an American headquarters. When last he was in the Leo sphere he had started a school for children. 
We shall find later in the life of Albert Schweitzer, when moving through the Leo sphere, that he establishes his 
hospital on an independent footing. 
 

Of 1926-1930, under the Sagittarius-Gemini influences he says: "years (time or Gemini) sped by as I 
lectured (Gem.-Sag.) in every part of my new land." 
 

At 42, under Virgo-Pisces and then Virgo, Pisces-Cancer we find Yogananda again travelling. He is to 
return to India. Generosity (Pisces) affords him the means (Virgo) to do this. He then describes his travels. 
 

In August of 1935 he is back in India. (Perhaps the Cancer forces? Through genorosity from America 
(Pisces-Virgo?) the Ranchi school is incorporated. He travels throughout India and describes the caste 
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system. (Cancer forces). We find him during this time of the death of his beloved teacher attending the Kumbha 
Mela, a bazaar like gathering of people from many different streams of life. He visits Mohandas Gandhi where 
he enters into a world of concern about diet. The question of eggs and egg substitutes arise. This is Gandhi's 
Cancer world, the world which found Gandhi at the vegetarian congress; devoted to fasting and purification 
later on in his life. 
 

Upon returning to America he presents a gift of a silver cup to a student. This, under the Cancer 
influence reminds us of his stay in the Ashram and the silver amulet his mother had given to him. And now, 
under a similar archetype, we see the fulfillment of his architectural dreams of some 25 years earlier. The 
founding of the SelfRealisation Fellowship is a fulfillment of the Cancer gesture of sanctifying a place, set 
apart, where those devoted to the spiritual life, can pursue their dedication to holiness. 
 

Finally, under a Gemini progressed Sun, we find Yogananda composing a commentary on the 
Bhagavad-Gita. 
 

This draws to a close our consideration of the life of Yogananda viewed in the light of the progressed 
Sun-Earth conception to birth rhythm. To come to any conclusions on how truly it seems to bear out the theory 
considered in these studies would probably demand further study of other biographical accounts of Yogananda's 
life. Nevertheless, I think it makes a contribution to our overall considerations, although far more sketchy and 
inconclusive than the other studies we have thus far explored. 
 

Let us now turn our attention to an individual working in a very different field, that of natural science. 
The life of Marie Curie will be the object of our concern in the following chapter. 
 



Science, said Dr. James Bryant Conant, is a state of mind." 
Catherine Drinker Bowen 
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Chapter VI: 
THE LIFE OF MARIE CURIE VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF 

THE SOLAR-EARTHLY CONCEPTION TO BIRTH RHYTHM 
 

Our next study will be devoted to the life of the Polish scientist, Marie Curie. The source for her 
biography which we shall use is the book, Madame Curie, written by her daughter, Eve Curie. 
 

In Marc Edmund Jones' book, The Sabian Symbols, he gives the birth data for Marie Curie as follows: 
born in Warsaw on November 7, 1867 at 8:44 PM. The chart he gives for her birthday is pictured on the 
following page. It is the one I will use to calculate Marie Curie's beginning conception time. Recently, I have 
seen in the book, Astrology and Past Lives, by Mary Devlin a different birth time for Marie Curie 1:30 PM. 
This would place the ascendant at 13 degrees of Aquarius and the descendant at 13 degrees of Leo. Given the 
rule under consideration this would mean that we were about one day away from Marc Edmund Jones, 
ascendant of 25 degrees of Cancer, descendant of 25 degrees of Capricorn One day away given the 
interchangeability of the ascendant or descendant factor in determining the starting point. For this reason I will 
leave this study as I had done it prior to gaining this further information, not knowing which is more accurate. 
The one day would correspond to a variation of three months in biographical events. Within the degree of 
precision of our exploration three months should not alter the essential pattern of the law I am trying to 
illustrate. 
 

This brings us to February 3, 1867 as the starting point of Marie Curie's conception to birth 
development. 
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MADAME CURIE 
 

I will begin my discussion of the life of Marie Curie at her seventeenth year. The other entries, for her 
earlier years, are a little uncertain to me although I think it should be noted that when her mother died she "lost 
her faith in God". This event, which occurred when her progressed Earth stood in relation to the Virgo forces, 
seemed to deeply color her relationship to the question of that sphere of study towards which she would later 
devote her personal will and intelligence. The significant and dedicated scientist, like the significant and 
dedicated religionist, is a man or woman who has unfolded the forces of personal will and intelligence to a high 
degree, yet has chosen to direct this region of their inner lives to different spheres. One can only wonder 
whether the destiny of Marie Curie might have taken her into other pursuits had not her loss of faith, under 
Virgo, through the death of her mother, had such a deep impact upon her early years? 
 

At the age of 17 with the progressed Earth standing first in relation to the Virgo-Taurus forces, then the 
Libra forces -each of which in their relation to balance and the mercurial spirits of liveliness in the limb has a 
relation with walking and dancing -we find Marie in a time "of intoxication of idleness. Reading absurd and 
harmless novels during her year of laziness." She learned to dance. Attended balls. Spent a few months in the 
country where a Libran "breeze of innocent madness stirred all summer long over the beautiful house." In 
September, "still giddy from a whole year's roaming"... Here we clearly see the signature of mercurial 
liveliness, nimbleness, and Libran silliness, giddiness. 
 

She returns home and we find her having her father read to her from David Copperfield. (Libra and 
Aries. The word in companionship). She involves herself in tutoring, (one on one working), and develops a 
relationship to the social and political movements of her day. This reflects her interest in social justice, 
indicative of the Libra archetype. She gives lessons to women of the poor classes, during which time she reads 
aloud to them. (Libra-Aries) 
 

We are told that she wished to reform the social order and enlighten the masses of the people. She does a 
lot of reading and keeps a book with drawings (Libra) with writing in German, Polish, Russian 
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and French. (Aries relation to the word sense). 
 

In a letter to a friend she writes the following salutation: "To an ideal positivist, from two positive 
idealists", reflective perhaps of her present relation to Arian idealism although it could easily as well come from 
a more passing influence at the time of her writing the letter. 
 

Her gesture of personal sacrifice in her willingness to help her sister by working as a governess may be a 
reflection of the Libran gesture of a will to assist others with their own tasks. 
 

Her work as a governess or companion we can understand under the continuing Libra influence. 
Interestingly her first position is with a family of lawyers. Eve Curie writes of this period: "How naive and full 
of illusions was Manya." An accurate expression of some Libran characteristics. Manya "who had never heard 
an ugly or vulgar word (Aries) at home" has some unpleasant experiences in her present position . 
 

She becomes a governess to another family; tutors poor people in the community and seems interested in 
the people's abilities as dancers. All these reflect her Earth's relation to Libra at this time. She continues with 
her-tutoring and begins a study of science on her own. (This may reflect the movement of the progressed Earth 
sphere into Libra-Aquarius) 
 

Her Arian idealism seems to move more into relation with the personal aspirations of her individual 
feeling and she expresses her sorrow, disappointment and discouragement over her destiny. With the progressed 
Sun having moved into relation with the Leo region perhaps we could say that Marie is experiencing a period of 
"disheartenment". She is also involved in a youthful romance at this time, further reflecting her relation to Leo. 
 

Perhaps close to the time when her progressed Sun moves into the Sagittarius sphere she hears from 
Bronya, her sister, who suggests that she go to study in the capital of the Sagittarian ruled nation, France. 
 

While living with her father (Leo) she works in a laboratory. (Aquarius) Finally, at the age of 24, 
sorrowful about leaving her father (Leo), she travels to France (Sag.). She becomes a student at the Sorbonne, 
lives with her sister and brother-in-law (her progessed Earth moving into Libra-Gemini); learns the French 
language (Sag.), and decides to leave her sister's house. (Gemini) 
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She is single-mindedly devoted to her studies (Gemini); has a love of science and the atmosphere of 
attention and silence. (Gemini?) She studies mathematics, physics and chemistry and grows into an appreciation 
of the experience of meeting other human beings. (Gemini) Accompanying her gratitude for her comradeships, 
is her special love for mathematics and physics. (Related to Gemini's, mathematism). 
 

She has learned the French language perfectly. (Sag. then into relation with the Taurus forces). Passed in 
mathematics and physics. (Gemini). "Travelled home, cheerful (Gemini), but a little too fat" (Taurus?). 
 

She returns to Paris, continues her studies (Gemini), meets Pierre Curie (Gemini). We have an 
expression of their mutual interest in each other as personalities (Gemini). She corresponds with Pierre 
(Gemini) and not long thereafter at the very end of the Earth's motion through the Gemini region of the Libra 
constellation, she marries Pierre Curie. 
 

At the age of 28 she speaks of herself "working at her cooking for the sake of her husband's family". 
(First we might ask: Is this Marie Curie? Then we could suggest that her progressed Sun has moved into 
relation with the Taurus-Virgo region. The Virgo region can be seen as deeply connected with the sphere of the 
culinary arts through its relation to the stomach and intestinal regions in the human form). 
 

In keeping with the spirit of Virgo she acquires a daily expense book at this time. 
 

She undertakes her first serious, independent researches on the properties of steel (under the iron related 
Scorpio forces) and says in a letter that her life is "both healthy (Virgo) and kind (Scorpio) to them." 
 

When she becomes pregnant (Virgo) she is vexed (Scorpio) through its interference with her research on 
the magnetization of steel. (Scorpio). 
 

Of this period Eve Curie writes:  
 
"Thus in the same year, within an interval of three months Marie Curie brought into the world her 
first child (Virgo) and the results of her first researches. (Scorpio)" 

 
Next she decided to do research on x-rays. (Scorpio?) 

 
When her progressed Sun moves into the Taurus-Capricorn region and her progressed Earth moves into 

the Scorpio-Cancer region we find her working in a shed (Cancer-Capricorn), with a blackboard (Cap.) 
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and a coal stove (Capricorn). It was said of this shed that it was not fit for a mortuary (Capricorn). Under a 
similar archetype Yogananda meditated in the graveyard. The spirit of death, of deep peace and concentration, 
meditation, breathes in this atmosphere. 
 

Worn kitchen tables (Cancer-Capricorn) were the tools for the two French "lunatics" (Cancer). The dull 
brown ore, still mixed with pine needles (Cancer-Capricorn) awaited their refinement at the hands of the Curies. 
The will to isolate the particular chemical elements reflects the Cancer forces in relation to the mother ground 
they were exploring and the Capricorn forces in respect of the gesture of iceolation, isolation. 
 

Marie spent hours at a time stirring. Under this archetype of Cancer, countless human souls have spent 
time stirring substances in the preparation of food. The atmosphere of peace and meditation which is the true 
atmosphere of the laboratory (Capricorn) is also the true atmosphere of the graveyard, as Yogananda has shared 
with us. 
 

While Marie the scientist stirred the mixture in her laboratory, Marie the mother cared for her child and 
her garden at her house. (Cancer) She fed Irene milk soups and fresh eggs "straight from the hen". (Cancer) A 
concerned friend wrote to the Curies and suggested that Marie attend more carefully to her health by telling her 
how she should eat her meals. (Cancer) 
 

Just about the time her progressed Sun and Earth line move into the Sag.-Gemini sphere she is given a 
position as lecturer in physics (Sag.-Gemini). Under this archetype Jung became a lecturer in psychiatry. 
Emerson travelled and lectured under this archetype as did Yogananda. Further we see her taking bicycle trips 
with Pierre (Sag. The bicycle calling on the exercise of the formative forces which are related to horses or horse 
back riding, the thigh area.) She draws up the results of her research. (Gemini) She travels with Pierre 
(Gemini-Libra?) to England and they receive the Nobel prize. 
 

Eve Curie -I think out of a true intuition - calls the next chapter heading "Every Day". I think the 
following period in Marie's life reflects her relation to the influences of the Aries forces of the word and the 
Libra forces of relationships, also related to the gesture of hallowing everyday demands, where life concerns 
themselves become one's focus of attention. 
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We are told that the "name of Curie was now a great name" and we wonder of the relation of the Aries 
region to the question of "naming". 
 

Marie is "not doing much of interest". The Libra region can be experienced as the occasion for boredom 
if there is a weakness there, as I think may be the case with Marie. Years earlier she dreamed away a year 
(according to herself) when in contact with these forces, and later, we will discover that she died while standing 
in relation to them. She is concerned with Pierre's illness and her primary interests in her life are her love of 
science and her love for a man. (Libra) 
 

Eve writes of her mother, how she would have liked sometimes to have known "the simple charm of 
living" (Libra). She seems to have lost her fire of enthusiasm for life and the spirit of complaint is with her. 
(Libra) Modern psychology might suggest that Marie, after her years of intensive work is "burnt out". 
 

We find a description of Marie's one dress (Libra). A picture which will emerge in a similar Libran 
archetype later on. Pierre, in, I think a perception of Marie's Libran charm says to her: "It's a pity", he 
murmured! "Evening dresses become you." 
 

Interestingly she enters into a friendship with the dancer Loie Fuller, known as "*The Light Fairy" , a 
wonderful expression of some of the characteristics of the light, mercurial spirits of Libra that so often inspire 
the work of dancers. 
 

Guests visit her house. Conversations are carried on. There develops a further collaboration of Marie 
and Pierre. (All reflective of the Aries-Libra line of influence). 
 

Not long thereafter Pierre is killed in a tragic accident, and Marie, initially seems to have lost her will to 
live. Her conversations with Pierre in her diary reflect her relation to Pierre through the word of companionship. 
After Marie has partially regained her will to continue she is invited to lecture at the Sorbonne, the first time a 
woman was to speak in the hall (Aries-Libra). She resumes the lectures "with the same words Pierre had left 
off". (This is a beautiful testimony to the sacrificial spirits of Aries in relation to the word and the Libran spirits 
of male-female harmony and collaborative errort which lay in the background of this time in Marie's life). 
 

Next we move into the Leo archetype and we find Marie's concern for her children. 
 

Later, Pierre's father, who has come to live with her, dies, and under (I think) the Capricorn archetype, 
Marie makes the gesture of 
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changing coffins in the grave, so that Marie could be nearer Pierre at death. 
 

She is now left alone to raise her children. (Cancer-Cap.) 
 

She concerns herself with her children's education. The reader may recall that under a similar archetype 
Gandhi was a teacher of children and Jung had vivid dreams in which his children played a part. 
 

She teaches her children gardening, modelling, cooking and sewing. (All Cancer related gestures). She 
speaks of her desire to preserve them from "the excesses of sensibility" (Cancer) and never speaks of their 
father (Cap.?) to them. She is said also to have not established a cult of martyred Poland in the house (Cancer). 
At the same time she finds herself incapable of teaching them dogmas in which they no longer believed. 
(Capricorn) 
 

She gave, as a precious gift, the gramme of radium (Cancer in relation to the substance itself) to her 
laboratory. (Cap.) 
 

Marie sought a way to educate Irene herself. Eve writes of this:  
 

"It seemed barbarous to install young beings in ill-ventilated classrooms and to steal innumerable 
sterile hours of attendance from them at an age when they should be running free." 

 
She and a group of professors at the Sorbonne undertook the education of the children themselves. 

(Cap.-Cancer) 
 

Simultaneous with these concerns Marie worked as a professor, research worker and laboratory director. 
She wrote down her lessons in a book (Capricorn concerns) or treatise, called "Treatise on Radioactivity." She 
wins a second Nobel prize and while the Sun has moved into the difficult region of Cancer-Scorpio we hear that 
"malice burst upon her in a sudden squall and attempted to annihilate her." This journalistic venom and letters 
threatening her with violence reflect the dark side of the Scorpio influence. Why she met this quality of Scorpio 
at this time is a question that could be explored further. For the present it is beyond the scope of these studies. 
 

Under the Taurus influence of step by step walking she takes a walking tour of the Engadine, and under 
the Scorpio related influence ruling Great Britain, she travels to that country. 
 

In 1915 she helps with the details for building an institute to house her continuing work. World War II 
breaks out and under the influence of Pisces we find her working in hospitals with x-rays. (It may have been 
under the Pisces forces previously that she had begun her exploration of the world of x-rays themselves.) We 
see her travelling in an automobile from hospital to hospital. (Pisces) 
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With the progressed Earth having moved into the Aquarius-Gemini region we find her training x-ray 
technicians. (Gemini?) 
 

Eve tells us that Marie became "more serene after her fiftieth year". She learns how to swim (Sag.) and 
develops a love for the little joys of daily life. (Progressed Sun into Leo or progressed Earth into 
Aquarius-Libra.) 
 

Under the Libra archetype of companionship, she meets Mrs. Brown Maloney, who offers to assist 
Marie in her task. (Libra) For her Marie represented the highest vision of womanhood. (Libra). When she is 
asked: "if you had the whole world to choose from," Eve reflects that this is a "silly question" (a Libra 
question), but Mrs Meloney does not raise it idly, she has the will and resources to keep "her word". 
 

The consequence of this is that Marie takes a trip to America, with her two daughters (Libra) as her 
companions. Her daughter's insist that she buy a few new dresses for the trip and we are reminded how under 
the same archetype, Pierre had made observations about Marie's one dress in the past. 
 

She visits many girl's colleges (Libra) and lectures (Aries). She calls a lawyer (Libra) and makes a gift of 
radium that has been given to her to her laboratory. An international committee on intellectual cooperation 
(social concern of Libra) invites her to participate. 
 

Under Virgo and Cancer, at the age of 59, she is given over to family concerns. Her daughter's 
engagement occupies her. She develops a relationship to the world of plants and stones. (Cancer) She visits the 
gardens when she is able. (Virgo-Cancer). 
 

She is involved in directing many research projects (CapricornCancer) and many publications come out 
of the institute at this time in respect of the research. (Earth archetype moving from Pisces-Cancer to 
Pisces-Scorpio). 
 

Finally under a Libra Sun we see the teas at the laboratory and her apparent acquiescence to other 
suggestions in respect of her health. On July 16, 1934 Marie Curie dies. 
 

In looking back over this consideration of the life of Marie Curie its patterns seem, with varying degrees 
of transparency, to bear out the hypothetical law under consideration. This I think is partly due to her daughter's 
selfless and heartfelt participation in the heroic and somewhat tragic destiny of her mother. At times I have 
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felt a little too matter-of-fact in respect of this discussion. Although this seems the style most appropriate for 
this discussion, it certainly does a kind of violence to the intimacy that lives in some of these accounts. It is for 
this reason that I have chosen to discuss only personalities whose earthly destinies have reached completion. I 
hope the reader will understand that this mode of presentation is perhaps the one that is most convincing for the 
questions being explored. I hope that if what is being presented in these pages can make a contribution to an 
understanding of some of the deeper currents that lie behind the panorama of human life, then the reader will be 
able to enliven and warm this understanding, necessarily reduced to "bare bones", through his heart's 
enthusiasm for the truly human sphere I am trying to illuminate. 
 

In our next study we shall consider the life of the American author, educator and historian, Henry 
Adams. 



"He exhausted all of his strength in trying to keep one day ahead of his duties. A parent gives life, 
but as parent gives no more. A murderer takes life, but his deed stops there. A teacher affects 
eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops... " 
 
"A teacher must either treat history as a catalogue, a record, a romance, or as an evolution ... He 
makes of his scholars, either priests or atheists, plutocrats or socialists, judges or anarchists, almost 
in spite of himself." 
 
Henry Adams 
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Chapter VII:  
THE LIFE OF HENRY ADAMS VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF 

THE SOLAR-EARTHLY CONCEPTION TO BIRTH RHYTHM 
 

Although Henry Adams is certainly not as well known amongst the general public as many of the other 
personalities we are considering in these studies, after having read his autobiography, The Education of Henry 
Adams, some years ago I decided it would be worthwhile to return to it and to consider his life in light of the 
rhythm under consideration. 
 

There is a measure of uncertainty in this study because I have thus far been unable to obtain any data for 
the birth time of Henry Adams. Consequently, it is possible that our considerations could be off as much as 2. 
years, or one entire archetypal region. In reworking his life, although at times I have certainly felt uncertainty 
about exact times of correspondence between events and corresponding conception to birth archetypes, 
nevertheless the movement from one archetypal region to the next has been sufficiently clear to me to warrant 
consideration of his biography. That is to say that although, for example, I may be uncertain that the 
Cancer-Capricorn third sector of the Scorpio-Taurus region has mathematically given way to the 
Gemini-Sagittarius line of influence, nevertheless the change of events is, in most cases, clear enough to 
indicate that this has occurred. 
 

Given enough biographical studies establishing, beyond any doubt, the reality of this rhythm, it could be 
argued that the precise mathematical correspondence, in the cases where data is uncertain, is not necessarily 
critical, for the changing patterns of about two and one half year periods could still be seen through close 
biographical analysis. Of course, for individuals trying to move with these changes consciously in the course of 
their own lives, exact mathematical correlates would be helpful but would not replace the sensitivity needed to 
experience when archetypal changes had taken place. Having started with this apology let us see what we can 
find in looking at the pattern of unfolding in the life of Henry Adams, as he has recounted it to us in his 
autobiography. 
 

As we have seen in the birth chart on the preceding page, Henry Adams was born on Feb. 16, 1838. 1 
have arbitrarily chosen May 16, 1837 as his conception time. 
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Let us begin with Adams' progressed Sun moving through the region of the Capricorn forces, his 
progressed Earth moving through the region of the Cancer forces. We meet the picture of the young boy and his 
grandfather, the former president of the United States. We find a struggle of will and admiration for his 
grandfather's restraint. The issue is his resistance in going to school. (These pictures seem to lead us into the 
Capricorn region). Next we find the representative of the Cancer forces. Adams writes: "Naturally his mother 
was the immediate victim of his rage-that is what mothers are for, and boys also." Adams goes on to tell how 
his grandfather, in their long walk to the school, maintained silence and uttered no syllable of revolting cant 
about the duty of obedience and the wickedness of resistance to law." (Capricorn?) 
 

At the age of eight we find him "about the library, handled the books, deranged the papers, ransacked the 
drawers, searched the old purses and pocket books for foreign coins." (The library and books lead us to the 
Capricorn sphere, as we have seen in previous studies. Old coins could be seen in relation to Capricorn. The 
drawers, old purses and pockets are related to the Cancer archetype. They enclose, protect, hide, these treasures. 
We plunge deeper into the Cancer region when we discover the covered caterpillars and the best cut glass bowls 
where he wants to plant the representatives of the Capricorn or seed forces, the acorns or peach stones, "that he 
might see the roots grow." ) 
 

At the age of 9 when we are with the peach trees and nursery rhymes we may still be in the 
Capricorn-Cancer sphere. "Sitting behind in Church a President grandfather, and read over his head the tablet in 
memory of a president great grandfather." Certainly we seem to be in the hall of memories through the line of 
generations. Emerson preached in Church at this time and spoke of his relation to the Fathers; Jung dreamt of 
Church and tablets of stone where the dead were laid out at this time; Gandhi visited Churches and wondered 
about worship and stone under the same archetype. 
 

When Adams says that "the prehistoric stage of education ended abruptly with his loth year" we can't 
help but wonder whether his progressed Sun has entered the Gemini sphere of the present and future, leaving 
the hallowed spirits of the past in Capricorn, behind. Emerson left the superannuated Church at a similar 
transitional gesture between these two archetypes. 
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During the next few years we find much of Adams' education coming from hearing the discussions of 
his father and his father's "friends". He studies in his father's library and corrected texts of his father's editorial 
of "works" of John Adams. (May be under Gemini-Sag.). 
 

At the age of 13 we find Mr. Adams described as reading aloud to his children. This activity may be 
related to Henry's connection with the Aries forces at this time. If at the age of 14 he was actually standing in 
relation to these forces it might explain his remark at this time that "books remained the source of life.'? 
 

When he speaks of his "moral confusion" before the age of 15, we wonder whether this might not be 
indicative of a relation to the Leo forces. 
 

When we find Adams' at Harvard we seem to be in the Cancer-Capricorn sphere. His image of a mind on 
which only a water mark has been stamped seems to lead us to the Cancer sphere, with its impressionability and 
reproducability of the "same". His discussion of the Virginians seems also an indication of the experience of a 
strongly delineated relation to the Cancer forces by virtue of his early destiny and the family into which he was 
born being widened through exposure to very different currents from those with which he was familiar. 
 

His motion away from "fixed principles" is a Capricorn statement. 
 

It is interesting also to note that he was interested in Agassiz's lectures on the glacial period and 
paleontology (two regions easily understood in relation to the Capricorn forces). 
 

When he speaks of his turning to writing, I can't help but wonder at what time perhaps, his progressed 
Sun moved into the Cancer-Scorpio archetype from the Cancer archetype. When he is chosen class orator he 
speaks of his vanity being flattered -perhaps an indication of the Scorpio forces. 
 

At about the age of 20 1/2 Adams' sails for Germany. Has his progressed Sun moved into the 
Cancer-Pisces region at this time? 
 

The next period in Adams' life I am inclined to place in relation to the Pisces-Virgo line of influence. 
This comes as the third sectors of the Cancer-Capricorn constellation regions, Cancer-Pisces; Capricorn-Virgo. 
His visits to the opera, ballet, theatre I would link with the Virgo influence in relation to the performing arts. 
Under this 'region Jung frequented the theatre and we will see later that under this influence Albert Schweitzer 
often performed on the organ 
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or lectured to raise money (Virgo) for his hospital (Pisces). Under this influence Emerson preached (Virgo) and 
travelled (Pisces), also to raise money. Adams' relation to music and to beer gardens I would link with the 
Pisces forces, partly through Pisces' relation to the sense of hearing. As he puts it: "Sitting thus at his beer table, 
mentally impassive, he was one day surprised to notice that his mind followed the movement of a Sinfonie." 
 

Although we have noted that according to our proposed epoch the next year of Adams' life seems to be 
related to the Leo-Aquarius archetypes it certainly would seem that he is still standing in relation to the 
Pisces-Virgo archetypes. He continues travelling; visits in Dresden the Sistine-Madonna. He continues to visit 
the theatre and the opera. He remarks on the Elbe being prettier than the Spree. He travels in Italy with his sister 
and gets an education in landscape. (Virgo's phenomenalism?) When he speaks of his helplessness in the face of 
society in Dresden we can't help but wonder whether Adams' is still standing in relation to the Virgo forces of 
courtesy and tact? or perhaps has he moved into relation with the Leo region? 
 

He tells us that "by twisting life to follow accidental and devious paths, one might perhaps find some 
use for accidental and devious knowledge.." (Pisces signature?) 
 

In 1861 Adams is in England with his father. Of this period in his life he speaks of his learning the 
lesson of holding his tongue. This, I think may be the lesson of discretion, something which reflects the fact that 
his progressed Earth archetype has moved into the Aquarius region, the virtue of which is silence and 
discretion. His social relations at this time reflect his progressed Sun standing in relation to the Leo forces. 
 

At the age of 24, in 1862, when he began to speak of his interest in different personalities, I think we see 
a reflection of his progressed Earth having moved into the Aquarius-Gemini region with its stimulation of the 
sense of the "ego" of the other man. This is connected with a sense of another's endurance, the power to carry 
out his intentions. This is the sphere of personality. 
 

He writes of this period. "Question not of fault, but of intent." Meeting different personalities. 
Discussing different personalities. 
 

Further: "Very slow indeed, after two years of solitude (two years in the discrete Aquarius region?), one 
began to feel the first 
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faint flush of new and imperial life. One was ... ; some of one's friends were wearing stars on their collars; some 
had worn stars of a more enduring kind. At moment's one's breath came quick. One began to dream the 
sensation of wielding unmeasured power." I see these words as an expression of himself as a "personality". He 
has come into relation with that sphere of his being, the spirits of personality, where one can have an experience 
of one's personal power. When Emerson stood in relation to this sphere, he also had a strong sense of his 
destiny. 
 

The following entries are graphic characterisations of some of the aspects of the Gemini sphere of 
experience. "He had a chance to measure the motive forces of men; their qualities of character; their foresight; 
their tenacity of purpose. (Read "endurance".) He speaks of being involved in a 212 year struggle (almost 
exactly coincident with his Earth's motion through the Gemini region?) in developing a correctness of 
judgement "in measuring the men and their forces". ".They too have shown power patience and steadiness of 
purpose." "He stood alone, as was his nature. Like Gladstone, he had thought himself right." At this point in 
Emerson's life, he too, as the man Adams, is describing, had to make a decision to stand alone in respect of his 
own personal judgement and belief. 
 

Though perhaps a little biting, I think the following characterisation, in many ways, is sadly accurate, 
and can lead us a step further into a deeper understanding of why, in a certain sense, the Gemini forces can be 
understood as linked with the movement towards the apocalyptic fulfillment of "the war of all against all". 
Henry David Thoreau will have some eloquent words to share about this problem when he moves through the 
same archetype. We will look at this in the following chapter. 
 

Adams speaks of eccentricity, the spirits of personality in some cases brought to extreme expression. 
"For several years under the keenest incitement to watchfulness, he observed the English mind, in contact with 
itself and other minds. From the old-world point of view, the American had no mind; he had an economic 
thinking machine which could work only on a fixed line." (This is Gemini thinking beautifully expressed. That 
fixed line is efficiency). 
 

We now find an apt expression of the relation of the force of personality to the economic life itself. 
"Americans needed and used 
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their whole energy and applied it with close economy; but English Society was eccentric by law and for sake of 
the eccentricity itself.." "Extreme eccentricity was no bar, in England, to extreme confidence." Once again we 
find the question of confidence in relation to the Gemini forces. Emerson lacked it while teaching school. Jung 
observed it in the relations between man and woman in a primitive society where men and women shared tasks 
and responsibility for them. 
 

Accompanying Adams' remarks, we find another thread which runs through this period of his life. It is 
the question of taste. if the reader remembers we had previously spoken of the sense of taste in the previous 
Volumes as related to the Sagittarius forces, the other archetype present at this time in Adams' life. He writes: 
"These questions of taste, of feeling, of inheritance, need no settlement. Everyone carries his own inch rule of 
taste, and amuses himself by applying it, triumphantly, whenever he travels." 
 

He then speaks of Balmoral and says: lit was a startling revelation of Royal taste. A country house, large 
in tastes." Accompanying this Sagittarian question of the sense of taste-or taste as suchis the sportsman, the 
hunter of Sagittarius. "An American who neither hunted nor raced, neither shot nor fished, nor gambled." 
 

Finally one last expression of Gemini's sense of personal destiny at this time in Adams' life: "Intimates 
are predestined. Adams met in England a thousand people, great and small..All the time taken up by such duties 
was wasted. On the other hand his few personal intimacies concerned him alone." 
 

As we move to 1865 we still find Adams concerned with the Sagittarian question of taste, but it seems 
that his progressed Earth archetype may have moved into relation with the Libra forces, having left the Gemini 
forces. He writes: "travelling (Sag.) in all possible luxury (Libra), at some one else's expense with diplomatic 
priviledges and position (Libra).." 
 

When he writes that "he acquired the habit of office and lost the faculty of will" I can't help but think of 
his speaking of that destiny which seems to be frequently present in marriages, where for the sake of 
comfortableness, something is maintained that is actually weakening to both parties. His life (meeting everyday 
demands; assisting others with their social and artistic tasks) of reckoning "so many breakfasts; so many dinners 
... so many Americans to be escorted signifies the working of the Libra influence. 
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When we find him entering into conversations with Frank Palgrave, a critic who attacks various fields, 1 
find myself thinking that we have moved into the Aries-Libra region. We remember that in this region Jung had 
vehement discussions with his father. Further, Adams' exploration of the world of art and art dealers; the 
question of the originality of the Raphael Libris translation, brings us also into relation with the Libran spirits 
and the arts, and the Aries region in relation to the word. 
 

When at the age of 30 he speaks of his study of business I am left a bit mystified, because his progressed 
Earth is still about one year away from moving into the Virgo region, where I would expect it to be in relation 
to this impulse of his. This perhaps may be accounted for by our uncertainty in regard to the exact conception 
time. 
 

The world he is now in certainly seems to be the Pisces-Virgo world; that world which led Emerson to 
somewhat uncharacteristically extol the virtues of commerce, invest in land, and concern himself With 
"business ethics" , which in his earlier years he looked upon with little sympathy. 
 

We find the entries somewhat consistent with each other at this period in his life, and are reminded of 
Virgo's relation to the solar plexus, stomach region in the microcosm. 
 

First we see his study of business. Making himself a position as a practical man of business is one of his 
concerns. He speaks of "new mechanical energies, coal, iron, steam. They could scarcely have earned five 
dollars a day in a modern industry." "Needed energy still more, and capital. Involvement and interest in leaders 
of industry. Banks; furnaces; shops; power-houses." "He was for sale on the open market; so were many of his 
friends." His next remark is an incisive characterisation of that modern custom which Rudolf Steiner has spoken 
so strongly against; considering labor as a commodity. Adams writes: "The young man was required to impose 
himself, by the usual business methods, as a necessity, on his elders, in order to compel them to buy him as an 
investment." (We must have Adams' progressed Sun in the Virgo region! in respect of this remark and the 
events surrounding this time of his life). 
 

When he writes that the treasury takes the place of the state department in his interest we also find 
ourselves in the world of money, the Virgo world. The following remark seems to reflect his relation, at this 
time, to both the Virgo and Pisces spheres: "Banker. 
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to him the banking mind was obnoxious; and this antipathy caused him the more surprise at finding McCulloch 
the broadest, most liberal, most genial, and most practical public man in Washington." (Piscean magnanimity of 
soul and Virgoan practicality). 
 

In 1870, at the age of 32, 1 am inclined to think of Adams as standing in relation to the Virgo-Capricorn, 
Pisces-Cancer archetypes. He writes: "The moral law had expired-like the constitution." "Yet the sum of 
political life was, or should have been, the attainment of a working political system. New morals and machinery 
of some sort had to be invented." "System, want of system." (All of these remarks seem to indicate the 
progressed Sun standing in relation to the Capricorn forces.) The corresponding Cancer forces are reflected in 
the following remarks. "When spring came, he took to the woods..the vast maternity (Cancer) of nature showed 
charms more voluptuous than the ,vast paternity (Capricorn) of the United States Senate." 
 

Capricorn concerns continue: 11Adams cared little for English reforms. The reforms themselves were 
medieval..He would have kept the Pope in the Vatican and the Queen in Windsor Castle as historical 
monuments.." 

 
In respect of his relation to the Cancer forces at this time he writes that he "passed thirty years of rather 

varied experience without having once felt the shell of custom broken. He had never seen nature, only her 
surface - the sugar coating that she shows to youth." In a corresponding archetypal period Carl Jung spoke of 
climbing into the life of things, entering into a relation with the magic of nature herself . 

 
His sister died in Italy (Cancer-Cap.) and he went to recover in the white purity (Cancer) of the snows 

of Mount Blanc (Cap.). While at Wenlock Abbey (Cap.) he received a letter from President Eliot (Cap.) 
inviting him to an assistant professorship in history at Harvard. (Cap.) 

 
He writes of these events: "he was dragged from a career he liked (Cap.) in a place he loved (Cancer), 

into a career (Cap.) he detested, in a place and climate he shunned' (Cancer) . 
 

His aunt's old drawing room (Cancer); living near his brother Brooks (Cancer), then a law student 
(Cap.) expresses his present archetype. Further his description of his students: "the boys worked like rabbits 
(Cancer), and dug holes all over the field of archaic society (Cap.) speaks also out of his archetype at that time. 
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Next we find Adams, back to the vanity of life (we previously met the spirits of vanity when he was 
chosen class orator under the same archetype) taking on the task of editor. (His progressed Earth has moved into 
relation with the Scorpio spirits?) At this time in Emerson's life he worked as editor of the Dial and also came 
into contact with other prominent editors. 
 

At this juncture I am going to close with my discussion of the life of Henry Adams. The remainder of his 
Autobiography I find a little more difficult to clearly see my way through although I have given 
characterisations of the various archetypes as they occurred. I think Adams' life during the period from 21 to 
approximately 40 is most clearly reflective of the law under exploration. The other periods remain a little more 
obscure to me. I leave further exploration of his life to readers interested in it. It would be helpful to supplement 
the autobiographical account with biographical material in order to come to a clearer impression in respect of 
the various archetypal life periods. It would certainly be helpful to track down an exact birth time, if one exists. 
 

In the next chapter I will look at the life of Henry David Thoreau in light of the progressed solar-earthly 
conception to birth rhythm. 
 



"Will mankind never learn that policy is not morality, that it never secures any moral right, but 
considers merely what is expedient? chooses, the available candidate,- who is invariably the Devil-, 
-and what right have his constituents to be surprised because the Devil does not behave like an 
angel of Light? What is wanted are men, not of policy, but of probity,-who recognize a higher law 
than the Constitution, or the decision of the majority. The fate of the country does not depend on 
how you vote in the polls, -the worst man is as strong as the best at that game: it does not depend on 
what kind of paper you drop into the ballot-box once a year, but on what kind of man you drop from 
your chamber into the street every morning." 
Henry David Thoreau 
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Chapter VIII:  
THE LIFE OF HENRY DAVID THOREAU VIEWED IN LIGHT 

OF THE SOLAR-EARTHLY CONCEPTION TO BIRTH RHYTHM 
 

In this chapter I would like to consider the life of the American writer and friend of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Henry David Thoreau. It will be interesting to note that although they were contemporaries Emerson 
being 14 years older than Thoreau - and had a fair amount to do with each other during the course of their 
individual lives, nevertheless each life reflected strongly its relation to its particular individual rhythms, which 
strongly affected the timing of events during the course of the respective lives. 
 

In light of this observation one cannot help but wonder what the investigator of this question would 
discover in respect of the question of what is discoverable in two, closely interwoven lives, as for example, a 
marriage or long term friendship or colleagueship. Though I have given some attention to this question a 
discussion of it is beyond the scope of this study. Nevertheless, the relationship between Emerson and Thoreau 
-when it is spoken of in the following study and the sheer data connected with it -will afford us some 
opportunity to begin a consideration of two related biographies. In the context of this study this will be through 
a comparison of the respective archetypes of the two men during the same time. 
 

Henry David Thoreau was born on July 12, 1817. 1 myself have no knowledge of a birth time for him. 
Marc Penfield, in his book, An Astrological Who's Who, gives Thoreau's ascendant as 10 degrees of Scorpio. 
What the basis for this is unknown to me. I have arbitrarily taken the regular nine month period to be Thoreau's 
term and given his conception time as October 10, 1816. Because of this uncertainty we encounter the same 
difficulty we discovered in the life of Henry Adams. Despite this possible discrepancy of as much as 2 plus 
years I hope, nevertheless, that this study will also lend evidence to the argument at hand, if the reader will only 
bring a little inner flexibility to his consideration to the essential biographical pattern which I will explore. In 
fact, I think that Thoreau's life is, in certain ways, one which most transparently reflects the rhythm under 
consideration. 
 

For this study I have used the classic biography by Walter Harding, The Days of Henry David Thoreau. 
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THE DAYS OF HENRY DAVID THOREAU 
 

Let us begin our consideration of the life of Thoreau at about the age of 16. These entries for his earlier 
years are a little uncertain for me. At this age, during his last quarter at the Academy, Thoreau devoted his 
spare time to building (Capricorn, con-structuring) his first rowboat called "the Rover" and in it further 
explored the ponds and rivers of Concord. (Scorpio-Pisces or Scorpio-Cancer forces). Immediately we see 
indications of Thoreau's devotion to the "vast maternity,, of nature. The question of industry is often a 

 
:Capricorn question, though it could also relate to Virgo. Concomitant with industriousness is often the feeling 

of guilt for its lackthe so-called Protestant work ethic. Thoreau does not seem to feel overly guilty as did Jung 
when an accident, under the same archetype? enabled him to have the leisure time to do his own exploring of 
the "vast maternity." 

 
Next we find Thoreau at Harvard. His initial studies seem to indicate varying archetypes, but the 

description of him slipping off during the Dunkin rebellion, to a cool retreat or mossy cell, points in the 
direction of a continuing relationship with the Cancer forces of the "vast maternity"; the comforting, protecting 
maternity of mother nature. 

 
Still under this archetype? we find his biographer suggesting that throughout Thoreau's life "he could 

never resist a good book", perhaps an indication of his relation to the spirit of books at this time, the Capricorn 
forces. He read in the college library (Cap.) the English poets (Cancer). In his senior year, still, I think under 
the same archetype, he studied literature, minerology, anatomy, history. These various studies could all be 
seen in relation to the Capricorn-Cancer line of influence, with perhaps a question about literature. It was 
under this influence that Jung became an assistant in anatomy. 

 
As we see Thoreau wandering around the Harvard campus in his "green coat" we see this lover of the 

"vast maternity" surrounded by a small portion of the "vast maternity,, herself. 
 

The library. The fields of Cambridge. The banks of the River Charles. Here we are still in the sphere of 
the paternity of the library, with its memory of historical events, and the maternity of the living, changing 
streams of creative life in Cambridge's nature 
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At the age of 19 we find Thoreau entering into relation to a very different gesture. As in the life of 
Adams, when he left his prehistoric period and entered more into relation to the spirit of the times so now in 
the life of Thoreau we find him taking part in an "honors" conference on "The Commercial Spirit of Modern 
Times". I would suggest that Thoreau has now entered into relation with the Gemini spirits of economic life, 
personal intelligence, power and belief. He will have some very telling words to say about these spirits and the 
human soul's relation to them, shortly. 

 
"Is political eminence more worthy of admiration than literary?" ,'This is the subject of further debates 

in which Thoreau is involved. "Ought there to be any restrictions on the publications of opinions?" Are we now 
in the sphere of "rights", the Gemini sphere? 
 

It is interesting to note that Thoreau's first attack of tuberculosis occurs when his progressed Earth has 
moved into the Gemini sphere. As we have suggested earlier Gemini has an intimate connection with the 
creative forces forming the region of the lungs. 

 
 At graduation from Harvard in 1837 we find the theme explored to be "The Commercial Spirit of 
Modern Times Considered in Its Influence on the Political, Moral and Literary Character of a Nation?" 
In regard to this Thoreau has the following to say: 
   

"We are to look chiefly for the origin of the commercial spirit, and the power that still cherishes and 
sustains it, in a blind unmanly love of wealth. Whenever this exists, it is too sure to become the 
ruling spirit; and, as a natural consequence, it infuses into all our thoughts and affections a degree of 
its own selfishness. We become selfish in our patriotism; selfish in our domestic relations; selfish in 
our religion." 

 
Although this remark certainly does not breathe the spirit of generosity which we find in Emerson's 

appreciation in his maturer years of the value of commerce, nevertheless the painful truth of what young Henry 
David is saying, and its devastating consequences for human relations and man's relation to the natural world is 
hard to overstate. These thoughts were expressed in 1837! 

 
At the age of 20 we find Thoreau teaching. (Sag.-Gemini) 

 
As his progressed Sun moves into the Sag.-Aries sector and the progressed Earth moves into relation to 

the Gemini-Libra region we find Thoreau changing his name (Aries) and becoming a private tutor in a 
gentleman's family. (Libra). We saw this concern with the name 
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in Yogananda's life when he took a new name upon being initiated into the Swami Order; in the life of Emerson 
when he asked his second wife, Lydia, not to call him Reverend but to use his name Waldo. Now in the life of 
Thoreau, under the inspiration of the Aries forces, we find this relation to the "name" or "word". We saw Marie 
Curie "tutoring" (one on one conversations) under this archetype of LibraAries, as we found Jung exploring the 
world of the "sense for the word" in his conversations with his patients. These all reflect the same archetype. 
 

In 1837-1838 Thoreau begins to develop a friendship with Emerson. Emerson opens his personal library 
to Thoreau (Aries related?) and Thoreau joins the Hedge Club (Libra). Mr. Harding writes:  

 
Thoreau and Emerson saw more and more of each other. Thoreau found in Emerson a world where 
truth existed with the same perfection as the objects he studied in external nature, his ideals real and 
exact as antennae and stamina.'' 

 
I think this is a remarkable expression of Thoreau's relation to the Aries forces of idealism and the Libra 

forces at this time in his life. How different the mood will be in later years under the same archetypes. This 
further reflection of Thoreau's relation to these forces at this time continues with his meeting Alcott. Harding 
writes that  "Thoreau saw the idealist beneath the dreamer in Alcott. (Idealism reflects Aries, and "dreamer" 
reflects Libra). 
 

He met Margaret Fuller. The spirit of Libra ("gossip of marriage") was present. He writes with 
compelling aptness of the Libran weakness of foolishness: "She was not fool enough to marry me, and 1 was 
not fool enough to marry her." Finally we are told that during this life period Emerson encouraged Thoreau's 
interest in writing. (Aries forces). 
 

These events take place between the years of 1837 and 1839. That is between Emerson's 34th and 36th 
year. During that time Emerson was passing through the Leo-Aquarius sphere, when in a certain sense, through 
the expression of the power of Leo, its will to full manhood and independence, as was expressed in his famous 
Phi Beta Kappa address, perhaps it could be suggested that he was living his ideals more fully and 
whole-heartedly than at other times in his life. Emerson had just recently passed through his period of intense 
philosophical idealism. He had married during that time. He meets Thoreau as Thoreau is amidst those 
archetypes which Emerson 
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has just left. Later on Thoreau will become disillusioned with Emerson, who, in a sense, he first meets while he 
(Emerson) is living in the sphere of his greatest solar or whole-hearted independence. Thoreau, for whom the 
spirit of independent action burned so strongly, would understandably be impressed by Emerson's spirit at the 
time of their first meetings. (Of course the reader must realize that I am not in any way trying to diminish 
Emerson's significance, rather offer some suggestions as to why, as we will see later, there was such a deep 
change of heart in Thoreau towards Emerson as their relationship developed. This is in no way intended to 
"explain,, completely this change of heart, nor to enter into a deeper consideration of the "karma" between these 
two figures, rather it is simply a contribution which arises organically out of the rhythm we are presently 
considering in relation to these two men whose life paths were deeply intertwined.) We will return to aspects of 
the metamorphosis of their continuing relationship shortly. 
 

Returning to Thoreau's life we find him making regular entries in his journal and giving a lecture at the 
Concord Lyceum: "Society was made for man, not man for Society". (The theme of this lecture which could be 
explored at great length relates to the Libra region and its concern that there exist social forms in which the true 
nature's of individuals can be fostered, rather than social forms which can act to "deform" human beings by 
forcing them to conform to unhealthy, inappropriate forms, thereby calling forth from them the inevitable cry 
for "reform") 
 

His working as secretary and Curator of the Lyceum; his arranging for lectures, finding halls and 
engagement in social activities at this time can all be seen in the light of the Libra-Aries archetype. The Libra 
forces inspire his gesture of assisting others in their work. The Aries forces find their signature in relation to the 
spoken word. We also find him taking an initiative at this time in opening a school with his brother. He writes a 
poem about the beauty and virtue of a young man which has androgynous overtones. We are still in the Libra 
sphere of beauty and the male-female balance -in this case in one person. 
 

We find expression of his interest in Ellen Sewall whom he met in his twenty second year. He is 
described as having fallen completely in love with her. He himself writes: 
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"as't were two summer days in one, Two Sundays come together, Our rays united make one sun 
With fairest summer weather." 

 
Another apt expression for the archetypal Libra forces. 

 
From the ages of 23 to 25 we find an expression of a different kind of love for Thoreau, the love of the 

heart. It was during a comparable time that Emerson concerned himself with the love poetry of the Persian 
Hafiz and wrote philosophical essays on love. Though this occurred at a later date in Emerson's life, there are 
certain similarities to Thoreau's relation to this archetype as a younger man in his mid-twenties. The following 
expression well reflects the sphere of the heart's love through which Thoreau's progressed Sun is presently 
moving. He writes: "A wave of happiness flows over us like sunshine over a field." "I thought that the sun of 
our love should have risen as noislessly as the sun out of the sea." 
 

We are told of his love for Mrs. Brown and Mary Russell and his sense of discretion (the accompanying 
Aquarius influence) in respect of this. He then writes: "How insufficient is all wisdom without love ... Ignorance 
and bungling with love are better than wisdom and skill without it. Our life without love is like coke and ashes." 
And finally: "Where is my heart gone. They say men cannot part with it and live." After reading these ardent 
words flowing out of Thoreau's Leonine heart at the time, the Sun standing in the house of the Sun, it should 
come  as a shock to find the following entry say that within three years or so Thoreau had slipped into a pattern 
of confirmed bachelorhood. By that time, Thoreau's progressed Sun had left the region of the heart's enthusiasm 
and entered the cool, severe, solitary austerities of Capricorn. Such transitions are probably some of the most 
convincing indications for our argument, even in respect of the detail of the 36 constellation regions. These 
apparently abrupt transitions can be seen in each of the lives moving from one archetype to the next, although 
the motion from the progressed Sag.Leo influence to the Capricorn influence is one of the most graphic through 
the starkness of contrast between these two landscapes. It is almost as if we are moving from the joy of Easter 
morning, to the solemnity of Christ's descent into the grave of the earth. In Emerson's life, after his eloquent 
expression of intellectual independence in his Harvard address, not long thereafter we find him concerned with 
the Universal Reform of the Church, the problem of 
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religious sects and the like, and in one part of our soul's perhaps we find emerging in response to this apparent 
backsliding on his part: "Let the dead bury the dead". Looked at in the light of the motion of the progression 
from Leo to Capricorn such "changes of heart" are perhaps more understandable. 
 

At the age of 28, when Thoreau's progressed Earth moved through the Cancer region and entered the 
Cancer-Scorpio region we find the following words written: "The subject of sex is a most remarkable one, since 
though it occupies the thoughts of all so much, and our lives and character are so affected by the consequences 
which spring from this source ... yet people are Victorianly shy about it." (These reflections could indicate, in 
relation to the progressed Earth sphere, the link with the reproductive forces, either through the shy archetype of 
Cancer the Crab, or the secretive gesture of the Scorpion.) 
 

Returning to an earlier period in the Cancer archetype we have a picture of Thoreau living in Emerson's 
house wherein Emerson is viewed as the popular conception of the ideal landlord. (Cancer concerns, although 
the "landlord" may be a Capricorn question). While he was there he read Oriental literature, which makes sense, 
for the springs of Oriental philosophy we have also found to stand in relation to the Cancer region. (see Volume 
II, moon contemplation). 
 

The question of slavery, of a man's will, against his will, be subservient to another, is in certain 
connections a Capricorn-Cancer question. It is one thing for a man, as a child, to give his will to a master, 
whom he freely chooses and recognizes as having his interests at heart (as we saw in the life of Yogananda 
when he met his master, Sri Yukteswar); it is another thing for a man, against his will, to be in forced bondage 
to another. Thoreau, during this period of his life, when he lived as a free man in the house of his landlord 
Emerson, concerns himself with those individuals who lived not as free men in the houses of their respective 
lord's! 
 

In respect of the particulars of his arrangement with Emerson, we have the terms of the arrangement. 
(This kind of "contract" is a Capricorn agreement). Room. Lodging. Room with fire. Inkstand. (Cancer and 
Capricorn). This arrangement made through Emerson was for Thoreau to live with Emerson's brother on Staten 
Island. (Cancer) The terms bespeak his archetypes at the time, as he leaves the home of Emerson and goes to 
Emerson's brother's home. He is given a small microscope as a going away gift. (Can. - Cap.) While on the 
island he explores 
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its flora and fauna. (Cancer). He expresses his dislike of the city. (Capricorn). His sense of the dangers of city 
life is expressed in the incisive thought: "When will the world learn that a million men are of no importance 
compared with one man." Thoreau's homesickness, reminiscent of Emerson's longing for his home and study 
and Gandhi's longing for his mother while he was studying in England (all under the same archetype) reflects 
the Cancer sense of the familiarity and comfort of home. His imagination of sitting in Concord (Cancer) under 
the poplar trees, henceforth forever (Capricorn) gives vivid expression to the archetype prevailing at this time 
during his life. 
 

His letter to Mrs. Emerson in which he speaks of her as an elder sister, employing imagery related to the 
moon, also leads us into the moon ruled Cancer region, whereas his dislike of the formality at Emerson's 
brother's (a judge) reflect the Capricorn influence present at this time. The following description is also very 
telling in respect of the archetypes corresponding to his present circumstances:  

 
"Hollow, glazed life on a painted floor, with their basement, parlor and folding doors; a few visitor's 
cards and the latest annual; such life only as there is in the shells on the mantelpiece. The very 
children cry with less inwardness and depth than they do in the cottage. There they do not live, it is 
there they reside. There is no hearth in the centre of the house. The atmosphere of the apartments is 
not yet peopled with the spirits of its inhabitants; but the voices sound hollow and echo, and we see 
only the paint and the paper." 

 
I think the archetypal Cancer and Capricorn qualities in this description are transparently clear. 

 
Next we find an entry telling us of Thoreau's lecturing at the Lyceum on the "Ancient (Cap.) Poets 

(Cancer)". 
 

Finally his Cancer sickness (his homesickness) leads him back to his parents house, where he takes up 
work in the lead permeated pencil factory -the spirit of Saturn working in the lead processes. He discovers a 
new way to improve the manufacturing and even in the Cancer world of dreams he works on the Capricorn 
world of machines (from a certain viewpoint), and is involved in baking (Cancer) a graphite (Cap.) mixture. 
Under this archetype in the life of Marie Curie we found her patiently, tirelessly stirring her mixture to see 
whether she could isolate that new element, which became known as radium, from it. 
 

Still remaining in relation to the Cancer spirit of place he goes house hunting for Channing. Even on his 
journey he remained faithful to this archetype, by going to the mountains (Cap.), carrying 
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a staff (Cap.), knapsack (cancer) with books (Cap.) inside of it. 
 

As he moved into the next region we find an accident occurring: a fire in a pine stump which destroys 
(Scorpio) part of the woods. He is now in relation to the spirits of Scorpio of whom, I think, the Bhagavad Gita 
speaks through the words: "I am death, the destroyer of worlds." 
 

The following entries seem to indicate that he still has a relation to the Capricorn region as well as 
perhaps the Cancer region. This raises the question of the accuracy of the preceding observation. 
 

Thomas Hecker, a baker and miller from New York City rents a room in Thoreau's parents' house, and 
with him there enters the Capricornian spirit of the Catholic Church. 
 

For Thoreau at this time living in "closest accord with nature" (Cancer) is the mark of one "in completest 
harmony with the laws of God" (Cap.). Hecker seems to have other ideas and Thoreau, somewhat ungraciously, 
says to him: "What's the use of your joining the Catholic Church. Can't you get along without hanging to her 
skirts?" This picture of the Church as a mother may lead us to feel that we are still in the Cancer region. Hecker 
decides to take a pilgrimage to Rome (Cap.) and describes it to Thoreau in trying to convince him to come 
along in the following manner:  

 
"Walk, work, beg ... Heavens shall be our vaulted roof, (Cap.?) and the green earth beneath our bed 
(Cancer?), and for all other furniture purposes ... " 

 
Thoreau didn't agree to go with him, but when we see him not long after living at Walden Pond, we must 

wonder whether, in a sense, Hecker was not speaking out of Thoreau's heart at this time. 
 

While Hecker speaks of the Church, Thoreau expresses his interest in the Indian experience. I have 
suggested earlier a relation between the Indian civilisation and culture and the Cancer region. The picture of 
Channing and Thoreau sleeping outside a rude observatory at Williams College on a mountain peak is, I think, a 
further picture of the prevailing Cancer-Cap. archetype at this time in Thoreau's life. In fact it is easy to imagine 
that this is precisely the kind of experience Thoreau would have had had he accompanied Hecker on his 
pilgrimage to Rome. The important relationships which emerges in this example between a life possibility 
which was presented at this time to Thoreau (pilgrimage to Rome), which he did not outwardly fulfill, choosing 
another -obviously a variation on the same theme (yet what a difference in the two experiences), and the actual 
outward realized 
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events of an individual's destiny is a critical question which I hope to explore at far greater length in a later book 
devoted more centrally to questions of freedom and determinism and the working of destiny. I'm afraid it is 
beyond the scope of this particular study to go into this question at any length beyond simply noting its 
significance. 
 

Returning to our analysis we see Henry working on his parent's house and his beginning to build a log 
cabin at Walden Pond. Although I think he may have started this work under Cancer-Capricorn I think the bulk 
of his experience there took place in relation to Cancer-Scorpio and Capricorn-Taurus. Let us explore this a 
little further. 
 

He starts his building at Walden Pond. He says he wanted to work on a book that he had long planned to 
write. This is still a little inconclusive. Solitude is a Capricorn gesture. Writing books can be of this archetype, 
planning to do so perhaps more so. When he speaks of the grand process of "devouring himself alive" I look 
towards the Scorpio forces, yet still with uncertainty. Further, when he tells us that he went to Walden "because 
he wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and to see if he could not learn what it had 
to teach, so that when he came to die, he would not discover that he had not lived", we could perhaps just as 
well imagine him embracing the monastic life, with its Capricorn-Cancer archetypes of seclusion and austere, 
bare, self-examination. Of course, since this is Henry Thoreau, he builds his own hermitage rather than 
following Hecker's advice that he seek his salvation in the fold of the Church. Alternatively I think the 
statement above could also be seen in relation to the Scorpio and Taurus archetypes - the Taurus archetype 
inspiring his will to live "deliberately", Scorpio the process of "devouring himself alive". 
 

When he tells us that he begins work at the pond with a borrowed axe, the softness of the Cancer forces 
seem tempered by the sharp edge of the axe, and I find myself inclined to feel that his progressed Earth has 
moved into relation with the Scorpio forces. Nails made of iron, as I imagine they were, and the hammer head, 
both lead us to Scorpio. With these he built what he needed. His experience with the woodchucks, eating from 
his garden, and the advice to shoot them seems Scorpio related. His trapping, killing and eating the woodchuck 
could readily be seen under Cancer-Scorpio. When he tells us that: 
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"I learned from the experiment of both years that if one would live simply and eat only the crop 
which he raised and raise no more than he ate; and not exchange it for an insufficient quantity of 
more luxurious and expensive things, he would need to cultivate only a few rods of ground." 

 
I see this as a wonderful expression of his coming to terms with that virtue which the Buddhist's call: 

"right livelihood". I would suggest that this indicates his relation to the Taurus forces at this period in his life. 
(see Volume II, Venus consideration). 
 

Thoreau may have conceived of the idea to go to Walden Pond under the breath of the eremitical 
Capricorn, but I think during the actual period that he was there this changed, and his initial will to 
selfexploration moved into a will to experiment with the simplest means of meeting one's earthly needs. 
 
 At the age of 30, when he delivered his first lecture to his townspeople on Walden, he modestcalls it: "A 
History of Myself". 
 
His work on a book devoted to the Concord and Merrimack Rivers may indicate the possibility of his 
progressed Earth having moved into relation with the spirits of river -the Pisces forces. This portion of his stay 
at Walden feels more social than previously. I think this may be due to the influence of the Virgo-Pisces line of 
influence which followed the Cap.-Taurus, Cancer-Scorpio regions. We see him reading aloud to his friends, 
expressing the theatrical instinct of the Virgo region; strolling through the woods and fields or boating on ponds 
and rivers. His exploration of the pond and continual visits to the village, seem related to the Pisces forces. 
 

His gracious welcome (Virgo) of visitors to the cabin is noted. With the children out boating he plays 
the flute (Pisces) and gathers flowers on the way home (Virgo). He helps Louis Agassiz catalogue the flora and 
fauna of the area (Virgo's phenomenalism) and continues to commune with nature. He tells us that the Walden 
pond Society is the third religious society in Concord and when he says that "what in other men is religion is in 
me love of nature" I think we are on firm ground when we suggest that his progressed Sun forces are standing in 
relation to the Virgo forces, inspirer of Natura and the personal religious life itself. (See Volume II, Mercury 
contemplation). 
 

I think the following entrie: his refusal to pay the poll tax which met him while he was going to pick up 
his shoes at the shoemaker and his relation to civil-disobedience can be seen in the light 
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of his relation to the Pisces and Virgo (personal rights) forces at this time. 
 

When travelling in Maine, in answer to a question put to him, he says: "No, sir. If any one is sought out, 
required, demanded, for some vocation specially intellectual, let him embrace it and live by it. But the general 
rule is that Labor -that Labor which provides food and clothes and shelter -is every man's duty and destiny, for 
which he should be fitted, in which he should be willing to do his part manfully ... " (This sentiment we can see 
in relation to the Virgo forces. It was under this archetype that Gandhi came to appreciate the significance of 
manual labor for a human being -a discovery which was to alter the remainder of his life -and deeply affect the 
destiny of countless people in India.) 
 

At about the age of 31, we find Thoreau back in Emerson's house. His concern with financial matters I 
have placed in relation to the Leo forces, although 1 could also imagine them streaming from his relation to the 
Capricorn-Virgo forces. This period is a little enigmatic to me. 
 

His loss of money on his book could stream from various spheres. His letter to Emerson's child and his 
delight in the family cat I would attribute to the influence of the Leo forces. The. warm-heartedness which led 
him to weep when he spoke of his mother may also stream from this archetype. His consciousness of becoming 
old and his experience of sensuous delight in swimming unclothed reflect his relation to the Leo archetype, 
connected to the sense of life and the world view of sensationalism or sensualism. Emerson, under this 
archetype, also seemed to take delight in the world of the senses as such. 
 

His scientific studies may be understood in relation to Aquarius. The greater detail of these accounts 
perhaps to Aquarius-Gemini. 
 

The following remarks are particularly interesting. I think they express vividly some of the moods of the 
Gemini archetype, its intimate relation to friendship and the question of the sense for the ego of the other man. 
They also give us another opportunity to view the question of the relationship of Emerson and Thoreau in light 
of their respective progressed archetypes. 
 

During this period in Thoreau's life we find the following remarks: "I love my friends very much, but I 
find it is of no use to go to see them. I hate them commonly when I am near them ... Ah, 1 
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yearn toward thee, my friend, but I have not confidence in thee, we do not believe in the same God ... The 
sphere of friendship, of faithfulness (confidence) and the question of one's personal relationship with God can 
all be understood as related to the same archetype of this personal will and intelligence in man. (See Volume II, 
Mercury). 
 
Emerson revealed a kind of occult appreciation for Thoreau's heart at the time when he says: "As for taking 
Thoreau's arm, I should as soon take the arm of an elm tree." (Perhaps I could suggest that in Thoreau's "arms" 
at the time lived the forces of his heart, his progressed Sun standing in relation to the Gemini forces which work 
partly in relation to the arms and hands.) 
 
These events occur during the year 1851. At this time Emerson is 48 years old. It is interesting to note that at 
this time both Emerson's and Thoreau's progressed Sun's were very close together. We have given Thoreau's 
progressed Sun for this period of his life to be at approx. Feb. 24 and Emerson's seems to be at about March 
2nd. As before, Emerson has recently left the archetype in which Thoreau is presently living, in this case the 
sense for the ego of the other man. He has moved on into the region of the Libra forces. At this moment I have 
no explanation as to what caused their breach of friendship. 
 
Thoreau says of Emerson: "Good to knock a cockney with, but without that power to cheer and establish which 
makes the value of a friend." ("Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.") He then tells us that he "tried or 
trys to talk with Ralph Waldo Emerson. Lost my time, nay, almost my identity." So here we find very clear 
expressions of Thoreau's sensitivity to Emerson's apparent lack of recognition of his own ego. 
 
We next find Thoreau moving into relation to the Libra-Aries forces. He comes to the aid and the defense of the 
poor Irish working men in Concord; speaks out against slavery and expresses his lack of sympathy for 
reformers of society who. he says. need to reform themselves first. During this period he says: "Yesterday I was 
influenced with the rottenness of human relations." (All of these concerns: social, questions of reform and 
human relations, can be understood in relation to the progressed Sun touching the Libra archetypal sphere.) He 
rewrites Walden (perhaps related to the Aries forces and the word sense) and calls it Fair Copy. In 1854 he asks 
his audience at a lecture to get down to fundamental principles and not be led astray by public 
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opinion, desire for wealth or position, or any other diverting influence. (These suggestions I see in his 
addressing the "illusions" of the Libra sphere, with its enticements to "glamour', of many forms and its 
weakness of "wanting to keep up with the Jones".) 
 

In 1856, under the Virgo and Pisces spheres, we find Thoreau travel ling. He takes a trip to Worcester; 
visit's Eagle's Wing; visits Alcott and goes with Alcott to Walt Whitman's home. He also delivers lectures on 
Walking (Pisces) in Amherst, Fitchburg and Worcester. 
 

While visiting New Bedford, under a Pisces-Cancer-Virgo? archetype he discusses toads, frogs with the 
librarian. He also picks ups a frozen toad from the pavement, hoping he could revive it. These activities and 
interests, coupled with his last visit to Cape Cod, lead me to think he may have moved into the Pisces-Cancer 
region of experience. 
 

Back in Concord he helps Alcott terrace his new home; builds a fence around his father's property and 
surveys dividing lines between Emerson and Bartlett's properties. (These activities reflect his relation to the 
Cancer forces, where their responsibility for the creation of the skin in the body acts to separate and define one 
region of individualized life *energy from another.) 
 

He makes a study of ova of fish and brings home eggs in bottles. We can't help but recollect that Henry 
Adams, as a young boy, under the same archetype, went exploring in his grandparents, closets in his 
grandfather's library, finding similar treasures encased in glass containers. 
 

Further we find him examining spawn under Hoar's new microscope and we remember that he was 
given a microscope some years earlier, under the same archetype. We then see him discovering a duck that had 
just hatched a nest of eggs who constructed particular types of nests. (All of the interests and activities clearly 
indicate his relation to the Cancer forces at this time). 
 

Around 1859 we see a picture of Thoreau nursing his ill father. His mother says of him at this time that 
,if it hadn't been for my husband's illness I should never have known what a tender (my emp.) heart Henry had." 
Without being ungenerous I would suggest that at this time in his life, with his progressed Sun standing in 
relation to the spirits of tenderness, the maternal spirits of comfort, the gesture-which may have been 
uncharacteristic-of ministering tenderly was called forth. 
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He assumed responsibility for the family and took over the graphite business. He planted a family 
garden; built a new fence around someone's property and planted trees around the site of his cabin at Walden 
Pond. I think in these various interests and activities we can see the signatures of the Capricorn and Cancer 
forces. His concern for John Brown and his interest in Indian researches which earned him the title of 
anthropologist by his biographer reflect the question of origins -a Capricorn concern. A man coming to talk of 
his children's aid movement (Cancer) brings a copy of Darwin's Origin (Cap.) of Species (Cancer). Now Henry 
concerns himself with theories of evolution, just as Jung, under the same archetype, pondered the question of 
evolution as a young medical student. The picture and mood behind it of he and Emerson rowing meditatively 
(Cap.) on the pond (Cancer) together seems also appropriate to the archetypes of this period in his life. 
 

Throughout the remainder of his life he stays under these archetypes. The remaining entries of my study 
reflect this. He is further concerned with boundaries. He takes an excursion to Mount Monadnock and plans to 
write a book about the mountain. Thoreau on Mount Monadnock planning to write a book about the mountain is 
a clear expression of his relation to the Capricorn forces at this time. From the mountain we move to the chair 
(another Cap. signature) with Alcott's family gathered around him. (Cancer). A copy of The Mountain is sent to 
him as well as a documentary history of New York, both Capricorn signatures. We remember that Thoreau went 
to New York City under this archetype and expressed his dislike for it. 
 

These pictures are supplemented by the picture of Thoreau the scientist who has wondered for years 
about the phenomena related to the planting of trees. He sends off his paper to the Agricultural Society. These 
interests and his study of seeds also reflect his relation to the Saturn spirits of Capricorn at this time in his life. 
 

While in bed at home, Alcott -then the superintendent of schools--(Cap.) suggests a small textbook 
(Cap.) to be prepared about Concord (Cancer) and recommends Thoreau as the most suitable author. 
 

He journey's to Minnesota for his health, "botanizing (Cancer) on Goat Island (Cap.)"; reads Roman 
historians (Cap.); Blodgett's Climatology (Cancer) and Six Years in the Deserts of North America (Cap.). He 
expresses his lack of desire to live except for the sake 
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of his mother and sister (Cancer); insists on a chair (Cap.) at the family table (Can.-Cap.) and finally wishes that 
his bed was in the form of a shell so that he might curl up in it (Cancer). Shortly thereafter he dies. 
 

For some reason I think aspects of the life of Henry David Thoreau illustrate our hypothesis with greater 
clarity than in other of the examples given. Why one can discern certain archetypal motifs in the life of Thoreau 
with such clarity remains a riddle to me. Perhaps it may be related to the fact that he was a man who seemed to 
live so "whole-heartedly" in the present, and who followed the promptings of his own spirit in the manner in 
which he lived. He also did not have immediate responsibilities to others, such as a wife and children, which 
would have affected how readily he could simply heed the hidden rhythms in his own biography without taking 
into account those of others around him. I am uncertain as to the explanation. Whatever it may be, I think this 
study of his life has made an important contribution to the consideration at hand. 
 

Next, I would like to return to Europe, to the life of a man who was born in the year that Thoreau died. 
That is the philosopher and spiritual scientist, Rudolf Steiner. 



"The generalized human being, the abstract man does not exist." 
Rudolf Steiner 
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CHAPTER IX: 
THE LIFE OF RUDOLF STEINER VIEWED IN THE LIGHT 

OF THE SOLAR-EARTHLY CONCEPTION TO BIRTH RHYTHM 
 

In the following study I have considered the life of Rudolf Steiner, the Austrian educator and spiritual 
scientist. The text which stands as the basis for my consideration is his autobiography, The Course of My Life. 
As in the case of an individual like Yogananda- whose spiritual significance must be acknowledged- in looking 
at the life of Rudolf Steiner I have wondered how readily his biography might reflect the hypothesis I have been 
exploring, or whether he might stand more independently in respect of this rhythm than was true for other 
individuals. Rather than answer that question at the moment let us simply look at the picture he presents of his 
life in his autobiography and try to draw what conclusions we feel are justified from it. I am taking as Rudolf 
Steiner's birth data the indications presented in Guenther Wachsmuth's book, Kosmische Aspekte von Geburt 
und Tod. According to him, Rudolf Steiner was born on Feb. 27, 1861 in Kraljevec, Austria. His ascendant is 
given by Dr. Wachsmuth, a close and intimate student of Rudolf Steiner's, as 12 0 of Scorpio. Taking these data 
as our starting point we would find Rudolf Steiner's conception time to be June 1, 1860. This will be the 
conception starting point for my consideration of his life. It should be noted that it has been suggested to me by 
a conscientious student of Rudolf Steiner's biography that his birth date was the 25th of February rather than the 
27th, with the time being about the same as that given by Dr. Wachsmuth. This could well be the case. Given 
that for the purpose of these studies what is of significance is the ascendant-descendant line, the difference of 2 
days would not alter the proposed beginning of the conception to birth period. In a study concerned with Rudolf 
Steiner's biography in light of the planetary positions at the moment of birth this two day discrepancy would be 
a significant factor. 
 



 



 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 


